HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1952
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The year 1952 was the last of “The Avery Years”. Myron Avery was back in the hospital with
intestinal problems in January. In a memo to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on 16 February,
he announced that he would be unable to attend the annual meeting in the spring, noting that
neither Marion Park nor Jean Stephenson would be able to attend either. (That meeting was
eventually postponed.) Nonetheless, he remained very active in planning for a meeting of the
ATC in May and communicating with MATC officers and members.
He was back in the hospital in April and, given uncertainties, stated that he wanted to “wind up,
at this time, any matters in connection with Maine.” He was in New York for medical treatment
in May, but then left for his home in Lubec in July, expecting to spend several months there.
Jean Stephenson wrote on 23 June that Avery seemed to be “getting along fairly well, although it
will be some months before he can do anything much.” By now, he had retired from his
professional work since “the doctors felt that his overwork there was responsible for his illness”
and he should not resume work for at least a year. He wrote to the proprietor of Rainbow Lake
Camps on 27 June, saying that he planned to spend a week there with his family in July. A letter
dated 8 July is the last one written by Avery that is in the Maine State Library files. The last of
his letters that I have was written to Roy Fairfield of Bates College on 11 July. On July 26, he
died of a massive heart attack at Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia.
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Avery was unable to attend the May 30 meeting of the Appalachian Trail Conference but his
written message to the Conference, something of a “farewell address”, is one of the most
inspiring pieces of A.T. literature that I have seen. He resigned as Chairman of the Conference.
Following Avery’s death, the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club worked to reorganize the Club and prepare for the future. A meeting of the officers and directors was held
Sunday, 23 November, 1952, at Bates College. Present were Messrs. Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson
W. Reeves, Helon N. Taylor, Louis Chorzempa, William H. Sawyer, Percy G. Canham, Clair
Sawtelle, and the Misses Jean Stephenson and Marion Park.
Clair Sawtelle presided as President pro tem. Nominations for the new Board were as follows:
President, Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Secretary, Clair Sawtelle, Oakland, Maine
Treasurer, Miss Marion Park, Washington, D. C.
Publicity Director and Editor, Miss Jean Stephenson, Washington, I). C.
Corresponding Secretary, Miss Thekla Stephan, Washington, D. C.
Trail Overseers:
East of the Kennebec - Sidney N. Tappan, Beverly, Mass.
West of the Kennebec - Louis Chorzempa, Dryden, Maine
Board of Directors:
1. Ben L. Hadley, Bar Harbor, Maine
2. Manford Knowles, Guilford, Maine
3. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine
4. Helon N. Taylor, Millinocket, Maine
5„ (The Fifth Director was left open until the Spring, 1953 Meeting.)
THE WRITTEN RECORD
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
1916 Sunderland Place, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.
January 5, 1952
MEMORANDUM NO. 16
MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF MANAGERS AND CLASS D MEMBERS OF
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE:
The year of 1951, in Appalachian Trail Conference history, was marked by an unusual number
of very extended trips along The Appalachian Trail. The last trek of this order had been that of
A.T.C. Corresponding Secretary Earl V. Shaffer in 1948. The January, 1952, issue of
Appalachian Trailwav News sets forth the reports sent to the Conference by three Trail travelers
of a traverse of the entire Trail. Their experiences and observations are recorded in the articles
which they have furnished for Appalachian Trailway News.
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One of these travelers prepared for the Conference a list of the localities where he experienced
particular difficulty in following the A.T. (This is Enclosure 1 to this Memorandum.) In keeping
with the Conference's policy in such matters, the list has been reproduced and is distributed
herewith for the purpose of assisting in maintenance problems. The individual, who has prepared
the list, prefers that there not be indicated his name as the contributor.
This report of sub-standard areas will be of assistance in dealing with maintenance problems.
Where the area is in a National Forest or Park, it is expected that the Board Member will bring
the situation to the attention of the supervising official involved.
Eugene Espy, of Cordele, Georgia, transmitted to the Conference, with the resume of his trip, a
list of the localities where he spent each night. This is of value in indicating available
accommodations and perhaps supplements Guidebook references. It is, accordingly, attached as
Enclosure 2. These two enclosures, plus the narratives prepared for Appalachian Trailway News
and the newspaper accounts, constitute the material received by the Conference in connection
with the extended 1951 A.T. trips.
******
As a matter of reference, there are listed the major newspaper articles, which have been
transmitted to the Conference, in connection with the trips of the 1951 "all-the-way" travelers.
October 1, 1951: News article in Lewiston, Maine, Sun. "Georgian Completes Appalachian
Course". (Eugene Espy, Cordele, Georgia.)
October 2, 1951: News article in Daily Kennebec journal. Augusta, Maine, "Hikes
Appalachian Trail, Georgia to Maine". (Espy).
October 2, 1951: Feature article (Mrs. Dean Chase) in The Bangor Daily News, Bangor, Maine,
"24-Year-01d Georgia Man Second to Hike 2,025-Mile Appalachian Trail from South to Mt.
Katahdin". (Espy)
October 2, 1951: News article in Boston Daily Record, Boston, Mass., with photograph of
Eugene Espy as he halts at the end of Trail at Mt. Katahdin.
October 3, 1951: Editorial, Lewiston, Maine, Sun. "Up the Appalachian Trail". (Espy)
October 3, 1951: The Bangor Daily New, Bangor, Maine, group of photographs of
Mr. Espy being greeted by Baxter State Park Ranger Fred Pittman and Mrs. Pittman at Katahdin
Stream Campground. The photographs are captioned: "Second Man to Complete Appalachian
Trail Hike".
October 6, 1951: Feature article (Gene Letourneau) in Daily Kennebec Journal. Augusta, Maine,
(Espy)
October 10, 1951: News article, Berkshire Eagle. Pittsfield, Mass., "Ends 2,025-Mile Hike".
(Espy)
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October 12, 1951: News article, Atlanta Constitution. Atlanta, Georgia. (Chester
Dziengielewski)
October 15, 1951: Quick Magazine. Photograph of Eugene Espy, captioned "journey’s
End".
November 7, 1951: Atlanta Constitution. Atlanta, Georgia, feature article (John
Kiser), "Appalachian Trail Trek Tests Hiker's Stamina". (Martin Papendick - Maine to Georgia.)
November 25, 1951: Atlanta journal and Constitution Magazine, Atlanta, Georgia,
feature article (Andrew Sparks), "2,000-Mile Hike from Georgia to Maine". (Espy)
November 25, 1951: Atlanta journal and Constitution Magazine, article entitled
"More Hikers", with photographs of Chester Dziengielewski, of Naugatuck, Connecticut and Bill
Hall of East Liverpool, Ohio.
******
Requests for additional copies of this Memorandum, in order to obtain the enclosures,
particularly for transmittal to parties having cognizance of Trail maintenance, should be
specifically addressed to assistant Secretary Thekla Stephan, 1228 Eye Street, N. W. (Apartment
1001), Washington 5, D. C.
******
The matter of the meeting place of the next Appalachian Trail Conference is very actively under
consideration. This situation was referred to in my Memorandum No. 13. The probability is that
it will utilize the Memorial Day holiday. Definite advices will be transmitted with copies of the
January, 1952, Appalachian Trailway News.
A copy of this Memorandum is being sent to all Class D Members of The Appalachian Trail
Conference, as well as to the Conference officers.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
4531—45th Street, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
Enclosure

Enclosure 1

1: List of Localities where Trail difficulties exist.
2: List furnished by Mr. Espy of stopping places.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONDITIONS—1951

The Trail from Katahdin was easily followed to a lumbered area 7.7 m. south of Berry's Yoke
Pond Camps. Here the Trail turns left into a bulldozed roadway, with only a few blazes on the
stones for about a mile, then turns left again into the woods without too much marking.
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Leaving the firewarden’s cabin on White Cap Mtn., the Trail angles off to the right at the foot of
the mountain; one can easily continue straight ahead on the firewarden's trail.
Ascending the Barren-Chairback Range, about at 1.8 m. from the Long Pond Camps, one must
be careful not to go to the left, to East Chairback Pond.
The Trail has been rerouted off the range to the right, about a mile past Fourth Mtn. There is a
sign here but not many blazes afterwards, leaving one in doubt. The Trail goes down close to
Dore's Mountain View Camps, then left along the Maine Seaboard Tote-road.
There is a bad sharp right at 3.5 m., past Little Wilson Stream and Campground.
At 3.1 m., past Piazza Rock Lean-to, the Trail turns sharp left from Old Buck [sic. Should be
“Beech”] Hill Road. There is a double blaze here but one will continue straight ahead on the
easygoing road. I did so here and came into a newly lumbered area where I thought the blazes
had been cut out when they widened the road and found myself down close to Rangeley.
I might mention the extensive storm damage south of Baldpate Mtn., just before Grafton Notch;
also farther on, in New Hampshire, going up Mt. Moriah, and about 9 m. west of the Maine - N.
H. state line; on the ridge before coming down into Crawford Notch, and about 12 m. north of
Kinsman Notch.
At 4.63 m. west of Barnard Gulf Road (Vt. Highway 12), the Trail turns sharp left without any
warning from wood road to a dense bed of ferns where no trail is visible.
At 5.6 m., also west of Vt. Highway 12, Trail comes onto the south slope of a ridge where it has
been lumbered out completely for about l 1/2 m. At 1.8 m., before Camp Noturn, there is a bad
turn to the right from the wood road.
At Gifford Woods State Forest Park on Vt. Highway 100, the Trail previously had skirted the left
side of the Park, now goes to the right through the Park; both blazings are visible.
Before this, through the pastures of the D.O.C. section, on both sides of Hanover, the Trail is
quite difficult to follow, though one is on his guard here.
There is a big black dog at the farm just before Greenwall Shelter, a couple of miles south of Vt.
Highway 103A, that ought to be shot.
At the top of Bromley Mtn., the Trail goes down a new ski trail without markings and then turns
right into the woods at a small arrow sign which gets overgrown by the brush.
I understand the Trail goes through The Long Trail Inn, but I found no markings to indicate this.
Back in N.H., Trail follows old road for about a mile with no blazes; this about 4 m. north of
Smarts Mtn.
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All went well to Pennsylvania. At 1.1 m. past Lehigh Gap, the Trail is marked both ways. I went
to the right, up and around to the west side of the ridge. At 2 m. the blazes ran out and I found
myself all over the hillside looking for the Trail and a shelter which is shown on the map. I found
no shelter but finally found where the unmarked Trail turned left at 2.4 m., and over to the other
side of the hill joining the well-marked Trail, which comes straight up from below.
The reroute around Indiantown Gap Reservation is very indefinite. The side trail to Wishing
Spring Shelter is very poorly marked (about 3 m. north of Penna, Highway 94).
On Penna. Highway 94 the Trail is mostly unmarked; some of the blazes have been blacked out.
The turnbacks into the woods are heavily overgrown.
Coming up from along the Canal, before Harper's Ferry, there is an unmarked turn up onto the
new bridge.
Just before Va.-U.S. Highway 50, the turn from the graveled road is badly overgrown.
Leaving the crossroads at Va.-U.S. Highway 250, I found no sign of a marking.
After leaving U.S. Highway 11 in Virginia, the Trail goes up onto a mountain (I forgot the name)
just before the top where there is a radio station, there is a sign pointing straight ahead but
shortly after the sign the Trail goes up the graveled road to the top of the mountain without a
double blaze and no blazes at all for a good ways after. The sign itself is all wrong, the only one I
found this way. It gives the mileage and points of destination in reverse. It made me think that
probably I had been doing some walking in my sleep.
From Bent Mtn. to across the Parkway there are no markings. The marking through Fancy Gap is
very poor.
About 3 m.. before Va. Highway 97 the Trail leaves the graveled road and goes right onto the
Parkway without a double blaze and no marking on the Parkway till about l/4 m. down. Here is
the only spot where the Trail travels the Parkway--was very unexpected.
The Trail is unmarked from the crossroads into Galax, Va. About 3 m. beyond Galax, there is a
bad turn off the road. The river crossing between Galax and Byllesby, Va., is unmarked. A long
stretch about 2 m. before Byllesby is also unmarked and out of Byllesby up the hillside there is
nothing.
Crossing Va. Highway 8, the Trail is unmarked and also about l/2 m. beyond. Farther down
beyond Rocky Knob, about 2 m., the Trail turns left without warning.
Just before crossing Fontana Dam, there is a blaze leading to the right along the road; Trail goes
across the bridge but isn’t marked.
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About 12 m, before Standing Indian Mtn. or about 2 m. south of (I think it is called Albert Mtn.),
Trail leaves the graveled road without warning. Also, about 2 m. before this point, there is a sign
pointing the Trail into a rain-checking station trail.
Back in the Smokies about 2 m, past Newfound Gap, there is a bad turn to the right almost to the
highway. Looks as though the Trail might cross the road.
From Carter to Limestone Cove, Tennessee, it is all road walking but there are only two old
blazes by the big iron bridge all the way to the schoolhouse at Limestone Cove.
There is a very bad long stretch of overgrown Trail in Tennessee, about 20 m, before Waterville.
The turn from the road in Devils Fork Gap is very hard to follow. I think the Shenandoah would
be greatly improved if the tourists were supplied with more comfort stations, whereas now they
are using the Trail crossings as outhouses.
Enclosure 2
1951
May 31
June 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. ESPY’S LIST OF STOPPING PIACES—1951
Spring near Southern’s Store
Frosty Mtn. Cabin Porch
Hawk Mtn. Firetower
Woody Gap Picnic Table
Tesnatee Gap Lean-to
Rocky Knob Lean-to
Snake Mtn. Shelter
Hoke Eller’s Attic
Deep Gap Lean-to
Deep Gap Lean-to
White Oak Bottoms Lean-to
Wayah Gap Lean-to
Wesser Creek Lean-to
Cable Gap Lean-to
Fontana Village
Spence Field Lean-to
Silers Bald Lean-to
Little Indian Gap Lean-to
Hughes Ridge Lean-to
Waterville School
Walnut Mtn. Lean-to
Hot Springs
Spring Mtn. Lean-to
Locust Ridge Lean-to
Hayloft at Spivey Gap
Curly Maple Lean-to

1951
July 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Byllesby Station
F. Paul Bronnock
Fancy Gap Store
John R. Barnard
Hayloft at Rock Castle
Emmet Pate’s Old Store
Poor Mtn.
Porch at Mason Cove
Crawford’s Barn
Bearwallow Gap
Natural Bridge Station
Snowden
Rocky Run Creek
Brown Mtn. Café
Rocky Mtn. Firetower
Reeds Gap
Sawmill Shelter
Pinefield Shelter
South River Shelter
Shavers Hollow Shelter
Elk Wallow Shelter
Mosby Lean-to
Mrs. O. T. Adams, Paris
Wilson Gap Shelter
Rocky Run Lean-to
Devils Race Course Lean-to
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26
27
28
29
30
Aug. 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Blue Springs School
F. R. Scott
Damascus jail
Sculls Gap
Comers Rock
Bashore Scout Camp
Hertlein Lean-to
Port Clinton
Allentown Shelter
Mountain near Lehigh Gap
Smith Gap Lean-to
Religious Retreat Building
Portsland, Penna/
Catfish Mtn. Firetower
High Point Lean-to No. 2
High Point Lean-to No. 1
Vernon, N.J.
N.J.-N.Y. State Line
3 Miles beyond Mt. Peter
Bear Mtn. Lake
Indian Pond
Torrey Memorial Lean-to
Webatuck Lean-to
Mountain near Kent
Chase Lean-to
Pine Knoll Lean-to
Sages Ravine
Mt. Wilcox Lean-to
October Mtn. Lean-to
Kitchen Brook Lean-to
Thendara Shelter
Webster Shelter
Mad Tom Shelter
Greenwall Lean-to
Gifford Park
Woodstock

27
28
29
30
31
Sept. 1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Quarry Gap Lean-to
Tagg Run Lean-to
Harrisburg Y.M.C.A.
“
“
Mt. Laurel Churchyard
D.O.C. Office
D.O.C. Office
Mt. Cube Lean-to
Porch of Great Bear Cabin
Mt. Kinsman
Kinsman Pond Lean-to
Liberty Spring Shelter
Galehead Hut
Webster Bridge
Madison Springs Hut
Carter Notch Hut
Gorham
Trident Lean-to
Full Goose Lean-to
Full Goose Lean-to
Old Speck Warden’s Cabin
Ten of Clubs Cabin
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
Horns Pond Lean-to
Jerome Brook Lean-to
Caratunk
Caratunk
Monson
Monson
West Chairback Pond
White Cap Ranger’s Cabin
Antlers Camp
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Katahdin Stream Campground

January 7, 1951. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Glen Cove,
New York.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I received your comment on the New England Guide at the hospital, where I am in the process of
being overhauled and having "new parts" installed.
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Your point is very well taken and we agree that Griscom Publications would not find themselves
in this dilemma. I am afraid, however, that Shenandoah has, for us, a unique quality in permitting
payment of what will be a large bill on the basis of sales as made. The Conference has had quite
a struggle to pay off the Southern Guidebook bill within the stipulated time.
This order for the New England Guide was an arrangement existing when we placed with you
the order for the Trail Manual. The latter item rounded out our replacement of A.T,C.
publications.
I trust that your unpleasant experiences of the summer are completely terminated. We have heard
little of your developments in Orbeton Stream Valley. Did the Lumber Company ever put in the
bridge?
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
January 23, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I had a long talk with Clair Sawtelle last Saturday. You will recall that at the officer's meeting
last May, it was agreed that we should secure someone from the State of Maine for the
Secretary's job. Clair will take that office if you want him to. I went on one mountain trip with
Clair last summer that was not on the Trail. We can be sure that we can not depend on him for
much trail clearing. He isn't the type. Whatever trail clearing that is done on his section will be
done with whoever goes along with him rather than on him himself. He might be of more
assistance as a secretary than what he would be as a Director and he does have the qualifications
for that job.
Since the Annual Meeting in April is but three months away, it will be necessary to commence to
get things lined up. Inasmuch, as Ben Hadley has not made any contribution in the past two and a
half years it would seem necessary to replace him. If Clair is selected for the Secretary's office, it
will mean getting two new Directors. Is there anyone from the Piscataquis County Fish and
Game Assn, and from the U. of M. that would be interested? We still need an Asst. Overseer for
the Central part of the trail the same as Louis in the Western part.
See in the papers where $1,200,000 has been offered for interests in Katahdin Iron Works. This
project might affect the Trail there next year since it would appear that this will be developed.
cc. Louis Chorzempa
{M. P., J.S. MHA}
January 24, 1952. From The New England Trail Conference to Constituent Member Clubs
and others.
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We are making up a new roster of “constituent organizations” for The New England Trail
Conference. If you wish your organization included, please fill out the enclosed blank and return
promptly.
For about thirty-five years the Conference has been a valuable clearing house for the various
organizations in New England interested directly or, indirectly in the construction and use of
trails, and has supplied information on New England’s trails to individuals all over the World.
Membership carries no specific obligations, though financial contributions are welcome. The
suggested basis of annual contributions is $5.00 for the first 100 members and $1.00 for each
additional 50 members.
At the annual meeting of the Conference, each organization, in person or in writing, reports on
the conditions of its trails, its program for the previous year, and its plans for the coming season.
This year the annual meeting will be held on Saturday, March 15, at the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst. The program for the Mountaineering Section of the Recreation
Conference is enclosed. Members of constituent organizations of the New England Trail
Conference are invited to attend not only the annual meeting but also the mountaineering
program.
Even if your organization is not in a position to share in the financial support of the conference,
or you do not actually maintain trails, we ask you to show your interest in the hiking trails of
New England by filling in and returning the enclosed blank.
Marion E. Smith, Sec’y., Fernald Hall University of Mass., Amherst, Mass.
{J.S.: I think we should send this blank in. Should we take time for ½ page report from MATC to
be sent Miss Smith to read at Conference?}
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Augusta, Maine
President: Myron H, Avery, 4531 45th St., N.W., Washington 16, D.C. (& Lubec)
Treasurer: Marion Park, Apt. 206, 1238 Eye St., N,W., Washington 5, D.C.
Asst. Supervisor of Trails: Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine.
Publicity Director: Jean Stephenson, Apt.1100, 1228 Eye St., N.W., Washington
85
The Appalachian Trail, from Katahdin, Maine, to the Old Speck Mtn,, Maine,
257 miles, and officially designated side trails thereto.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
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Washington 6, D.C.
January 25, 1952
MEMORANDUM NO. 17
MEMORANDUM TO THE BOARD OF MANAGERS AND MEMBERS OF THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE:
Previous Memoranda have dealt with the matter of the meeting of The Appalachian Trail
Conference, as required by its Constitution. My Memoranda, Nos. 13 and 16, outlined the
situation and requested suggestions as to the locality where the Conference should be held. There
was initially some thought that it would be possible to hold this session in southwestern Virginia,
where The Appalachian Trail Relocation Committee, under Vice Chairman James W. Denton, of
Roanoke, has been engaged in determining the relocated route, which will result in the Trail
becoming far distant from the Blue Ridge Parkway, which is now followed in southern Virginia
along the rim of the Blue Ridge Plateau.
The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, of Washington, D. C„, has formally invited the
Conference to hold its Twelfth Meeting on The Appalachian Trail at Skyland in the Shenandoah
National Park in Virginia. By reason of the time situation and the necessity for affording notice
to member organizations, we have concluded that it is necessary to act in the matter without
incurring delay in polling the Conference membership, etc. Accordingly, the invitation extended
by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club has been accepted, with appreciation, by The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Several prior conferences have been held at Skyland, which affords a very suitable meeting
place. Its attractions and facilities will make for a very satisfactory conference. Very recent
developments at Skyland have made available a building where conference meetings can be
held; the previous lack of this meeting place had eliminated Skyland from consideration.
The Appalachian Trail Conference’s Constitution provides that notice of meetings be transmitted
to Conference members at least two months prior to the meeting. This Memorandum will serve
as the required notice. During March, there will be mailed to all Conference members the usual
form of announcement, program, directions for reaching Skyland, reservation and registration
forms, etc. Skyland provides cottages and dining facilities. The very fully equipped Big
Meadows Campground in the Shenandoah National Park will be utilized for camping.
Transportation facilities between Skyland and Big Meadows will be provided. The sessions are
scheduled for three days, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, May 30, 31, and June 1, respectively.
The January, 1952, issue of Appalachian Trailway News will carry a brief announcement of the
scheduled locality for the Conference meeting.
This Memorandum is being sent to the Class A, B, C, and D members of The Appalachian Trail
Conference. Organizations, affiliated with the Trail Conference, are requested to announce in
their respective publications the dates and locality where the forthcoming Conference will be
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held. All those interested in The Appalachian Trail are invited to attend this meeting but voting
privileges, etc., are necessarily restricted to delegates and Conference members.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery, Chairman
January 26, 1952. Henry E. Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, R.I. to Myron Avery.
My dear Myron,
Late in the fall I sent an elaborate report on trailwork in the Bodfish - Monson section. It went to
Jean with request that she extract any news and forward it to you. I have not heard that it arrived
Recently the new executive committee of the Narragansett Chapter of A M C voted to reimburse
me for trail tools and paint used for that work. Therefore I wonder whether the matter should be
reconsidered to clear up possible misunderstandings or whether this indicates that the Chapter
intends to withdraw its financial support for the AT in Maine. It looks as though "Hank holds the
bag for 1951.”
Before raising the issue formally with the Chapter and before making any recommendation to the
ATC and MATC, I would like to find out what payments have been made by the chapter to the
two AT groups, whether any bills were sent to the chapter, and whether there has been any
statement from the chapter about its intentions in 1951 and 1952 other than my own letters.
The Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association is competent to take over from the chapter but
I would like to follow up for one more summer if the chapter wishes to meet its earlier
commitments. If not, perhaps they will agree to an annual membership @ $25.00.
In any event, I intend to do whatever I can to arrange in advance for adequate maintenance of
that section of the trail and shall try to keep all interested parties on a friendly basis.
February 8, 1952.
PROPERTY OF MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, STORED BY
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
STORED IN SMITH’S TRANSFER AND STORAGE COMPANY, 1313 U ST., N.W.,
WASHINGTON, D.C.
MAP ROLLS
MAINE MAP ROLL 1

CASE 1

Maine Map No. 3, Katahdin (1951) 2 negatives; 2 printed copies
Maine Map No. 2. The Traveler; 2 ed. 3 printed copies
Maine Map No. 6, Barren-Chairback, 2 tracings
Maine Map No. 5, White cap, 2 tracings
Tracing of T5,6,7 and 8, 1833, by Edwin Rose
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Tracing with blueprint of Draught of a route from Fort Pownal to Quebec 1764
MAP ROLL No. 2
Negatives made by Williams & Heintz; Maine guidebook Maps 2 and 4
Roll labeled MAINE MAPS
Originals (corrected quads.) of Maps No. 8, 9, 10
Original tracing, Map No. 7
Roll (unnumbered)
Katahdin Region Map No. 3 (1951) 3 copies
Katahdin to East Branch Pleasant River No. 4, 3 copies
One envelope containing printed legends, symbols and data, for maps (prepared in connection
with Map No. 4)
*****
Original Master Copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
3 volumes-Vol. I,
beginning to p. 48
Vol. II,
p. 249 to 362 (uncorrected number)
Vol. III,
p. 362 to end.
(As of Feb. 8, 1952, all corrections are included, but page
numbers and running heads are not changed; also needs
checking.)
February 13, 1952. Myron Avery to Henry Childs.
Dear Hank:
Your letter, dated January 26, 1952, sent to The Appalachian Trail Conference address, was
forwarded to me at the Washington Sanitarium. I received it today. This will explain the delay in
replying to you. It was accompanied by a note, answering your question as to the remittances
from the Narragansett Chapter. The necessity for obtaining this information, undoubtedly, is the
reason why your letter did not reach me earlier.
I have experienced an intestinal difficulty and have been out of circulation; first at Doctors
Hospital and then here at the Sanitarium since the beginning of the year.
I wonder if you have not overlooked the action in connection with your most detailed report on
the Bodfish Farm - Monson Section. The January, 1952, issue of Appalachian Trailway News,
which has just gone into the mail, has an article on the Chapter's activities. I have sent to you, as
I recall, copies of my letters to Mrs. Mithee, to whom I forwarded your report since I was, at that
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time, in ignorance of the fact that one had gone directly to her. I am sorry if I seemed remiss in
failing to write directly after having extracted the information contained in it. It was really so
complete that there was no comment which I could have made.
The information sent to me as to the record of the contributions from the Narragansett Chapter is
as follows:
"Mr. Child's letter of November 5, 1950, mailed January, 1951, states: 'The Treasurer
gave me a check for $25.00 which is charged to the 1950 summer season. It is enclosed.”
"Neither the Maine Appalachian Trail Club nor the Appalachian Trail Conference books
show any other contribution from the Narragansett Chapter."
I am, indeed, sorry to learn of the seeming disinclination of the Chapter to continue its support
on Appalachian Trail work in Maine. Perhaps it is a matter of the new Executive Committee not
understanding the factors and arguments which you have advanced in order to initially obtain
approval of the project by the Narragansett Chapter. Perhaps there is a feeling of economy which
dictates that this project should be eliminated.
We have noted that the Club at Boston did not send, in 1950 or 1951, its usual contribution.
Your reference to the tools and paint used for the work is noted. I have had the situation checked
and our records here disclose that the following tools went forward to you:
2 pruning shears
2 "Lively Lad" weeders
I assume that you expected that the Chapter would purchase the tools. There is no record here of
any payment. There is no reason why you should bear the loss. We maintain in Maine a tool
cache for the purpose of supplying tools and paint to Trail workers. Unless you would expect to
want the tools for use in 1952 1 would suggest that you return them to us and advise us as to the
cost of paint purchased. We will defray the express charges, the cost of the paint and other
expense. If you need paint for 1952, we can supply it out of the cache without incurring any
financial expenditure.
So, as soon as you write us as to the situation, we can take care of the expense of the tools.
There were, of course, no bills sent to the Chapter or any other communications.
I think, as you do, that the Association would undoubtedly continue this activity by reason of the
interest manifested by these Associations in activities which benefit the public. It would be fine,
of course, if you could continue your activity for another year.
In any event, we shall do nothing here to alter the present status of matters until advised as to
what you finally work out with the Narragansett Chapter. If the Trail work, which is the most
difficult aspect, is discontinued, the contribution would, of course, be of great help.
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When the matter is finally concluded, we should, I think, advise the Fish and Game Association.
In any event, the next action in the matter will rest with you. We are grateful, indeed, for what
has been accomplished.
I rather think that my state of disability will be a continuous matter for quite some time.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss jean Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
February 16, 1952. From Myron Avery
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D. C.
TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB:
This communication relates to the prospective meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
which, under the practice of the past three years, has been held in the spring at Lewiston, under
the auspices of the Bates Outing Club.
At our last meeting, Roy Fairfield indicated that it would assist in the maintenance activities of
the Bates Outing Club if the meeting were held earlier than that in 1951. I have, accordingly,
thought it desirable to take up, at this time, the matter of such a meeting and to obtain the views
of the Club officers as to what action should be taken.
At the outset, I regret to have to say that I shall not be able to be in Maine or to participate in any
meeting in the spring of 1952. I experienced, in the fall of 1951, intestinal difficulties as a result
of which I have been confined, since January 1, to the hospital and a sanitarium. The prognosis is
that my treatment and recuperation will extend over a considerable period, even if a possible
operation is deferred or finally eliminated. Consequently, I have been obliged to suspend all
activities, professional as well as recreational. I am advised that neither Miss Park nor Miss
Stephenson will be able to be in Maine for a special meeting this spring.
This situation raises the question as to whether the officers now in Maine would wish to
announce, schedule and undertake, without our assistance or participation, a meeting in April. I
have thought that the exhibits and collateral publicity activities have contributed a great deal to
these meetings. The elimination of these features, by reason of the non-availability in 1952 of the
persons who have previously cared for these matters, might lessen interest in the meeting and
possibly decrease interest and attendance at future sessions.
The possibilities, which occur to me, are as follows:
(1) The Maine-residing officers could proceed to hold a meeting in April.
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(2) A communication could be sent to Club members, reporting developments and stating
that the previously-held spring meeting has been postponed. (The session would be held
at a time when it could be conducted to maximum advantage.)
(3) The matter could rest without an announcement of any character.
Some question may arise as to the situation with respect to the election of officers. The Club
Constitution provides as follows:
''III. OFFICERS
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of VicePresidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee
of five Directors in addition to the other named officers.
The officers shall hold office for two years or until their successors are elected and
qualified.
Vacancies in such office in the intervals of meetings of the Club, as hereinafter provided,
shall be filled by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.
The President shall appoint such committees as may be necessary for the proper
functioning of the Club.
*****
"V. MEETINGS
Meetings may be held at such times and places as may be called by the President and, in
the discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to the officers of the Club for
voting by mail. A majority of the votes received by mail, within the time designated by
the notice for voting on such proposals and in the manner designated in such proposals,
shall be determinative of such proposals."
The present officers were elected as of November, 1949.
There is always difficulty in caring for the election of officers at a short open meeting unless a
Nominating Committee, familiar with the requirements, has been appointed in advance and has
had an opportunity to canvass the situation thoroughly. The Constitution provides for the
continuation of activities by the present officers. Existing vacancies, as far as possible, can be
dealt with by appointment on a temporary basis.
I presume that the major problems to be discussed at any meeting are those of maintenance in
two aspects. The first is whether the Explorer Scouts' program has produced enough in the way
of results so that any reliance can be placed on it. (It may be preferable, however, not to disturb
existing arrangements if there are no indications of better maintenance.) The second major
problem is, of course, the inability of the Maine Alpine Club to maintain the section over
Baldpate and the necessity for developing a sponsor for this area. Lawson Reeves and Louis
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Chorzempa personally eliminated the "blowdown" problems last fall but there remains a muchneeded clearing of summer growth.
I think I have summarized the situation and we can take definite action upon the receipt of
advices from the addressees of this letter.
It will help if you will let me know your views at your earliest convenience.
Copies to:

Louis Chorzempa
Roy P. Fairfield
Ben L. Hadley
Miss Marion Park
Lawson Reeves
Clair Sawtelle
Miss jean Stephenson
Helon N. Taylor
Murray H. Stevens
Seymour R. Smith
Sidney N. Tappan

February 23, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am very sorry to hear of your present Illness. I knew about your attack while in Maine last
summer but thought that it was something only of short duration. I trust that you will improve
rapidly and completely.
In regards to the content of your letter: I offer the following suggestions for what they are worth.
(1) It would not be wise, nor nothing can be gained by having a meeting in April. This is
unfortunate because the meeting was scheduled and anything that has to be postponed simply
loses that much appeal and interest. On the other hand with all of the Washington members
absent, it would not be successful even tho it was held.
(2) A communication should be mailed to all members of the MATC explaining the
circumstances. It should not be left hanging in the air. That would be worse than going ahead
with the meeting.
(3) In-as-much as the attempt to hold a summer meeting was not successful when
attempted before, we have no reason to believe that it would be any more successful this year.
Therefore, it would seem that the earliest meeting would be next fall. If things did not work out
for a meeting in the fall, we would not have a meeting until next spring. Therefore, it seems that
we should have an election of officers by mail. Since a notice to all of the members seems
necessary, this would not entail much more work. Not only should the vacancies be filled but an
effort should be made to increase our strength on the board of directors. Ben Hadley has not been
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of any service since holding office and should be replaced. We are still without a Secretary. Clair
Sawtelle would accept the office if asked, which would mean another vacancy on the board. We
still lack Assistant Overseer of Trails for the Eastern and Central sections. It would seem that
there should be some material in the U. of M. group and the Piscataquis County Fish and Game
Assn. Western Maine is in pretty good shape. Our organization is weak and anything that we can
do to build it up would help. Also the new officers should come from the State of Maine.
(4) In regards to Baldpate: the Maine Alpine Club relinquished any sponsorship in the
letter which I forwarded to you. I am in contact with a group of Explorers from Rumford. They
are planning on sponsoring a booth for us at the Rumford Sportsmen’s Show. They have asked
for a section to sponsor. I am waiting to hear from them so that I can go to Rumford and show
them my kodachrome slides and talk the whole thing over with them. If they do take some trail
to maintain, I will accompany them on their first trip. I feel that we were as much to blame as the
Lewiston Explorers in their failure last summer. If you want these Explorers to take over
Baldpate, it will be necessary for you to declare that section as being vacant. While Mr.
Thebarge’s group fell down on the job, they are still assigned to the section. There does not seem
to be any possibility of their doing anything on it next year. They wouldn't even answer Louis'
letters, nor mine.
Floyd Flagg is now at Dallas and has organized a troop of Boy Scouts at Stratton. He took them
on a one day work trip last fall on the Bigelow Range Trail. He will definitely work on Bigelow
this summer. He is still in contact with Buckfield and has suggested the two groups work as a
unit. We do not have any luck writing to Mechanic Falls. They did go up on Bigelow on one trip
last summer, can not say just how much they got done. Under the circumstances, it would be best
to let matters ride on Bigelow. Louis and I will watch things there and keep a check on it. We
have not heard any more definite in regards to Roy Cushman, of Phillips, formerly firewarden on
Old Speck. If he does not go on a mountain next summer, Louis and I can count on him helping
us where it is needed most.
I would like to nominate Roy Cushman, R.F.D. #1, Phillips Me., and Floyd Flagg, Stratton
Maine, as maintaining members. There may be others too who should be given membership and
if we are not to have an annual meeting, it will have to be done by mail. {Marion—Check this
status.}
Am making all signs needed west of the Kennebec River except for the B.C.O.C. section. Have
prepared an article for the Rumford Sportsmen's Show special edition of the Rumford Times,
also a feature article in the Franklin County Journal for the Farmington Sportsmen's Show.
Am preparing a display for the information bureau at Farmington for next spring.
Another matter that I intended to have discussed at the spring meeting was whether the MATC
would help finance the building up of a set of kodachrome slides for use here in Maine. I have
got a set started which I will be only to glad to turn over to the MATC providing the Club will
finance the completion over a period of time. Otherwise I will finance the set myself for my own
personal use.
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The question of repairs on the shelter roofs and the repairs of the East Carry Pond shelter as well
as the rebuilding of the shelter at Bigelow Col were matters that were also pending.
Best wishes for an improvement in your health.
February 24, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Received your letter of Feb. 16 to the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I am sorry to
hear that you are in the hospital and hope that you will recover as soon as possible.
In regards to the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in April, I am in accord with your
2nd suggestion in your letter that: “A communication could be sent to club members, reporting
developments and stating that the previously held Spring meeting has been postponed. (the
session could be held at a time when it could be conducted to maximum advantage)”.
I do feel that if existing vacancies in officers could be filled as soon as possible, it would create
increased interest in more maintaining groups, and at the same time distribute the work a little
more evenly so that a few officers would not have to be overburdened. It would also help
tremendously if another assistant overseer could be secured in the Eastern or central part of the
state to help care for unassigned sections of the trail and maintenance problems which arise
continually. At the same time it would spur on present maintaining groups to increased effort in
those areas if they felt that someone would be making reports on trail conditions in those area.
We are having an unusually severe winter this year and I would appreciate it if any of the
maintaining groups in Western Maine should notice any unusual interference with the trail,
beyond their capacity to clear, such as the blowdown area that occurred on Baldpate last year,
that if they would notify me or other officers, efforts would be made to secure help so that the
trail could be restored early in the season, and not leave a bad impression of the trail to hikers by
being left till late or not reported at all.
You are already familiar with most of the developments along the trail in Western Maine. I am
here noting the most recent developments:
Section #18.
In the Fall of 1951, Mr. Reeves constructed a table and bench (of boards and planks) with a
seating capacity of 4 to 6 persons. This we hauled in to the Sugarloaf Lean-to on a toboggan in
December and assembled it there. We noted that new lumber operations were in progress and a
haul road had been bull-dozed along the A.T. from 0.59 m. to within ¼ mile of the Sugarloaf
Lean-to. At that date lumbering had been limited to close proximity with the trail and the trail
had been widened considerably at some points. However exact conditions of the road and trail
could not be seen due to the snow. A bull-dozed road also extends up the Caribou Valley trail
where it leaves the A.T. at 1.13 m. but we do not know how far at present.
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One of the roofing boards on the Sugarloaf Lean-to has been broken through and the asphalt
roofing torn. There was more than a foot of snow on the roof and we could not see the extent of
the damage to the roofing paper. This will have to be repaired this spring.
Section #17.
Mr. Floyd Flagg has organized a boy scout troop in Stratton recently. He wrote me a letter that
he took them out for a work trip on the Stratton end of the “Bigelow Range Trail” last Nov. to
indoctrinate his new group with Appalachian Trail maintenance practices. They removed 28 logs
and some of the bushes. It still needs a lot of work in cutting out bushes. You will note in my
trail report of last spring that this was the part that needed considerable work in cutting out
bushes and a number of logs.
Mr. Flagg wrote me that he plans to get together with the scoutmaster and boy scout troop from
Buckfield to work out plans for trail work together on Bigelow this year. I have a lot of
confidence in his work after what they accomplished last year. It will be most encouraging to
have Mr. Flagg’s assistance on Bigelow this year, in view of the lagging interest of Scoutmaster
Edroy Curtis with his Mechnic Falls Explorer group, although I believe it would be best not to
disturb existing arrangements for the time being. I still believe the explorer scout program (both
the Mechanic Falls group on Bigelow and Mr. Theberge’s group on Baldpate) would be a
success if they had leaders like Scoutmaster Floyd Flagg.
I doubt whether much work was done by the Mechanic Falls Explorer group on their section on
Bigelow. I mailed trail reports to Scoutmaster Edroy Curtis in the Spring of 1951 and in the Fall
wrote several letters to inquire about their work trips, but he never wrote in reply. While
shopping in Lewiston last December I accidentally ran across Mr. Curtis in one of the stores. He
seemed to recognize me but couldn’t place me until I had introduced myself. After a short
conversation I learned that Mr. Curtis had not been on Bigelow last year, but Scoutmaster
William Scanlon had taken his group of Explorer Scouts on one work trip on Bigelow. Mr.
Curtis said they worked in the vicinity of the Horns Pond Lean-tos and over South Horn cutting
out blowdowns and logs but was not sure of what they actually did. I asked him to get a report on
their work trip written out and have it sent to me, which he promised to do. Up to this date I have
not yet received it.
Section #19 (part).
Mr. Griscom has reported that he has put up the remainder of this signs and done incidental
clearing on his section and that the trail is still in good shape.
Section #18.
Mt. Abraham side trail—the condition is still the same as I reported it in my trail report last year.
The Mt. Abraham firewarden said he was over part of it, but did not do much clearing. Mr.
Reeves and I, together with Mr. Griscom, plan on completing it this summer.
Section #23.
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If the Maine Alpine Club wishes to relinquish their section, in view of their inability to maintain
the trail, it would facilitate in developing a new sponsor for the area. Mr. Reeves is working on
an explorer group in Rumford, whose leaders have shown considerable interest, have asked for a
section of trail to maintain, and also wish to man an exhibit booth on the Appalachian Trail at the
Rumford Sportsman Show this year. Further details concerning this group will be furnished by
Mr. Reeves. Mr. Reeves plans to personally accompany them on their first work trip to
indoctrinate the group in Appalachian Trail practices and to make sure they get the right start in
trail work. We believe that better results could be obtained if the responsibility of a definite
section such as Baldpate (which is close to Rumford) could be placed upon them.
Due to the uncertainty of firewarden Roy Cushman’s employment and the fact that he has no car,
I do not believe that we should split the Baldpate section by assigning ½ to him at present. It
would be a good idea to have him accompany Mr. Reeves and myself on our work trips this
summer at least. Mr. Cushman has previously expressed his willingness to go with us, and after a
few trips with us he would be better qualified to take over a section alone.
I have had no replies to my letters to Mr. Theberge nor any reports to this date. I also called at
his home in Lewiston on two occasions but did not find him at home. I also called on Mr. Percy
G. Canham last Fall and although he is very interested in trail matters, he is no longer active in
trail work, having passed over his duties as chairman of trail work to Mr. Theberge.
However, the matter of the Maine Alpine Club relinquishing their section would have to be
worked out harmoniously. We would not wish to alienate their support if they should persist in
retaining their section.
Copy to Mr. Lawson W. Reeves
February 25, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your recent letter about the annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club reached me last
Saturday. I was shocked to learn that you had been forced to give up both professional and
recreational affairs, to enter both hospital and sanitarium, and to face another protracted period of
convalescence. From my reading about you and from the few hours I was privileged to share
with you on the trail I had come to look up to you as a veritable tower of strength. You may be
sure that I will add my prayers to those of your family and of your many friends for your
complete and prompt recovery.
Since I am not an officer of the M.A.T.C. and couldn’t attend a spring meeting if it were possible
to have one I presume I need not comment on that phase of your letter. As for the problem of
clearing the Baldpate section of summer growth this coming season I could volunteer to do what
one man could do in a few days. My original plan was to start at the Kennebec River this year
and follow the trail north to Katahdin but if it would help relieve your mind and assist the
M.A.T.C. to maintain their section I could change my plans. I can’t be sure now whether my son
Peter will be able to accompany me or not, so I will not attempt to speak for him now. Of course
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I don’t know the Baldpate section nor what sort of condition it is in but if I can say put in three
days like we did around White Cap last summer I shall be glad to lend a hand.
Probably you are aware that the Great Northern Paper Company plans to spend six million
dollars to build a Kraft paper mill to use their hard wood pulp and the energy generated by their
new power plant below Ripogenus Dam. This new mill may be builded [sic] at the dam or it
may be located in Millinocket. In either case the company will have to provide housing for the
new personnel.
One point I would like to have cleared up is whether I am responsible for the maintenance of the
A.T. from Baxter Peak to the West Branch or from Katahdin Stream to the river. I am willing to
work the Hunt trail if that is my job but I have always felt that the Baxter Park personnel was
paid to do that. If that is not so and the A.T.C. is supposed to do the job then I am ready to do
what ever has to be done each year.
Right now I am reading “The Conquest of the Great North West” by Agnes Laut. It is the story
of the Hudson Bay Company. At the same time I have been reading the journal of Montressor
and of the men who went with Arnold to Quebec. If you haven’t read it may I suggest “North
With the Spring” as a good tonic and hope that you may experience that wonderful rebirth that
the coming season brings to the out of doors each year.
February 26, 1952. Ludwig Moorehead Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Company, New York, N.Y., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
It's just a shame that you are laid up and that you have to give up your work. I can imagine how
much regret it causes you, but now you are going to get yourself back into shape, which is the
thing that counts. I had always figured that you had too many irons in the fire and were such a
perfectionist that it was too much for even your rugged constitution, but I also figured that advice
from me would be superfluous! If it’s ulcers that you have, remember that I had them once and
got over them with no undue difficulty--except stopping smoking! You are lucky not to have to
do that.
It was exceedingly kind of you to send me the letter from Crescent. If you want it back let me
know. I mounted it on cardboard so it would not get torn and pasted a map of the region on the
back side. I have shown it to a lot of men who are interested in that country and/or trapping and
all of them found it most interesting. I was glad to hear that there was a panther up there, and
assume that Haynes’ report can be relied upon. I have rewritten Nugent on panthers, but guess
that the snow has prevented the delivery of mail to Chamberlain, if he is still there. I imagine that
the Nugents would have enough staples so that with game and fish they could make out all right.
This weather has not been equaled in Maine for a long time. I was very glad to get those
clippings, which I sent to George Grove. He is in the CIC school outside Chicago, safe after a
long stint as commander of a minesweeper off Korea. He got 23 mines. Mike was also out there
on a DE, was under direct shore fire, but got back all right and is now in the Officers’ Sub.
School at New London and can get home frequently. He went with us to Vermont last week-end,
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where there was 3 feet and 5 in the woods. We had some fine skiing and great views of the
Presidential Range, Cannon, Lafayette and Moosilauke, all of which we see from our place. The
ski emporium boys are getting out of the hands of their creditors this year. It’s about time!
I should like to send you a list of my Maine and other N.E. books, some of which you have not
read, to see if there is anything you would like me to loan you to pass away the time. Let me
know if you wouldn’t like it. Lately I have been collecting mostly things about the upper
Connecticut Valley, which has quite an interesting history. I also am getting some general books
on Vermont history. They are still pretty rugged individualists up there, although somewhat
mellowed from the days of the Green Mountain boys and their predecessors. I am proud of the
fact that my ancestor who was captured in the Deerfield raid, Joseph Kellogg, was in command
of Ft. Dummer in the days when it was the farthest outpost to protect against depredations by the
French and Indians coming down the valley or across the mountains from Lake Champlain to
attack the lower Connecticut River settlements. I may have told you that Kellogg was taken to
Canada in 1704 as a captive, aged 14, spent 10 years with the French as a voyageur and trader
and as such went by canoe from Montreal, to Huron, Michigan, down the Illinois and Mississippi
to the mouth of the Ohio and back. He thus learned all the Indian dialects and later became chief
interpreter to the English and colonial forces during the early part of the French and Indian wars.
He died on the Oswego expedition in the 1750s. I have his narrative of the Ohio trip, copied from
the archives of the Royal Society, London.
We had Horace P. Bond of the Maine Atlantic Salmon Commission speaking before the Anglers’
Club the other day. He was very interesting; unfortunately I missed it. They are doing good
work, as you know, restoring the runs by improving the Washington County rivers--that is,
blowing dams and the like.
I hope that all goes well with you. I have told Dale Ellis and Mrs. Bussell that you are laid up
and they were very sorry to hear it.
{Pardon my typing!}
March 2, 1952. From Myron Avery, President, M.A.T.C.
MEMORANDUM TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB:
This Memorandum relates to the inquiry of my Memorandum of February 16, 1952, with respect
to a 1952 Spring Meeting.
I have thought that it would be a convenience to the officers to know the situation as soon as
possible. While the Club Constitution leaves to the President the matter of taking formal steps
with respect to meetings, I have, by my Memorandum of February 16, sought the advices of the
Club officers and key workers. To have the situation known as soon as possible, I am sending
forward this note to say that the unanimous opinion is that, under the circumstances, we will be
well advised to omit the 1952 Meeting.
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At the moment, we are very much absorbed with work and communications in connection with
The Appalachian Trail Conference to be held in the Shenandoah National Park on May 30, 31,
and June 2, 1952. Copies of the announcement, program, etc., will go to all members of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club. If any find that they can be present, I wish they would notify us
so that they can report on Trail conditions in the state of Maine on the day of the program which
is devoted to “Trail Technique”.
Mr. Reeves’ and Mr. Chorzempa’s communications refer to the status of the Maine Alpine Club
and the fact, which is, of course, very desirable, that relinquishment of its section over Baldpate
should be without any objection on its part. The Maine Alpine Club has recently remitted a
contribution which continues it as a “Class B" member of The Appalachian Trail Conference. I
am sure the situation has already reached that stage but I will shortly confirm the matter with the
President of the Maine Alpine Club (Mr. P. G. Canham). In the interval, it will be in order for
Messrs. Reeves or Chorzempa to proceed, in keeping with the suggestion that the Rumford
Explorer Scouts could be utilized. This covers the most pressing' point of Club activity at the
moment.
In due course, we will prepare a letter to the Club membership and conclude whether the
vacancies in office should be dealt with at this time through me or a Nominating Committee or
remain over until the next meeting.
March 2, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I received your communication of February 16 and should have answered it long since. First of
all, may I express my genuine feelings about your physical difficulty. Doggone! It seems as
though you’ve had more than your share of illness during the past few years. I sincerely hope
that your recovery is much more rapid than the prognosis indicates.
With regard to the questions which you raise: I am willing to make arrangements for an April
meeting at some point on the campus if the other officers feel that they want one. I’m so buried
that I couldn’t devote an entire day to it, but I should think that a two or three-hour meeting
would be better than none. There’s a certain psychological advantage in getting together
periodically; otherwise the laws of inertia can effect a drifting apart all too easily. Yet, if people
are too busy, I’m willing to do my part in the communication process. I fear I have been rather
negligent at this point since last fall. Part of the difficulty pivot's about the personnel in the club
this year, but 98 per cent of it rests in my own lap. Since the middle of last July I have been
utilizing every last cheese paring of time to work on this thesis. You know how it is trying to
carry on two fulltime jobs. But the project is under control at this point. Six chapters have been
approved by Schlesinger, three more are nearly ready to go, and the rest are ready for typing.
Proofreading, etc. will drag on for another couple of months, but the enormous pressure is off.
We did run three trips in the fall. We made another assault on the logs on Elephant Mountain.
We widened the trail to eliminate several blind spots between Sabbath Day Pond and the west
end of Long Pond. Finally, on a co-ed trip we put the section from Highway 5 to Ten of Clubs
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Cabin (which is in a shambles) into class A condition. If we hadn’t had tough luck that week,
we’d have had the C Pond Bluff trail completed. The fellows who had planned to go for the
week end spent that period in the infirmary!
As we look ahead into the spring, we see two musts. From the account given by one of the
North-to-South boys we must do the section from Highway 4 to the top of Saddleback. Then the
fellows say that those big trees continue to fall in the virgin area of Elephant Mt. I should also
like to get the side trail cleared to C Pond Bluff. Until that job is done I shall be possessed by the
nightmare! I am beginning to line up five or six fellows to make an assault on that cliff, and by
gosh we’ll get it this time, or else....!
I have no strong feeling about the officer problem. I think it best that you continue if you have
the time and strength to do it. If we do have a meeting in April, couldn’t you appoint a pro tem
chairman, suggest an agenda, and let us give you a play-by-play description of the discussion?
Did you know that one Richard Du Wors (now chairman of the Sociology Department at
Bucknell) had done a study of Lubec and Eastport? I read it a few weeks ago in connection with
my own thesis, and it occurred to me that you had said something about wishing such a study
could be made. Du Wors, a Bates graduate and Harvard PhD, did this for his doctor’s degree,
and it is deposited in the Harvard archives. But he might be willing to send you his copy if he has
one handy. In my humble judgement his research does not include as much history as it might
have, but it may be enough to warrant his conclusions. The thesis tends to be full of the
sociological jargon for which Harvard is renown. But it might be interesting and worth you
reading.
Will Sawyer is off on a sabbatical this semester. He is touring the med schools of the country,
from Maine to California.
Hoping you are making a rapid recovery…
March 2, 1952. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
I appreciated your letter of February 25th, to which I will reply at length as soon as I have the
opportunity.
March 5, 1952. Report on Section of The Appalachian Trail. [This uses a form designed to
provide information for Appalachian Trailway News. “Please fill out and return to Jean
Stephenson, Apt. 1100, 1228 Eye St., N.W. Washington 5, D.C., before March 20, 1952.”]
Maintaining Organization: Maine Outing Club
Section(s): 12. Blanchard to Moxie Pond (16.9 m.)
General condition of Trail: The condition of the trail, on the whole, is good. The last work was
done on the trail in October, 1951. The trail is clear of windfalls and fairly clear of brush. There
are several places that we wish to bridge over but these wet spots are passable. There are no lean-
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tos on the section, but there is a State-owned cabin at Marble Brook, the key for which can be
obtained in Blanchard.
Condition of marking: The trail markers were painted last spring from Moxie Pond to Bald
Mountain Pond. We plan to paint the rest of the section this spring. There are several places
where A.T. markers should be replaced, which we also plan to do this spring.
Board direction signs: Board direction signs should be placed where the trail crosses the road at
each end of the section (can we get these from you or must we make them?).
Guidebook data: None
Work still needed: Construction of bridges over several wet places, replacement and checking
of the A.T. markers, annual brush and windfall removal. We also hope to build a lean-to
somewhere on the section, possibly at Marble Brook.
Prospects for 1952: We will clear out the brush and windfalls, bridge over the wet places, and
blaze the northern half of the trail. Also replace the A.T. markers if we can get some. This will
be done during May, 1952. More work will be done in the fall.
Recommended for travel: The entire section of the trail is recommended for travel.
Comment: Where can we obtain A.T. markers and signs for each end of the section (where it
crosses the road)?
Reported by: Rupert Amann, President, M.O.C., 325 Corbett Hall, University of Maine, Orono,
Maine
March 11, 1952. Report on Section of The Appalachian Trail.
Maintaining Organization: Bates Outing Club
Section(s): 19 (in part) to 22. Saddleback Mtn. to Andover-B Hill Road (41.05 m.)
General condition of Trail: Good to Excellent. 1951 work: 2 winter work trips to repair
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to (20); 2 co-ed trips of three and one day duration on Sect. 22—
Excellent for 10 of the 13 miles (all but three miles from Camp Keewadin to Ten of Clubs
cabin); 2-6-man trips, one to cut more logs on Elephant Mt. virgin spruce and one to widen trail
and clear blind spots between Sab. Day Pd. Lean-to and side trail to Round Pond.
Condition of marking: Generally good, altho there are several spots where we have to increase
the number (Ten of Clubs to Keewadin, Houghton Fire Road).
Board direction signs: All replaced during last three years, but more need to be; constant
rotation problem.
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Guidebook data: None
Work still needed: 1) Highway 4 to Summit of Saddleback (Spring, 1952), 2) Section 21: Ten
of Clubs to Keewadin and the C Pond Bluff Side Trail (Spring, 1952)
Prospects for 1952: See above
Recommended for travel: Definitely
Reported by: Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
{3/11/52. Notes to jean Stephenson and Louis Chorzempa, accompanying report.}
March 12, 1952. Walter Harding, Secretary, The Thoreau Society. University of Virginia,
Charlottesville, to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I am trying to locate the copy of the first edition of Henry David Thoreau’s MAINE WOODS
that once belonged to the late Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm of Bangor, Maine. I have been told
that you purchased some of the books from her estate, and I wonder if that was among them.
As you may know, Mrs. Eckstorm was the foremost authority on Thoreau’s Maine expeditions
and her copy of the book was thoroughly annotated out of the years of her experience. I tried to
persuade her in her last years to publish the information in the book. But although she was
always willing to share her knowledge, she felt just too busy to get around to it. Now, if possible,
I would like to get her information into print for the use of future scholars.
Any help you could give me in locating her book would be greatly appreciated.
{Charlotte Hardy, J. Felix Randett}
March 15, 1952.
THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL RECREATION CONFERENCE
At
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
Program of the Mountaineering Section
Skinner Hall Auditorium
10:00 A.M.

New England Trail Conference – j. H. Vondell, Chairman
Annual Meeting—Discussion of Trails and Shelters, All of New England
The latest on the subjects.

12:00

Lunch in Draper Hall, on the campus – 75 cents.
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2:00 P.M.

Skinner Hall – Chairman j. H. Hitchcock, A.M.C., G.M.C., Worcester
“The Latest Doings on Vermont’s Long Trail” – R. O. Buchanan
Veteran Chairman of the Long Trail Patrol and Past Pres. Of the Green
Mt. Club—with kodachromes.

3:00 P.M.

“Hiking Sixty Miles of New Hampshire’s High Peaks”—Miss S. Alberta
Stuteman, A.M.C., Springfield. This trip will carry you from Evans Notch,
Over the Carters, Presidentials, to Lonesome Lake with beautiful kodachromes.

4:00 P.M.

“Shooting the Rapids”—Neil Douglas, Meriden, Conn.
Exciting movies of White Water Canoeing against fine New England scenery.
Our first featuring of this rare and skillful sport by a speaker noted for his
Travels, explorations, and lectures.

5:45 P.M.

Cafeteria dinner together in Draper Hall – 90 cents

6:45 P.M.

Skinner Hall—“Fit As A Fiddle”—Skit by Metawampe Club

7:00 P.M.

“Glimpses of our Western Mountains”—Dr. Charles P. Alexander, Dean,
School of Science, Univ. of Mass. Dr. and Mrs. Alexander have spent many
summers in the West. His knowledge of all phases of outdoor life coupled
with fine photography makes his lectures outstanding.

March 15, 1952.
REPORT OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
to be read at the meeting of the New England Trail Conference
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club coordinates the efforts of the organizations and individuals
maintaining The Appalachian Trail in Maine (257 miles).
The Trail across Maine is on the whole in good condition, although summer growth and briers
may be encountered in some sections. The Great Northern Paper Company’s development at
Ripogenus Dam has resulted in a road along the Penobscot West Branch which utilizes the Trail
route for a short distance. Lumbering on the north slope of White Cap may cause some
interference with the Trail route this summer. There has been a temporary relocation from the
summits to the lower slopes of a portion of the Barren-Chairback Range, due to the aftermath of
lumbering and falling birch.
There is a continuous chain of campsites east of the Kennebec River and of lean-tos west of the
Kennebec, which together extend from Katahdin across Maine to the New Hampshire line.
All of the Trail is recommended for travel.
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The Club has held its annual meeting in Lewiston in April. One of its most recent activities has
been the preparation and distribution of some 5,000 copies of a leaflet of a warning nature,
outlining the type of travel to be expected and precautions to be taken. This has met with an
extremely good reception and excited much favorable comment. Copies of this leaflet are
available, to be distributed to those attending the New England Trail Conference.
March 16, 1952. Clair Sawtelle to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I should have answered your letter long ago. Very sorry to know of your extended illness, and
trust that by this time you are well on the road to recovery. Somehow it doesn't make sense for
you to be laid up.
With no meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club this spring, 1 don't know whether there
will be an opportunity for election of members to the Club or not, but I should like to put up the
name of Eric Vickery, Unity, Maine, for a maintaining member. Eric worked well on the trail last
year, and is enthusiastic about it. I know that he will put in several days this season, and
membership in the Club will be added incentive.
We were on Katahdin last September, and I should like to comment on the condition of the trail
between the old lean-to site and the Boulders. The trail is badly washed, and there is a lot of
clearing out of exposed roots that needs to be done. It isn't anything new; the same condition has
existed for years. Now, however, it is so bad as to offer a definite danger to hikers. I would
estimate about four man-days of work would take care of it.
I didn't get over all my section last year; running into quite a bit of slash from a lumbering
operation kept us on a section that we had put in good condition the fall before. Hope to get
through to East Carry in good season this year. All signs are up except one, to go at East Carry.
Markings are distinct, although should be renewed before too long. The Jerome Brook lean-to is
badly in need of a new roof. just what can be done about that, I don't know at present.
With kindest regards, and best wishes for a speedy and complete return to your vigorous good
health…
March 17, 1952. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, North New Portland, Maine.
Dear Friends in Washington:
Please let me explain that I am not a typist so please excuse all mistakes for I can assure you that
there will be many. However with the hunt and punch method and the many errors, I know you
will say that it is a vast improvement over my terrible hand-writing.
1 have intended to write and bring you all up to date on things around this part of the world, but I
am very lazy this Winter for some reason. Maybe it is the weather or the snow, we sure have
plenty and it looks now as if it would be next Fall before it went off. Elwyn has not worked for
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over a month as there is so much snow it is impossible for him to get around where he is working
alone, if there were others or a team or tractor, that could make a track, it wouldn’t be so bad. So
we are taking life easy. We get around a little now that the roads are not so slippery, I really don't
like to travel on ice.
Last Fall we sold 500 acres of our woodlot to W. H. Hinman Corp. and we planned to stay at
camp this winter but the very last minute they decided not to start cutting up there so that left us
with out a job, so we started in hunting for a job and a place to live. We are on the road between
Kingfield and No. New Portland, have a very small camp which is very warm in fact too warm at
times. We have Louise home week-ends which helps her pass away the time.
We reserved the entire shorage and five hundred feet back, that will give us all the land we need.
We also sold the Hinmans a camp site and they have built a very nice camp down toward the
boat landing. We had a very busy Fall with anywhere from four to twelve regular boarders, men
working on their camp. So with the hunters we were going all the time with even a hired girl and
Louise for one week.
We expect they will start cutting next Fall so we may stay in there next year. There is only a very
small part of the Appalachian Trail on our land so I don’t think they will do any damage. They
bulldozed a winter truck road up through from the present parking area to just behind our camps,
they didn't follow the old tote road, although they knocked out a few rocks and old trees on our
road as they used that to haul the lumber in.
Our camps are just the same, and we are plodding along in the same old way. The only change is
that the old mountain ash tree is slowly dying, we expected that it would go down this winter but
she is still there. I have tried to get Elwyn to cut it down but it is like killing a cat, hates to. Now
he says he thinks too much of his saw for the thing is full of nails and bullets.
Elwyn and l have talked all winter about going up on the new lake ice fishing but with the
weather and icy roads we didn’t go until yesterday some friends took us up on this end, we didn't
get any fish but had a good time. They have drawn the water down so low that there is very little
water only in the holes. Louise and this friend and I went up to the old Ledge House and all we
saw was the half burned remains of the upper story, and the camps up on the ledge are partially
torn down or ready to fall down. They have been up there this past week and tried to burn what
was left but the snow is drifted so much and of course the water was up to the eves before they
drew it down. We could look over across and see the mighty trail that the Storeys cleared so long
ago.
When I said that there was only a small part of the Appalachian trail on our land I meant out
toward Jerome Brook.
There was a great deal of traveling over the trail on this end besides the hikers, some local boys
made the trip from West Carry to Katahdin and there were others that made small trips, I think I
counted 13 in all. We certainly enjoyed the write ups by the boys that made the entire trip. I
never thought that Papendlck would ever make it at the rate he was going when he was at camp,
but guess the lack of people from there on perhaps helped him along. Hall certainly was the
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eager beaver when he was at camp. Evidently one fellow got by me somehow. I wished I had had
more time to have talked with Espy.
I think you remember the Witham's, Mr. Avery, they bought a place at No. Anson but didn’t like
very well so had a chance to sell and make a dollar so now they are in Kingfield and are more
homesick than ever. I don't think they will ever get settled down anywhere for they were too old
to start life in a new place. The rest of the people seem to be quite happy. I can't say that I think
Little Flagstaff is a place that I would want to settle but I suppose there are so many friends all
there together that they don’t mind it.
I may have told you in some of my letters that the plaque that was on the big rock on the Parson's
trail had been set in a stone at the dam, well recently there has been some sort of a squable over
it. 1 don't know just what but they have taken it up to New Flagstaff. I thought that having it at
the dam was very appropriate, for, from there you were looking right across the lake to the
mountain.
The Great Northern has built a truck road in to Pierce Pond, they don't allow any travel over it
although the Northern transports the guests to Perry's Pierce Pond Camps and Perry has a right to
go over it I think.
There has been a lot of lumbering all around but a tough winter for the small outfits, in fact,
some have moved right out for they just couldn't do anything, the ground isn’t frozen and when
we get a soft day the sleds go right through to the mud. They claim there has been over eleven
feet of snow in some places. And we are afraid that there will be a lot of high water for the water
content is 7 3/4- inches and I say that is high.
We were in to camp about two weeks ago and the snow along the trail was with-in about six
inches of the trail marks at the height of land, so you see it hasn't settled much.
There are a few crows around so we have hopes, also the snow has been covered with snow
fleas, maybe they are crazy like the rest of the world.
Up on the Eustis end of the lake they have been having a fishing derby, last reports said that they
had taken over 4000, pickerel and perch. Last Week on Sunday there were over 60 fishermen
there,
Louise is still going to No. Anson, she is a junior this year, 1 don't know where the time has gone
but I suppose it’s because she has been away to various schools while she was in the grades and
now has to board out down there. The girls won all basket-ball games but one so was in on the
Kennebec League games. Louise is now worrying for fear that next year they won't have as good
a team and will be left out in the cold.
Well I must close and round up a bite to eat, seems as if that is all we do is eat and sleep.
Hoping you are all well and that we may see some one this year, it’s been a long time, no see.
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P.S. In the March 3rd, issue of Life magazine in the back part in the write up about Rev. Duke
you will see a picture of Elwyn's mother 85 years old, his sister and her husband (from left to
right), on the next page a couple old guides from over Magalloway that we know.
{Copies to Reeves, Chorzempa, Fairfield, Park, Stephenson, Helon Taylor}
March 18, 1952. D. H. Watson, Atlantic Region Engineer, United States Department of the
Interior, Geological Survey, 1109 North Highland Street, Arlington 10, Virginia, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed are two copies of the composite proof of the Greenville map. One copy is for your files
and the other is for notations as to errors or omissions, which is to be returned to this office.
The proof copy of the Sebec Lake quadrangle will follow in about a week. We would appreciate
your commenting on the proofs in view of your thorough knowledge of the area.
We extend to you a welcome to visit our plant, when your health will permit, which has been
enlarged since your last visit to Arlington.
Enclosure
March 18, 1952. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
I am in the course of getting together some material to constitute a letter report to the members of
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The reports from the officers in Maine indicated that it seemed advisable to them to defer the
meeting. However, it would seem unwise not to take some action to avoid any possible thought
that the project was lagging. Hence, the necessity for the communication to the members.
We also have very considerable labor and correspondence in connection with The Appalachian
Trail Conference to be held in the Shenandoah National Park over the Memorial Day holiday.
All the people on the Maine Appalachian Trail Club mailing list will receive the program,
announcement, etc. Most of them receive Appalachian Trailway News.
I would like to ascertain what activities Hollingsworth & Whitney have under way on White
Cap. Things change very fast and they may have already slashed across the Trail route. By
reason of your past contacts and proximity, you may be in a better position to get the "inside
dope" than I through writing my usual letter of inquiry. If, however, it is not convenient for you
to do this, please let me know and I will write directly. Sidney Tappan plans to repeat, early in
the summer, his trip of last year and I would like to have him know at least what is intended.
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You will have, in a short time, the Supplement to the Katahdin Section of the Maine Guide,
which sets forth all the developments in the Katahdin area, particularly the new trails connecting
the north and south portions of the Park. It is hard to keep the Guidebook current with all of
Helon's activities.
When I last saw you, we talked of the possibility of your assuming the Club Secretaryship. By
reason of the deferred meeting, the election of officers will be postponed. Lawson Reeves tells
me that he has also discussed this matter with you and that you are receptive to undertaking the
position on a trial basis. (I comment on this lest you have concluded that Lawson was sending up
somebody else’s "trial balloon".)
I would like to include in the report, which I am preparing to bring Club affairs in order, a
statement that you will act as Secretary. You will not find the correspondence aspect
overburdensome. Miss Stephenson has sent to you the package of literature which could be sent
out in response to inquiries. The matter of membership applications and cards is very simply
handled. You could let us know the items which you have on hand and which you need. Miss
Park would arrange to have a stamp made to correct the letterhead.
I have been following, with great interest, the reports of the snowstorms in Maine. The items
about flying out the lumber crews on Second Mattagamon Lake are a far cry from the old days
when the lumbermen went in and stayed for the winter. I am wondering whether the excessive
snow accelerated or checked the ski development on Sugarloaf.
Cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
March 19, 1952. Report on Section of The Appalachian Trail.
Maintaining Organization: Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association and Narragansett
Chapter, A.M.C.
Section(s): 10 and 11. Bodfish Farm to Blanchard (20.52 m.)
General condition of Trail: Was very good on October 3, 1951. Last maintenance work was
completed on the above date. From the Bodfish Farm to Blanchard it is very plainly marked. All
heavy obstruction removed. We have had a very heavy fall of snow this winter, which will cause
more work in 1952.
Condition of marking: Practically all markings were repainted or replaced, in August and
September of 1951. There will have to be new A.T. markers in some spots replaced in 1952.
Board direction signs: There should be new directional and mileage board at right turn at
Monson Village Corner of Main & Pleasant St.
Guidebook data: There has been an alternate route made from Watson Farm towards Little
Wilson over a new bull-dozed road. Clearly marked. (Please refer to Mr. Child’s report.)
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Work still needed: There was encountered between Old Stage Coach Camps, Site and Little
Wilson Stream a pulp operation, which will require attention early in 1952 which P. Co. F. & G.
Assn. Will attend to.
Prospects for 1952: The Little Wilson Company [sic] Grounds will need a lot of attention in
1952. A lot of work has been done there in 1951.
Recommended for travel: I would recommend this section to all after June, 1952.
Comment: I would like to give great praise to the Narragansett A.M.C. for the fine work they
have done in 1951. The P. Co. F. & G. Assn. will try to do more in 1952. Thank you.
Reported by: Manford D. Knowles, Guilford, Maine
March 19, 1952. Myron Avery to Walter Harding, Secretary, The Thoreau Society,
University of Virginia.
Dear Mr. Harding:
I have your letter of March 12, 1952. Your informant was, unfortunately, in error. I am one of
those who would have liked to have obtained items from Mrs. Eckstorm's collection but did not
have that opportunity. I have to content myself with her correspondence and her contributions
over the period of years.
Since your source of information was not indicated, in an effort to assist you, I am noting factors
which you may already know.
Mrs. Eckstorm's sister, Miss Charlotte Hardy, very shortly after Mrs. Eckstorm's death, sold her
books. I am told that no record was kept. Some years ago, Mr. A. J. Huston, Bookseller,
Exchange Street, Portland, Maine, was the source for books on this order. The Bangor Public
Library purchased Mrs. Eckstorm's manuscripts, etc., so that it has a very remarkable collection.
The librarian, Mr. J. Felix Ranlett, may be a source of information. I would rather think,
however, that unless this volume was particularly handled, it was sold to booksellers and that
there is no existing record of its disposition.
March 19, 1952. Myron Avery to D. H. Watson, Atlantic Region Engineer, United States
Department of the Interior, Geological Survey, 1109 North Highland Street, Arlington 10,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. Watson:
I appreciate very much your letter of March 18, enclosing two advance copies of the U.S.G.S.
Greenville Quadrangle.
This Quadrangle is of very considerable interest. It covers an area where the topography is
confusing and where there had not been hitherto available any detailed maps. I have derived
considerable pleasure in re-traveling this area.
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This Quadrangle includes two of the three towns (Monson and Blanchard) through which The
Appalachian Trail in Maine passes. I had thought that it would make the Trail route clearer to
indicate its exact course between Monson and Blanchard, which I have done on one of the
advance sheets which I return herewith. I trust that it is not too late to insert the words
"Appalachian Trail" on this short section of trail.
My next comment relates primarily to the Sebec Lake Quadrangle, which I look forward to
receiving shortly. Where the Trail comes onto the Greenville Quadrangle from the east it passes
three ponds. The nomenclature of these ponds is very much confused, locally. You will, no
doubt, receive some criticism of whatever nomenclature you use. Our "Guide to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine" (4th ed.), at page 227, sets forth some of the names which have
been applied locally to these Ponds.
I am enclosing an extra copy of this letter, which can be attached to the Sebec Lake Quadrangle
by way of comment on the nomenclature difficulty.
While I appreciate that it is not a matter to be noted on the map, the Greenville Quadrangle has
the unique distinction of including an area which was cleared out of the forest to become a
settlement and was abandoned in 1858. This is where The Appalachian Trail crosses Little
Wilson Stream. I have indicated the reference on the side of the map.
1 look forward to the pleasure of a call at your office in the near future in order to see your
improved facilities.
Enclosures -

Map
Extra copy this letter.

March 19, 1952. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I now have an opportunity to write more leisurely in response to your letter of February 25.
Shortly, we shall be sending you the SUPPLEMENT to the (1950) Katahdin Section, which
contains the data on the new road along the south bank of the West Branch. If you go over it by
car you might bear in mind to check the data. This road will make easier maintenance between
Rainbow and Daicey Pond in affording access. (Since the bridge is not finished, the road may be
completely barred to travel in 1952.) I would suspect that the trail markings and signs along the
short section of the old tote-road have been destroyed by the road work. The point of departure
from the tote-road toward Rainbow lake may be completely obscured. That would require
remarking and the use of some temporary board signs.
The Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail will have to be officially shortened so as to extend from the
road crossing of Horse Race Brook to the north bank of the Lake.
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I have thought about your suggestion that you could clear in the Baldpate region. That is a hard
area to reach; the work involves little return. Reeves and Chorzempa have, I think, matters there
well in hand so that the necessary clearing will be cared for this summer. I do not want to make
any suggestion that restricts your expanding trail travel but, from the viewpoint of a contribution
to the project, I think more would result from your adhering to the plans which you made, last
summer, for your 1952 trip.
I am making inquiry from Hollingsworth & Whitney to learn what happened on White Cap this
winter. Probably we will hear, one of these days, that the Company has very suddenly cut across
the Trail route and that the promises to keep the Trail free from tops and brush were
unfortunately overlooked. It is most regrettable that the developments in lumbering are steadily
eliminating the few remaining uncut sections in Maine. (Watch for the firewarden's trail when
you are there.)
As to your question with respect to the maintenance area assigned to you as of record. We are
preparing, in connection with the forthcoming Appalachian Trail Conference, the usual list of
trail maintaining organizations. As appears in the Appalachian Trailway News list, the area
assigned to you is from Baxter Peak to the West Branch. As far as the clearing of downfalls is
concerned, we would expect that to be accomplished by the Rangers under Helon's direction.
The marking is, however, quite another matter. We want that section — because of the extent of
travel and prominence — always marked in a model and standard manner. This is particularly
important on the above timber line sections where the blazes could be easily too numerous or too
far apart. The last renewing of this marking was accomplished by you. For this reason, I think the
record should accord with the fact and that you should officially appear as the sponsor for the
section from Baxter Peak to the West Branch. (This is with the expectation that the Rangers will
have cut out in the spring the down logs.)
You refer to a book by Agnes Taut. I have read many of her productions and have "Pathfinders
of the West", which stimulated a great deal of my reading along that line. Since you are delving
in this literature, you may find it of interest to see the Hudson's Bay Company publication, which
was reviewed in Appalachian Trailway News. Do not return it.
1 am, in addition to the work on the Skyland Conference, planning to send out a letter to take the
place of the postponed meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. At the next meeting, we
shall need to elect new officers. We had planned to have three Assistant Trail Overseers, who
would coordinate activities, etc. I would like, on a trial basis, to have you appear as Assistant
Overseer from Monson to Katahdin. This is the trip which you plan to make this summer and it
would formalize what you are doing informally. I am the more anxious to have it appear this way
since my recuperation process during 1952 will, I fear, keep me from covering much of this
section. I anticipate going to Lubec early in the summer. The extent to which I will visit the
Maine woods in 1952 will depend upon the degree of replacement of worn-out parts, etc. I
would, however, like to see the M.A.T.C. organization a little more formalized until its next
meeting and to bring you officially in. You have accomplished a tremendous amount for us and
have eliminated many problems. This formal declaration of status will not, as I say, involve any
more responsibility than you bore last year. It would be only a matter of testing the situation until
the next meeting. I think this brings us up to date once more.
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cc:

Miss jean Stevenson
Miss Marion Park

March 19, 1952. Myron Avery to Percy G. Canham, 84 Harvard Street, Auburn, Maine.
Dear Mr. Canham:
We have concluded, in view of the pending Appalachian Trail Conference and other activities,
that it will be desirable to defer the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which we have
held in Lewiston in the spring. These are very pleasant occasions and we shall be sorry not to see
the friends who have been in the habit of attending these meetings.
I am in the process of sending out a report to the members of the Club as a substitute for the
session. In this connection, I wanted to make sure of the correctness of my understanding that the
Maine Alpine Club had found it necessary to relinquish maintenance of the Baldpate area. Your
Club recently sent a contribution to the Appalachian Trail Conference so that it will be listed as a
"Class B" member of the Conference in the program and announcement of the forthcoming
Conference, which you should receive early in April.
I thought it impossible that the November, 1950, hurricane should not have done some damage
to the Trail in Maine. It was unfortunate that it had to be added to the problems at Baldpate.
While Messrs. Reeves and Chorzempa cleared the downfalls, they report that there is a very
extensive growth at the base of the mountain on both sides. It was unfortunate, too, that the
anticipated Explorer Scout activities in this section did not work out.
I wanted to be sure that all of us correctly understood that the Baldpate area is now a "no man’s
land". Your organization maintained this area for many years in excellent condition and, while
we very much regret the present situation, the Club can find much satisfaction in its previous
accomplishments.
cc:

Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Mr. Lawson Reeves
Miss jean Stephenson

March 23, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy,
just a few lines to let you know that I have received your report. It gives me a good idea of what
has been done the past year. I note your intention of running two work trips this spring. One to
finish clearing on Section 22 and the other to the Saddleback region. I would be especially
interested in knowing the condition of the trail on Saddleback, in view of the extensive
lumbering near Eddy Pond the past two years.
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I note in your report that you have had a maximum of activities on the trail last year. And as is
also the case with Mr. Reeves and myself, we never find quite enough time to finish all that we
plan.
The Rumford Explorer Scouts are planning to man a booth on the Appalachian Trail at the
Rumford Sportsmen’s Show this week with Mr. Reeves’ assistance.
March 24, 1952. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I am now catching up with the accumulated correspondence resulting from activities in
connection with the Conference scheduled in the Shenandoah National Park and my letters to the
officers of the Maine Club in connection with our spring meeting. I sent you a note, saying that I
would write at a later date in connection with your letter of February 23.
I have dictated a letter to Club members, which I anticipate sending out around April 1, which
covers most of the matters to which you refer. I have thought it advisable to try to fill, on a
tentative basis, the office of Secretary by following through on my discussion with Clair
Sawtelle. If he is of the same mind as earlier, that will care for that aspect.
There is no benefit in naming officers who do not function; we would only have the Clark
dilemma. Sidney Tappan plans to cover eastern Maine again and, while he has a Massachusetts
address, he comes as close to meeting the requirements for an Assistant Overseer in the eastern
section as there is available. I see no one, with prospects of permanence, who can be used at this
time in the central section. Something might eventually come out of the Piscataquis group but we
have not yet reached that stage. The Narragansett group may turn over the Bodfish Farm Blanchard section to the Piscataquis Association and restrict itself to money contributions. The
University of Maine Club has a very changing membership and, unless we should find somebody
in the college comparable to Sawyer or Fairfield, there would be little prospect in that area. In
any event, we will have the gaps in the offices filled as far as possible until the next meeting.
Fortunately, the Constitution provides for "hold-overs". The Baldpate situation is moved along as
far as possible so that you and Louis are in a position to talk with any prospects without creating
any objection on the part of the Maine Alpine Club.
While Cushman's activity is on the uncertain side, we thought that the advantage of making him
a sustaining member would outweigh any expense or cost involved. Consequently, we will take
care of Cushman, Flagg and Vickery.
1 do not see that anything can be done with respect to the East Carry Pond and Bigelow Col
Lean-tos. I have urged, without success, that the Forest Service rebuild this through use of
watchmen. I have not developed any interest, unfortunately.
We have just received a long letter from the Storeys, with respect to the sale of some of their
land, and developments in that area. I shall have the letter copied because there is so much
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information which should be passed on to those who know the area. A great deal has happened
up in that terrain.
While we are putting those matters in shape, it occurs to me to mention again the matter of the
Veeder, Root meters. You, no doubt, have in mind my suggestion that you mention it to your
contact who supplied the meters. The meters sent to us cannot be used because they do not have
the star-shaped contact points. I had asked you to mention it to your friend and, if the company
felt disposed to do anything more, we could return the meters. I had considered, as I wrote, that it
was inadvisable to try to do anything by correspondence since I had had no success in dealing
with the problem generally. As it stands now, the meters can not be used because they will not
contact the sprockets. We have a major relocation pending and it would be very desirable to have
the reserve of two working meters. At the present time, it would be necessary to rebuild the
contact points in order to use them. I am sure that you have it in mind and will mention the
situation if you have an opportunity.
I think this covers all the pending matters. My letter of April 1 will cover any points I have not
dealt with. I will send out a separate memorandum with my ideas as to the slide situation.
I am hoping that the heavy snows will not increase our trail clearing burdens next year.
cc:

Mr. Louis Chorzempa

March 25, 1952. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
I neglected, in my letter of March 18, to mention one factor. We provided Stanley Attwood with
a full set of the letters sent to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the minutes of meetings,
etc., which were issued in the past two or three years. In some way, the folder became lost and
Attwood cannot now locate it. We will assemble for your use — since it is essential that you
have such a set — a full set of the letters and records and send them on to you in due course.
Assistant A.T.C. Secretary Stephan will care for the matter of getting these items together in a
binder for you.
The other matter is the question of preparing membership cards. The Sustaining Membership
cards are not annual documents but, once issued, remain in effect. The regular (or dues-paying
membership) is a matter of renewal when the period expires. Miss Park has been handling the
sending out of both types of membership cards. I would leave for you and her to decide whether
this is a matter for the Secretary rather than for the Treasurer. It might be that she would use
cards signed by you as Secretary.
Since I failed to cover these two points, I am anticipating your questions.
I shall send, soon, copies of a long and very informative letter from the Storeys. There have been
developments in that area. Nothing remains constant.
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cc:

Miss jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
March 25, 1952. Myron Avery to Mr. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co.
Dear Mr. Cook:
This seems to be a year in which I am obliged to trouble you to a considerable extent in
connection with Great Northern Paper Company activities. We have just learned of a Great
Northern Paper Company activity, which affects The Appalachian Trail on the west bank of the
Kennebec River. It happens that this was a section which was not covered by any trail
maintaining crew during the past two years and no one reported the development to us. For a
number of years, opposite Caratunk, on the west bank of Kennebec, there was a graveled road
leading west for about a mile and a half. Then it turned north and went, I understood, toward
Otter Ponds. I was told that it was a Central Maine Power Company development.
The word that we have now is that the Great Northern Paper Company has extended the road at
least to Pierce Pond Camps. I do not know how the Kennebec is crossed and whether the road
stops at the outlet of Moxie Pond [sic, Otter Pond?] or continues west. You will see from our
Guidebook description that we have a lean-to on a blue-blazed trail about three-quarters of a mile
west of the Camps formerly operated by Ralph Sterling at Caratunk.
I am enclosing a copy of the map. I would greatly appreciate your making inquiry as to where
this road ends at the present time and the prospect of any development.
*****
Turning to Katahdin. You will receive, within a few days, the 1952 SUPPLEMENT, which
brings the 1950 KATAHDIN REPRINT up to date. The Reprint has had an excellent sale and, in
two or three months, we shall issue a new edition of the Reprint; the printer has the work well
along. The new Reprint will bring all these matters up to date. Things move so fast in the central
Maine woods that it is difficult to keep up with these road projects.
It will be of great help if you, as you have done in the past, will send us the needed information
on the Pierce Pond development.
Enclosure – M.A.T.C. Map No. 8
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Clair Sawtelle
March 25, 1952. Percy Canham, Maine Alpine Club, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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In reply to your letter of March 19, I think you are correct in your understanding that the Maine
Alpine Club has given up maintenance of the Appalachian Trail in the Baldpate area.
Following the termination of my being chairman of the Trail Committee, Mr. Ovide Theberge,
123 Holland Street, Lewiston, took over that work, working through the Explorer Scouts, and I
understand the Scouts did considerable work on the Trail. How things are now and what the
prospects are for future work, I don’t know.
I am very sorry that the activities of the Maine Alpine club seem to have come to a standstill, and
very sorry too that I personally can’t do any more Trailwork. The work trips that we have had
and the association with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club have been very pleasant, but
circumstances are such I guess I can’t carry it on any more.
Being associated with people like you and other A.T. enthusiasts has been a very enjoyable
experience.
March 26, 1952. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High St., Oakland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
1 have your letter of March 18. Shall be pleased to get the latest information from H & W
regarding the White Cap area, and will write you again as soon as I have contacted Mr. Sawyer.
As for taking the job of Secretary for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, I had discussed this at
some length with Lawson Reeves and he seems to feel that it might be advantageous to the Club
if I did so. The amount of correspondence I wouldn't think would be heavy, and I probably can
find the time to give Club matters prompt attention. If it is the wish of the group, I will take this
on, and do the best I can with it.
It may be that Lawson has some information regarding the Sugarloaf ski activity. I don't hear
anything about it in this area. The warm weather of the past week has lowered the snow a lot, but
there is still several feet in the woods. Went by some maple trees today that were tapped, and the
sap is running almost a stream. It should be a good year for the sugar makers.
March 26, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter written the 19th and posted the 24th reached me yesterday. It is always pleasant to
hear the latest news about the Appalachian Trail especially about that portion of the trail which
lies in Maine. While you didn’t specifically say so, I hope that I am correct in supposing that
your health is, at least, relatively better. I shall continue to hope and to pray that you may make
further progress so that the clean salt air of Lubec may fit you for the balsam ladened breeze, the
sand and the sunshine of the Joe-Mary lakes later this summer.
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Since my only reason for volunteering to clear the summer growth along the Baldpate section
was to further the overall trail maintenance project, I am happy to learn that the Baldpate
situation is in hand, and that I can go ahead with my plans to hike from Kennebec to Katahdin. I
plan to carry my saw and axe with me so that I can cut out occasional blow downs. If there are
signs to be put up and you can get them made up and shipped in to camps along my route like
you did last year, I will handle that detail also. Of course there are those signs which were sent
last year to Antlers, and the one I carried beyond its destination. I mailed that sign to Yoke Pond
Camps, and if Keith Skillin didn’t put it up I will when I go through. You will want a trail report
like those I returned last summer. We can expect that there will be extra work on White Cap both
up the south slope and down the north side. Then there was the Barren-Chairback business you
spoke of last fall. Would it be more helpful if I were to start at Monson rather than at the
Kennebec? That would give me a couple of days more for White Cap in case that is messed up
badly by H&W’s lumbering. As you mention there will be some painting, markers, and signs
needed along the road from the Cable bridge to Horse Race Cove. I can do that from York’s.
I understand and accept my assignment from Baxter Peak to the West Branch and, of course, I
will take care of it as usual. If you believe that I can help the M.A.T.C. by accepting the
Assistant Trail Overseership for the Monson to Katahdin section I shall be pleased to lend a
hand. You understand my situation I believe. I have three weeks vacation during which I can
help out with trail maintenance. The rest of the year I can not get away from my various other
commitments. Anything I can do during those three weeks I shall be most happy to do.
Thanks for the Hudson’s Bay Company publication. I subscribed for “The Beaver” on the 9th of
February but I haven’t received my first copy yet. Along with my Hudson’s Bay reading I hope
to find time to dig up some stuff on John Ledyard. Some time when you write will you explain
the use of the word “heater” as used in the expression Big and Little Heaters below Ripogenus
Dam in the West Branch?
Remember me to Jean and Marion.
March 27, 1952. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield. {U. of New Brunswick scholarship to study
connection with Maine.}
Dear Roy:
I appreciated very much your detailed letter of March 2. I also appreciated your willingness to
carry the burden but thought that it was inadvisable to have all this load fall on you.
I am, of course, glad to know that the thesis is progressing. I can imagine Mrs. Fairfield's
reaction but my personal interest is such that I, too, shall have a feeling of relief when you are
"properly educated" and the pressure of becoming a Ph.D. is ended.
Apparently, there is no end to the falling of the hurricane-weakened timber. You certainly made
an extraordinary effort in the way of special trips to eliminate the sub-standard portions of the
B.O.C. section.
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I had not heard of Will Sawyer’s trips to visit the medical schools.
I felt sufficiently chagrined when the monograph "An International Community on the St.
Croix", by Harold A. Davis, appeared and I knew nothing of the project. I have had an exchange
of very pleasant correspondence with him but my failure to reach Lubec last summer precluded
making personal contact. I doubt if he has any particular material that bears on my problem.
My chagrin increases to an immeasurable degree to learn that a study of Lubec and Eastport has
been accomplished. I am writing Mr. Du Wors to express my local interest. The only thing that
alleviates my lacerated feelings in the matter is the probability that nobody else in the area knew
of the project. Miss Stephenson has always had designs on Machias as a proper study. I doubt,
however, if, with her list of priorities, that Machias is in much danger.
Now, that I am a gentleman of leisure — a man with no occupation — I have high hopes of
picking up my long-intended research on the history of Eastern Maine. It is curious that all the
work in that connection has been done by the Canadians. Unfortunately, too, I am commencing
too late, for some of the most qualified researchers on the Nova Scotia side have departed from
this earthly scene.
To return to the Trail. We will be glad to know how you make out on your spring trips. I trust
that the heavy fall of snow is not going to pose an additional problem.
The progress with mechanized lumbering in Maine is extremely discouraging to those who
would like to see something left of the original forest growth. It is grievous to compare presentday conditions with what existed in 1933. I suppose that matters will not rest until the last of the
spruce on the west slope of Saddleback is cut off. Incidentally, the system of trails at those
ponds, the proprietor of Saddleback Lake Camps told me, resulted from an extensive private
camp development which was reached from the north slope.
I shall look forward to learning when the day arrives that you can stroll the Bates Campus
without the feeling that you are simply like the rest of us, a mere uneducated mortal.
{Will you help me by making a point of checking trail data on all trips you are on? Particularly
the extent of the auto road on Saddleback.}
March 27, 1952. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I appreciated very much your detailed letter of February 24.
I have been somewhat loaded down with correspondence; however, with the letter of April 1
going to all members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the Memorandum of the same
date about the slides, together with the copy of my letter of March 25 to Lawson, I think that I
have covered most of the outstanding matters.
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Sidney Tappan plans to commence his trip at the Kennebec River, so we will have an appraisal
of the conditions between the Kennebec and Bodfish Farm. I believe the Piscataquis County Fish
and Game Association did a remarkable job there last year, together with Mr. Childs’ group.
The lumber operations, with the bulldozing of roads, is certainly a major problem. I am waiting
to hear from Fairfield as to the extent of new interference on Saddleback. Your word about the
operations around Sugarloaf is disturbing. You write that the haul road had been bulldozed
"along the A.T. to within one-fourth mile of the Sugarloaf Lean-to". I suppose that you mean
from Bigelow Stream. How does the haul road happen to come in at 0.59 m. rather than starting
at the highway? This section was an old haul road and probably did not present too much
difficulty in converting it.
I am wondering how the ski people made out this winter — whether there was too much snow to
do much trail work.
I had rather thought that the Mechanic Falls Explorer group was set to do some good work but it
looks as if that had not materialized.
We have so much work to do to keep everything in order that I did not feel there was any great
necessity in pressing the Mt. Abraham side trail connection. The usual story of these side trails is
that, when the original sponsor leaves they fall on the Club, Mt. Abraham has a regular trail to it,
of course, which makes it less desirable to construct a new trail.
I have received no reply to my letter to Mr. Canham but we are certainly justified in going ahead
on the basis that this section is a "no man's land", assigned neither to the Scouts nor to the Maine
Alpine Club. If you people are able to induce the Rumford Explorers to go into the section it will
be a real contribution.
I have not had any word to indicate whether the extent of snow has caused unusual trail damage.
Apart from your own observations, Tappan's report will probably give us a good appraisal of the
situation.
I have sent you a copy of my letter to the Great Northern about the road leading to Pierce Pond.
As I recall, you went to the Camps last year. The road might well have been constructed at that
time and have ended at the lake on the other side of the brook. Since you did not mention it, I
assume that, if built, it did not do anything more at that time than replace the fire- road.
In a little while, when my letters are received, I think that matters will be all taken care of.
{Copy Reeves}
March 28, 1952. Myron Avery to Elwyn and Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
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It was certainly a pleasure to have your letter of March 17 and to learn of all the happenings in
the north country.
First, I want to compliment you on your typing abilities. I refuse to believe that you have not
been doing this for a great many years. It has a near-professional appearance. I have been
pounding away at machines for more years than I want to remember and my product is a very
extraordinary-appearing affair compared with your letters. Incidentally, your handwriting is most
readable, which is more than I would say for certain ladies, who will have the pleasure of reading
your letter!
While I am circulating your letter in Washington, there is a lot of information which will be of
much interest to people who work on the Trail, so I am sending copies to Messrs. Sawtelle,
Reeves, Chorzempa and Fairfield. {and Helon}
You will have seen the account of the through Trail travelers in Appalachian Trailway News.
Mr. Shaffer wrote an item about these trips in the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club's Bulletin. I
had thought that you might wish to see it so I have sent it on to you.
Miss Stephenson has written an article for Appalachia (the journal of the Appalachian Mountain
Club) about these trips and I am suggesting that she bear in mind to send you a copy when it
appears in July.
Changes in the Maine woods are occurring with unbelievable speed. It seems only yesterday that
I walked across the field at West Carry Pond Camps, with the roundwood tree in full glory. I am
sorry to see that it is dying for it will mean the loss of a landmark. We have some beautiful slides
of it. Elwyn is certainly right in thinking that it is filled with bullets and nails. That may give it a
longer lease on life. We just cannot seem to keep up with all the developments. The only section
not reported on last year was from the Kennebec River to Pierce Pond and you tell us that it is
now a dirt road all the way. The first mile and a half was built a number of years ago by the
Central Maine Power Company. I have written a friend in the Great Northern to find out whether
Pierce Pond is to be the end of the road. I had not heard who had taken over the Sterling Camps
but, from your letter, I assume it is someone by name of Perry. Mr. Chorzempa walked through
to Pierce Pond last summer, so I judge that the road is on the other side of the brook from the
Camps or has been built very recently.
The next time you write, I would like to know what the Hinman people are cutting. That is
whether it is spruce and fir or if they are getting into the hardwoods. I suppose that you intend to
continue to use your old tote-road and that the Hinman road would not be passable except in
winter.
I still am optimistic about getting up to see the new developments. I have not done very well of
late. Since last June, it seems to me that I have spent half my time in hospitals or in a sanitarium.
My troubles seem to have come down on me all at once. My present trouble is an intestinal
difficulty, which I think would be cured if I could persuade the physicians to install a new
copper-lined stomach. The special diet was anything but a pleasure, particularly when I would
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think of how baked togue a la West Carry Pond Camps would taste in preference to what they
were serving as food.
I expect to spend a great deal of time this summer at Lubec, after I get the intestinal difficulties
adjusted. My troubles from 1951 on will explain why I have not been in your section of the
country for some little time.
I have been reading, with amazement, the stories of the extent of snow and flying out the lumber
crews from the country north of Katahdin. It seems to me that things must be changing for, in the
old days, the crew stayed in all winter and no one bothered much about the snow.
Louise is certainly making rapid progress. She should be satisfied with swimming and fishing
prowess! I take the Sunday Telegram and I shall watch for her name in the basketball team’s
line-up.
I suppose that you duly received the copy of Mr. Fobes' study on Grafton Notch. I thought that
he could have done a great deal more.
Mr. Sawtelle writes that the roof of the Jerome Brook Lean-to is in bad condition. We hope to
get it repaired before it becomes too badly damaged.
Miss Stephenson, being retired, is busier than ever before. We tease Miss Park about the
investigations into the Department of justice.
I am afraid that there is very little of interest in this letter, since I have led a very inactive role for
the past few months. I did want you to know, though, how much I appreciated your taking the
time to write me all the news in your section of the country and I hope you will continue to keep
me posted until I can catch up again with matters at first hand.
cc:

Miss jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

March 28, 1951. Ludwig Moorehead, Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company,
New York, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
This is just a line to tell you that at lunch to-day the Vice President on legal matters of Allied
Chemical told me that they had just signed papers in Bangor conveying to the Company a
township in the vicinity of Katahdin Iron Works. They bought this for its pyrites deposits. The
attorney for the sellers requested, or the recording officer did, that they not be kicked off the
branch of the Pleasant River which runs through the property, as they prized the fishing there
highly. I trust the soulless corporation will not disregard their pleas--and will not pollute the
stream! The sellers were families and charities.
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March 29, 1952. Myron Avery to D. H. Watson, Atlantic Region Engineer, U, S. Geological
Survey, 1009 Worth Highland Street, Arlington 10, Virginia.
Dear Mr. Watson:
I refer to my letter of March 19, returning the combined proof of the U.S.G.S. Greenville
Quadrangle.
I return herewith proof of the U.S.G.S. Sebec Lake Quadrangle. I received two copies on March
27. This sheet is also of very great Interest to me.
I have the following comments.
We term (omitted from the proof) the entire range "The Barren-Chairback Range”. When The
Appalachian Trail was originally routed along its crest, it was an unparalleled stand of spruce
and fir. The St. Regis operations, over the past ten years, have cut off all the spruce and have left
the Range so devastated that we are presently obliged to have the Trail route detour the north
slope of Barren and Fourth Mountains. We advised your field people of this change which they
have noted. However, the words "Appalachian Trail" remain on parts of the old route. I have
crossed these out and drawn the present route in red to aid in the proper placement of the name
"Appalachian Trail". The circuitous route at the east end of Long Pond is to retain what we can
of the mountain range.
"Henderson" Brook appears in our Guide as "Bog" Brook. Henderson was a camp proprietor
here many years ago.
My letter of 19 March commented on the confused local nomenclature of the ponds on little
Wilson Stream. Our Guidebook has them (east to west along the A.T.) as Beaver, Prescott and
Little Wilson.
The pond on the crest of Barren Mountain (2,409 ft.) is well known as Cloud Pond and that name
might well be added to the map.
The following comment relates to conditions existing in September, 1950. (Your field check is
dated that year.) The road, built by the St, Regis Paper Company and its predecessors, extends,
as I have indicated, to the depot camps on Mink Brook at the northwest base of Barren
Mountain. The road extension is of the same character as the road which terminates on the map
at the clearing known as Bodfish Farm or Intervale. Our Guidebook terms the brook, where the
road terminates, as "Mink” instead of "Mud". I have always heard the former term. Late in the
fall of 1950 the Maine Forest Service constructed a firetower on the crest of Barren Mountain
and built a firewarden's camp at the east end of Cloud Pond. The tower is reached by tote-road
and trail from the St. Regis depot camps at Mink Pond. I attempted, without success, to obtain,
for our two-color map of the Barren-Chairback Range in the Maine Guidebook, the exact
location of the tower and trail. Forest Supervisor Robert G. Hutton, Greenville, Maine, had not
then been on the mountain and was unable to plot the exact location of the tower or trail. This is
a feature which existed in 1950.
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One of the best sources for the local names in the north portion of the map would be Ralph M.
Dore, former proprietor of the sporting camps at the west end of Long Pond, who now resides at
Monson, Maine.
The nomenclature in the northeast corner is in error. The "Appalachian Trail" here is the Gulf
Hagas Trail, which is described in the fourth edition of the Guidebook. The stream is not "Gulf
Hagas Stream" but the "West Branch of Pleasant River". Gulf Hagas Brook is correctly indicated
with its Screw Auger Falls.
I appreciate very much the opportunity of seeing this proof.
Enclosure - Advance proof sheet
"Sebec Lake Quadrangle"
Extra copy this letter
March 30, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
The 1952 Rumford Institute Sportsmen’s Show is over and now we can give a resume. We did
not plan on sponsoring a booth this year because of the great distance of travel required. Mr.
Rosmand, director of the Institute, secured an Explorer Boy Scout troop from the Mt. Zircon
District to man the booth for us and we cooperated with them in supplying displays and I helped
man the booth Saturday afternoon and evening. Not only do we have Mr. Rosmand to thank for
securing this group to man the booth but they have definitely asked to be assigned the Baldpate
section of trail to maintain. From my conversation with Mr. Alvin Mortenson, Box 66,
Ridlonville, Me. Chairman of Explorer Scouting and the leader of the group who sponsored the
booth for us, I think that this group will work out very well.
Kindly write to Mr. Mortenson, welcoming him to our ever increasing fraternity and thanking
him for sponsoring, the booth for us.
Mr. Rosmand informed me that the attendance for the three days was 6840. Mr. Mortenson had
1000 copies of our four page mimeograph leaflet run off and we ran short Saturday night. This
will show the interest that the booth had and the number of people that we reached. We did not
show any kodachrome slides this year.
Last spring at our annual meeting I suggested that we design something of a semi-permanent
nature for a booth, that could be quickly set up and knocked down and moved from one
Sportsmen’s Show to another. From the results this year I am even more convinced that by
securing people to man the booth from the towns and cities where the show is held we could
have a booth next year at Lewiston, Rumford, Farmington, Waterville and Dexter. This is
something worth thinking about during the coming year. Mr. Mortenson was so well pleased
with the results of his boys that he is already considering how he can improve the booth for next
year.
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I prepared an article for the Rumford Falls Times newspaper at Miss Stephenson’s suggestion.
Louis provided six snapshot negatives, expecting that Mr. Everett K. Martin, editor, would use a
couple of them. However Mr. Martin used all six of them. We secured 116 inches of single
column space in the special Sportsmen’s Show edition. Not only did the Rumford Falls Times
use this special edition but the Wilton Times, which is also published by the Rumford Falls
Times used the same material with the Wilton Times masthead. Therefore, every subscriber of
both the Rumford Times and the Wilton Times received a copy, as well as copies sold at the
newsstands and those distributed free at the Show. I secured enough copies so that I am mailing
copies to most of the officers of the M.A.T.C.
I would suggest that when we have a booth again, that there are a few Guidebooks available for
sale. Quite a few people took down the Conference address so that they could order the books by
mail.
I have arranged with the Franklin County Journal to publish an article by one of the two
Farmington Boy Scouts who hiked the entire distance across Maine last August. This will either
be used in connection with the Farmington Sportsmen’s Show or separately. When it is
published, I will send a copy to Miss Stephenson for the scrapbook.
cc: Clifton Rosmond, Everett K. Martin, Miss Jean Stephenson, Helon Taylor, Alvir
Mortenson, Roy Fairfield, Clair Sawtelle, Louis Chorzempa
March 30, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Am sending the copy of the “Times" by separate cover.
There has been a couple of new developments that has come up that I can report. I have talked
with Louis Chorzempa and he feels that now he has been over all of his section in Western
Maine and that it is in pretty good shape, and that he has reopened up the Bigelow Range Trail
and the Mt. Abraham side trail so that he will have a little more leisure time, he can take on a
little more distance this summer. We have not decided on anything definite yet but he has in
mind about half of the state instead of one third. This will be a great help to us since his
inspections and clearing is so outstanding that we can relieve our minds of worries where he
covers. As soon as he has reached a decision as to just how far further east he wants to go, he
will write you. This kinds of makes it a little more urgent that we get the far eastern section
covered by an Overseer.
Floyd Flagg was in to see me one day last week. He is finished with his job at Stratton and is
now in the process of securing a new job. He thinks that he might go back to Buckfield. In any
case he assured me that he will take the Buckfield and Stratton Boys on Bigelow for a week next
summer and he will try to finish what he did not get done last summer.
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I have made some progress on the slide collection which I spoke to you about before and asking
if the MATC wanted to sponsor the set or if I should go ahead on my own for a personal set of
my own.
There is still an unusual amount of snow in the woods for this time of year. Trail work will be
delayed at least two weeks this spring. Since we did not get many bad storms as far as wind and
heavy snow is concerned it would seem doubtful if we got much damage to the trail this winter.
I hope that you are feeling better by now.
cc. Louis Chorzempa, jean Stephenson, Clair Sawtelle
April 1, 1952.
TO MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB:
This letter is sent to members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for the purpose of setting
forth developments which would, in the usual course, be reported at meetings such as have been
held during the past years at Lewiston under the auspices of the Bates Outing Club.
Activities, in connection with the pending Twelfth meeting of The Appalachian Trail
Conference, to be held on May 30, 31 and June 1, 1952, in the Shenandoah National Park in
Virginia, and other factors have necessitated a postponement of the usual spring meeting of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club. The Program and Announcement of the forthcoming
Appalachian Trail Conference will be mailed to M.A.T.C. members in April. Shenandoah
National Park and the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia are an extremely interesting area. (Club
members, who find it possible to attend this meeting, are requested to advise me in order that
they may be registered as Maine Appalachian Trail Club delegates and report on Appalachian
Trail conditions in Maine.)
There are now summarized the major activities along the Trail route in Maine during 1951.
TRAIL CLEARING:
Each May issue of Appalachian Trailway News reports conditions along the entire Appalachian
Trail. (Most members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club receive Appalachian Trailway
News.) I, am, therefore, noting here only major Trail activities.
The entire Trail, with the exception of between Moxie Bald Mountain and Middle Carry Pond,
was worked over in 1951.
Messrs. Chorzempa and Reeves exhibited their usual energy in dealing with problems in western
Maine. After the season’s labor was thought to be finished, there was reported that the
November, 1950, hurricane had rendered impassable a section of Trail across Mt. Baldpate. (It
was decidedly surprising that word as to this damage should be so late in being reported by
hikers.) Chorzempa and Reeves undertook an emergency expedition; the number of logs cut out
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

50

on their work trip in November comes close to a record for the time involved. The Maine Alpine
Club has advised that it is no longer able to care for the maintenance of the Baldpate area;
arrangements are under way to obtain a new sponsor.
The Bates Outing Club ran additional trips to eliminate problems on its 40-mile section.
Lumbering on Saddleback presents new complications. Hurricane-weakened trees continue to
come down in the sag between Elephant and Old Blue Mountains.
Early in the year, Sidney Tappan and his son, Peter, of Beverly, Massachusetts, traveled from
Third West Branch Pond to Katahdin to eliminate difficulties along this section. Later, Seymour
Smith, Jean Stephenson and Sadye Giller, with Mr. Tappan's assistance, at the north end, painted
and cleared Trail from the Penobscot River south to Nahmakanta Lake.
The interest of local Fish and Game Associations in the Trail project and their activity in trail
maintenance have been very encouraging. The Franklin County Fish and Game Association has
assumed maintenance of the area between Mt. Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream. The Piscataquis
County Fish and Game Association, last year, contributed materially to the improvement of the
section between Bodfish Farm and Blanchard. In addition to the Trail clearing, a campsite,
needed to complete the chain, was installed by the Association's trail workers.
TREASURER'S REPORT:
To complete the record, the report of Treasurer Marion H. Park is attached. Proceeds from the
sale of guidebooks and the KATAHDIN REPRINT are utilized to defray the cost of the
publication of these volumes. Sales from the forthcoming (1952) edition of the KATAHDIN
REPRINT will be used to defray its cost.
MONITION NOTICE:
Some 5,000 copies of the enclosed M.A.T.C. Monition to Trail Travelers have been printed. It
has had wide distribution and commendation. The Green Mountain Club of Vermont (with
M.A.T.C. permission) reprinted this leaflet in the Club's Long Trail News, adapting the language
to that Club's situation.
LEAN-TOS:
The rebuilt lean-to at Rainbow Lake, at a site where it will not now experience vandalism by
fishermen, is reported to be a very satisfactory structure.
Messrs. Chorzempa and Reeves, who re-roofed the Sugarloaf Lean-to, have found that the
Spaulding Mountain Lean-to requires repairs. Clair Sawtelle has reported the need for work on
the roof of the Jerome Brook Lean-to. The East Carry Pond structure has been badly damaged by
spring fishermen and the bunk space greatly reduced. The Bigelow Col Lean-to requires
rebuilding.
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Unfortunately, since all these structures in Maine were built by the CCC about fifteen years ago,
the necessity for repair arises practically at the same time.
TRAIL DEVELOPMENTS:
The anticipated cutting across the Trail on the north slope of White Cap may occur during the
Hollingsworth & Whitney operations in 1952.
There is another road crossing of The Appalachian Trail route, resulting from the building of the
"cut-off” road from Ripogenus Dam to Millinocket along the south bank of the West Branch of
the Penobscot River. The bridge across the River at Abol Stream, has not yet been finished;
consequently, the extent of any restrictions on the use of this road has not been determined. The
existence of this road will make easier maintenance between Katahdin and Rainbow Lake, which
has always been very difficult.
The Great Northern Paper Company has built a road from the Kennebec River to Pierce Pond.
This affects 3-1/3 m. of Trail.
GUIDEBOOKS:
The Katahdin Section of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (published in
1950) has had a very extensive sale. A new edition, to reflect developments in the Katahdin area,
is in the process of publication. In the interval, there has been issued (price thirty-five cents;
obtainable from The Appalachian Trail Conference) a Supplement, which brings up to date the
Katahdin Section through including the data for the new trails in the Katahdin region. (These
include the Old Pogy Road and the Pogy Notch Trail and furnish substitute pages 221 to 239,
inclusive, for the KATAHDIN REPRINT.)
PUBLICATIONS:
The "Book" of The Appalachian Trail in Maine, prepared by Jean Stephenson and exhibited at
previous Club meetings, is now on permanent display at the Maine Publicity Bureau office at
Kittery, Maine. Smaller exhibits are being prepared for the other Maine Publicity Bureau offices
LANTERN SLIDES; PUBLICITY:
The illustrated lantern slide lecture on The Appalachian Trail in Maine has had very extended
use. Mr. Sawtelle has given several talks on the Trail during the past year as have Messrs.
Reeves and Fairfield. Nearly each issue of "The Pine Cone" has carried an item pertaining to the
Trail in Maine, or on some subject related to the territory through which the Trail passes. There
have also been numerous newspaper items.
OFFICERS:
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Mr. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine, has been appointed Secretary to fill the
unexpired term of Stanley B. Attwood, who is, unfortunately, obliged to relinquish extracurricular activities.
Mr. Sidney Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts, will act as Assistant Overseer for
the section between Monson and Katahdin. Mr. Tappan vacations at Daicey Pond (and on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine).
MEMBERSHIP:
Since the meeting in Lewiston in April, 1951, the following have been elected to Club
membership:
MAINTAINING MEMBERS
Member

Proposed by

Roy Cushman, R.F.D. #1, Phillips, Maine

Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine

Eric Vickery, Unity, Maine

Clair Sawtelle, Oakland, Maine

Floyd Flagg, Stratton, Maine

Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine
ANNUAL MEMBERS

J. Fremont joy, 70 Googin St.,
Lewiston, Maine

Frank T. Gutman, 120 Highland Ave.
Auburn, Maine

Robert J. Tomberg, 8600 Boulevard East
Hudson Heights, New jersey

Howard E. Holmes, 304 South Broad St.
Trenton, New jersey

Miss Dorothea M. Marston
Hallowell, Maine

Hugh Donald Chase
Unity, Maine

Donald D. Kennedy, Kidney Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
*****
Sincerely yours,

Myron H. Avery
President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club
4531-45th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
Enclosures - 2
Treasurer's Reportj
M.A.T.C. Monition Notice.
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Enclosure 1

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
AUGUSTA, MAINE
GENERAL FUND
January 1, 1951 – December 31, 1951
RECEIPTS

Bank Balance, January 1, 1951
Sales:

Maine Guidebook
Katahdin Reprints
Maps
Miscellaneous Publications
Map Cases

Dues
Contributions
From Walter D. Greene Fund

$ 260.69
$ 326.75
396.05
97.39
24.70
10.20

855.09
27.00
71.05
47.37
Total Receipts…………………….. $1,261.20
EXPENDITURES

Cost of Publications:
Katahdin Reprint
$ 774.60
Maps
269.00
Miscellaneous Publications
48.45
Repairs to Shelters
Paint
Photographs, posters and other informational publicity
Bank Service Charge
Postage, rubber stamps and other incidentals
Total Expenditures
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1951

$1,092.05
42.29
17.06
46.22
6.00
5.42
$1,209.04
$

52.16

WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND
RECEIPTS
Balance on hand, January 1, 1951
By Contributions
Interest

$ 4.05
160.81
33.35

$198.21
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EXPENDITURES
Transfer to General Fund

47.37
Balance on Hand, December 31, 1951

$150.84

April 2, 1952. From Myron Avery
MEMORANDUM TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB:
I am engaged in bringing to a conclusion, as far as possible, the matters mentioned to me by Club
officers in various letters recently sent to me. Most of the matters are covered in my letter to the
Club membership, under the date of April 1, 1952, which is mailed herewith.
The matter, which I discuss here, is one which 1 thought could be dealt with to better advantage
in this Memorandum rather than in the letter to the membership at large. Lawson Reeves
included in his letter the following:
’’Another matter that I intended to have discussed at the Spring Meeting was whether the
M.A.T.C. would help finance the building up of a set of kodachrome slides for use here
in Maine. I have got a set started, which I would be only too glad to turn over to the
M.A.T..C., provided the Club will finance the completion, over a period of time;
otherwise, I will finance this set myself for my own personal use.”
The Treasurer’s Report accompanies the letter to members dated April 1. A study will show the
limited sources of revenue, which are mainly contributions and any receipts from published
articles. (In addition, there is paid into the Walter D. Greene Fund annually approximately
$150.00, which is usually expended for the routine expense of Trail maintenance. Proceeds of
sales of Guidebooks are used to pay publication costs and, as fast as the situation permits,
reimburse the underwriters of the Maine Guide. Those funds are ear-marked.) The annual
membership dues provide very small revenue.
We fully appreciate the value and importance of having a lantern slide lecture exclusively on
Maine. That is why, some time past, we expended considerable money in building it up. We also
appreciate that local convenience would be greatly served if it were kept in Maine instead of
being handled together with the Katahdin and A.T. collection from Washington. However, there
is considerable advantage in handling all three collections as a unit. Moreover, while Messrs.
Sawtelle, Reeves and Fairfield have made the most use, locally, of the collection, assigning the
collection to a "headquarters” in Maine still involves the shipping problem.
Mrs. Jacobs has devoted much conscientious work to keeping the collection in order. I find, on
checking her records, that the collection has been in Maine for most of the time for the past two
years, with occasional requests for its use elsewhere.
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I would question the advantage of an additional second Maine collection — even if the financial
aspect were not controlling here. The number of groups in Maine, to which the collection can be
shown in the future as a new matter, will be steadily decreasing and there should be more
opportunities to use it outside of the state. Consequently, I anticipate that the demand for use in
Maine should not increase to any material degree over the present average. Continuing the
present system does mean that our officers will be obliged to check with Mrs. Jacobs the
schedule for the use of the lecture before committing themselves to any obligation. I do not think
this will be too burdensome in the future.
There is, however, one aspect of the slide collection which impresses me as of great importance.
This is the factor of improving the quality of the collection. This Maine collection has had hard
usage. It has been used in improper lanterns so that some of the slides are badly burned. In fact,
unless a powerful lantern is used, the collection gives unsatisfactory results because of extended
prior usage and fading. The needed improvement can be made by Lawson’s sending to Mrs.
Jacobs the slides which he has, which she can immediately copy and substitute in the present
collection. (Copying slides costs approximately thirty cents each.) Thus, with a small
expenditure, we will have a greatly improved collection. Others, who have the opportunity, could
similarly borrow slides of scenes along the Trail to have copied and substituted in the collection.
The matter of obtaining representative slides to cover all the state for a new collection involves
considerable work. The present collection is fairly representative. On the whole, without limited
finances, I think that our purposes are best served by steps to improve the existing collection. To
that end, I would ask that you forward at once any available slides to:
cc: Mrs. Eleanor P. Jacobs
April 2, 1952. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We were very glad to hear from the warmer part of the U.S.A., although I guess we shouldn’t
complain, but I understand from friends that you are having 80 degree temperatures there in
Washington. Is that natural or is it due to the heated arguments? Ha.
I am writing again soon to ask you what I intended in my last letter. Would you please send me
Mr. Fobes’ address so that I can write to him. I did receive the study on Grafton Notch and
thought it very good, but, of course, I, too, think there could be more added, but, perhaps, he did
not intend to go into the later history. I have often thought as we ride along up through there,
what tales some of those old landmarks could tell if it were possible for them to tell things.
Now, I must set you right about some of the things that I might have misled you on. About the
road to Pierce Ponds It starts at the Fish hatchery, at Dead River, and goes onto Bates Ridge,
then on to Pierce Pond to the Great Northern Camps, which are in Lindsay Cove. I do not know
whether this road connects with The Appalachian Trail or not, for we can’t seem to find out. I
took it that you thought that this road was on the Kennebec side; no, it is from Dead River side. It

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

56

is no use — you have got to come up here and get this new eruption of the north woods looked
over.
Now, next, as far as we know, the Sterling Camps are still in operation by the Sterlings, or at
least go under their name. Perry’s camps are on the upper pond and as far as we know are not
connected with the Sterling’s camp.
The Hinman's will cut hardwood for that is about all there is to cut on this lot.
Yes, we will use the same old tote-road for the one they bull-dozed is only for a winter truck
road. We met one of the Hinman cruisers yesterday and he had just been up to see how much
snow there was in the tote-road for they wanted to take their boats in before the mud season and
he said there was a good three feet on the level yet, so they will wait until it gets down to about
20 inches then go in with a lag tractor and haul the boats on a dray.
Were you lucky enough to get one of the copies of the snow edition that the various papers put
out? It has 102 blizzard pictures around Maine. They have printed several editions and you have
to order them from the Press Herald or Waterville Sentinal. I would send you one if you haven’t
already got one, if I can find another one somewhere.
To tell you that we have snow is putting it mildly, for you can’t realize what it is like unless you
are here floundering around in it. Elwyn has not worked for five weeks, for he just could not do a
thing, cutting. He started in this past week to try and cut but he has to shovel from two to two
and a half feet away from every tree before he can cut it so you see he can’t do too much, and it
is just as hard as if he was sawing with a buck saw with the extra shoveling. It does seem odd to
hear about them flying the woods crews out but I guess they couldn't get the supplies in, was the
reason. You know this modern way of logging isn’t like the days when they had a barrel of
molasses and a barrel of rum side by side.
I don’t know whether you will see Louise’s pictures in the paper or not; seems to me she said
something about them not being good enough to put in. She is on the second team this year but,
next year, will be right out front on Team One.
Last night it rained all night and until about three p.m. Then it started to snow and is still at it.
Brother, where do she come from? What a winter, everyone says. I have seen all the snow I want
to for one year. The roads are all bare now so I have ventured to try and drive but I do so little it
is like learning all over again.
Today’s papers were full of the doings of the brave fishermen on opening day. It said that some
anglers had to use snowshoes to hurtle the snowdrifts. Crazy Ikes!!
If you succeed to get that copper lined stomach let me know for I sure would like one, mine has
acted up all winter, Hope you are feeling better and if you get so you can take care of one of
those togue feeds come up and we will see what we can do about it,
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We enjoyed the articles in Appalachian Trailway News, about the travelers and will look forward
to the Potomac Bulletin, with Shaffer’s writeup. Also, just read Miss Stephenson's writeup in
"The Pine Cone”. Did you read about my Alma Mater? Gould’s Academy. Oh, yes, did I tell you
about Elwyn’s mother's and sister and husband's pictures being in the March 3 issue of LIFE? It
is in the back part in the writeup about Rev. Duke. I told El's mother that she was sure hitting the
highlights to get into LIFE after 85 years.
Well you know it’s time to eat again and at this time of year things begin to taste rather tasteless
to me so I have no desire to get a meal.
Hope I have answered all your questions and if you haven't got a copy of the blizzard, let me
know soon.
cc: Helon Taylor, Clair Sawtelle, Lawson Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Louis Chorzempa, Miss
Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
Aril 2, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Thank you for the copy of the “Beaver” which arrived yesterday. I haven’t read it yet, of course,
but I flipped the pages and skimmed over the photographs and the articles. It will be especially
interesting reading in connection with Agnes C. Laut’s “Conquest of the Great Northwest”. I am
on the second volume of the conquest now. Last week I re-read “The Tempest” and this week I
have started Dante’s “Divine Comedy”.
It will be interesting to follow the program of the Swiss expedition up the south west face of
Everest and to learn whether their light weight oxygen equipment works satisfactorily.
To get to our own humble hills I notice in the guide book of the A.T. in Maine that the public is
not allowed to climb Boarstone Mt. Does that restriction still obtain? Last Saturday evening I
amused myself reading and re-reading the south to north Monson to Katahdin trail data. It
seemed to me that by starting at Monson I would have two or three extra days which could be
used to advantage clearing trail wherever it may be needed. Last year I missed the trail to Little
Boardman Mt., and I didn’t have time for Joe Mary Mt., or the section from the foot of
Nahmakanta to Wadleigh Farmsite. I should like to see more of Wadleigh Pond and Pollywog
Stream too.
I hope the spring weather will materially assist your complete and steady recovery.
April 2, 1952. D. H. Watson, Atlantic Region Engineer, United States Department of the
Interior, Geological Survey, 1109 North Highland Street Arlington 10, Virginia, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Many thanks for your comments on the Greenville and Sebec Lake quadrangles.
Mr. Nottage passed through the office today and will be back in the vicinity of Greenville,
Maine, shortly after May 1, to take up the final field check of the Roach River and Cooper
Mountain quadrangles.
We are looking forward to your visit to the Region office. The Roach River and Cooper
Mountain quadrangles are just coming off the multiplex.
cc: Mr. Nottage
April 5, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Yours of the 24th March was delayed in being mailed so that I did not get it until yesterday.
Since you wrote this, I have written my letter of last Sunday.
I have not had a chance to talk further with Louis since I received your letter. I think that what he
had in mind was to extend over to Troutdale Camps. This would divide the trail almost in the
middle. Rather than go out on a limb and announce this, it would be best for him to discuss this
with you, which I had expected he would do before this. If that is what he should decide, it
would save 8 or 10 miles for Sidney Tappan. If Sidney is willing to repeat last year’s inspection
again this year, I should think it best to appoint him as an Assistant Overseer for the Eastern half
of the state. I do not want to give the impression that I have any objections to people living out of
the state holding office. The only thing is that people living in the state are nearer to the trail,
they have better chances for contacts, and it makes a closer knit organization. We are spread so
thin at present that we can not afford to refuse any assistance from anyone. The bad feature with
Sidney Tappan is the cost that is involved. The Club does not have enough funds for this expense
to be continued year after year.
I had heard reports last summer from fishermen that it looked as if the Storeys were getting ready
to close up. They were not doing any repairs and things were going down hill.
Re: the meters. I am still somewhat confused. I understood that the meters would not work with
the disc used on the present wheels but they would work by using the rollers which fasten to the
ten spokes. I was under the impression that what you wanted to do was to standardize the two so
that they would be interchangeable. You will realize how difficult it is for me to go back to Mr.
Perfect and ask for more specialized work to be done after he was so good as to go out of his
way and not charge us anything for these. I have not seen Mr. Perfect all winter. Evidently the
last time that he called at the mill I did not meet him. He will be around again in a few months. If
you will send me the two meters and also one of the old ones for me to show him just what is
wanted, I will discuss it with him. Failing in that it would be necessary to have a watch
repairman or specialized mechanic make them up special. It might be several weeks before I
would have a chance to learn something definite.
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Re: the slide collection: it would be best to discuss this before you sent out a memorandum. We
should have a clear understanding about everything before it is announced. You have not said
that you was in favor or endorsed the project.
All of these things can be handled so much better at an annual meeting when the officers can get
together and discuss such activities in person. It seems that there are more things to be talked
over than ever before.
cc: Louis Chorzempa
P.S. Very pleased to hear from you that you have appointed Clair Sawtelle Secretary. This will
help fill a need.
April 7, 1952. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I have received your good letter of March 26.
I appreciate what you have written. I have thought, since the future is unpredictable, that it is
desirable to cover now the matters which would be required in connection with your proposed
trip. This is also by reason of the fact that I may not be able to deal with the matters with as
much expedition when you are preparing to get under way.
To clarify my status. I am experiencing a double disability. last June, I "blew the circulating
tubes'’ with the well-known resulting disabilities and required cessation from activity. My
primary difficulty, however, is intestinal. I have been, since the first of the year, on a treatment of
rest and observation prior to determining whether I obtain "new parts” or get rid of excess
"worn-out" internal apparatus. I anticipate final decision about May 1. If I go back to the hospital
it will mean that I will be incapacitated for a further period.
So, under these circumstances, I think it most desirable to cover, now, the points with which we
would need to deal in connection with your trip.
The choice as to whether you would commence your trip at the Kennebec River or Monson
would be one, of course, for you to decide. Starting farther west would involve three days more
travel but would afford you the opportunity of seeing some additional terrain. The Sterling Hotel
at Caratunk would be your take-off point; Caratunk is on a bus route. One day would take you to
Moxie Pond. I suggest you might want to stay at the sporting camp there. The next night could
be spent with the firewarden on Moxie Bald. There are private houses at Blanchard. Monson is
an easy day's trip. There are no accommodations at Bodfish Farm, so you would need to arrange
for transportation back to Monson. The re-routed Trail along the base of the Barren-Chairback
Range would mean that you could easily reach Long Pond Camps. From then on, you know the
story.
We need to supply you with the following:
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1. The revised Guidebook data from the Kennebec River to the West Branch;
2. Trail Reports for the Section involved;
3. Replacement signs.
While it would mean less concentration on the more eastern portion of your trip, there would be
a definite advantage in your starting from Caratunk since we get little in the way of reports or
information from Blanchard to the Kennebec River. (For instance, the Great Northern Paper
Company, without our learning of it, constructed an additional mile and a half of road to Pierce
Pond Camps, which were formerly operated by Sterling at Caratunk.)
We are told that a "Club" now operates the Antlers Camps on Joe Mary but have been unable to
learn the situation.
I want to comment on two Sections. The University of Maine Outing Club has taken over from
Blanchard to Moxie Pond. It is very difficult to get from the Club a detailed report of the extent
of its work. The west slope of Moxie Bald is a fire-killed area, which requires annual mowing. It
was well cleared by use of Maine Appalachian Trail Club funds by the Forest Service, with the
help of Mr. Ricker at Troutdale Camps two years ago. Later, the M.A.T.C, held a summer
meeting, installed the Bear Brook Campsite on Moxie Pond and cleared to the summit. So the net
failure to work the west slope would be no more than a year's duration, plus any failure to reach
it on the Club’s 1952 trip. We suspect that the University of Maine Outing Club, working in
from Blanchard, does not do much more than reach the east base of the mountain. Consequently,
a recent appraisal of conditions on the remainder of the Section will be of much help. The Club
is supposed to have installed certain missing signs, particularly where the Trail leaves the road
near Blanchard. The signs were made and sent but, knowing how these matters are handled by
groups where supervision is at a minimum, we wonder whether they have been installed. All of
this comment heads up to the fact that we have had no recent up-to-date condition report on this
Section and would welcome your appraisal, covering the factors set out in our standard report.
The next comment relates to Sections 10 and 11. These were formerly assigned to the
Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club. The Piscataquis County Fish and
Game Association manifested interest and the two groups, last year, did very intensive trail
work, (The summer growth is particularly bad around the three ponds on Little Wilson Stream
due to the lumbering.) The sparkplug of the Piscataquis County Fish and Game Association with whom we have corresponded, is Mrs. Faye Mithee, Secretary, Route #2, Guilford, Maine.
Mr. Childs sent in detailed statements. They were very long and I question the value of troubling
you with them since you expect to find both of these Sections in perfect state except for winter
damage. This group installed an additional fireplace on the Old Stage Road. (We have some
doubt as to whether the University of Maine Outing Club installed the last remaining campsite
on the west slope of Breakneck Ridge.) Please check that. So, on these Sections, my suggestion
would be to merely indicate any deficiencies or, better still, prepare for us a generalized standard
report of your observations as to the conditions.
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Trail Data: Miss Stephenson will send you, within a very few days, the up-to-date Trail Data,
South to North, between the Kennebec River and the Penobscot West Branch. It will help greatly
if you will check it (particularly the western portion) minutely.
Signs: Please write me if you do not have still available a copy of the 9th revision of the Sign
list, dated October, 1950. You would need that in order to detect any missing signs. Thanks to
your energetic handling of the signs last year, matters are pretty well in shape. The signs sent to
Antlers Camps (to be installed between those Camps and Nahmakanta Lake) were delivered and
are probably at Antlers but we have never been able to put our hands on them. Consequently, we
are going to have made new signs. These will be mailed to you by Miss Stephenson, who will
have to determine whether to send them to Haynes or whether the Antlers “Club” is in operation
so that it is a safe gamble.
The signs which are needed are as follows:
To go to Helon Taylor:
No. 7

(At Thoreau Spring)

No. 12)
No. 13)

In Katahdin Spring [sic] Campground. (If sign saying “Turn left from road
450 ft. beyond” cannot be broken off the metal post it is on, it should be
painted out.

To go to Sidney Tappan:
No. 50 – At Mahar Campground
No. 51 – At Mahar Campground
No. 52 – At Potaywadjo Spring
No. 56 – At Antlers Camps (pointing to Yoke Ponds)
To be put up on Trail pointing to sand beach on joe Mary
←“Sand Beach” – 25 yds.
To be put up at “Sand Beach”
←Appalachian Trail – 25 yds.
To be put up at Rainbow Lake Dam Camps:
←Appalachian Trail
Appalachian Trail→
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No. 30 – At Rainbow Lake Camps, pointing to Nahmakanta.
One other new sign is to be installed. This will require a small post. It is intended to mark the
junction on Lower Joe Mary Lake on the blue-blazed side trail from the Sand Beach and The
Appalachian Trail. We find this turn is very frequently overlooked.
I am asking Miss Stephenson to send to you, as a matter of interest, a recently prepared
(December, 195l) sign list for the Katahdin Region, which we have sent to Helon Taylor.
I am enclosing Trail Reports as follows:
Section 1 - August, 1949;
Rainbow - Nesowadnehunk Trail - August, 1941;
Section 2 - July, 1951;
Section 2 - August 25, 1951;
Section 2 - September, 1950;
Section 3 - August 25, 1951;
Section 3 - July, 1951;
Section 3 - September, 1950;
Section 3 - August, 1949;
Section 4 - July, 1951;
Section 4 - September, 1950;
Section 5 - July, 1951;
Section 5 - September, 1950;
Section 6 - July, 1951;
Section 6 - September, 1950;
Section 7 - July, 1951;
Section 7- September, 1949;
Section 8 - July, 1951;
Section 8 - August, 1950;
Gulf Hagas - August, 1950;
Section 9 - September, 1950;
Section 10 - I950;
Section 11 - August, 1949;
Section 12 - September, 1950;
Section 13 - September, 1950;
Inventory of Equipment at Haynes - August, 1951;
Trail Tools and Equipment at Sporting Camps - November, 1950.
***
The U.S. Geological Survey has sent me proofs of the Greenville and Sebec lake Quadrangle,
which cover the terrain from Bald Mountain Pond on the west slope of Moxie Bald to the West
Branch of Pleasant River. I doubt if anything more will be available by the time of your trip. I
want to retain these copies for use here but if you will send me word in time before you are
preparing to start, I will send them so that you will have the benefit of the information contained
therein.
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I purchased a folding Swedish pulp saw from Bangor, which I have never used. If you would
care to experiment with it, instead of carrying a non-collapsible saw, I would be glad to send it
on.
To conclude, you would follow up with Miss Stephenson for the Trail data and the new signs. As
far as I am concerned--except for answering any inquiries--there is nothing more which I would
need to send you for your trip. I am particularly anxious to be sure that I cover all your matters at
this time.
***
Turning to the other aspects of your letter, you know, of course, that John Ledyard is the "patron
saint" of Dartmouth College and its publications have dealt with his career.
I am also sure that you have seen the University of Maine study by Hempstead and Wood on
lumbering in Maine. I think that both are now available only in libraries. Valuable source
material are the issues of "The Northern", issued by the Great Northern Paper Company, and
edited by Mr. Hempstead. It is difficult to find a full set. I have one at Lubec.
I had always understood that the terms "Big and Little Heater" referred to their devastating effect
on the logs run through the river or the boiling-up effect of the water when it struck these islands.
The power plant, I understand, is very close to the Heater.
Please let me know if you have any inquiries or missing material for your trip.
I shall look forward, with greatest interest, to learning what you find on your trip.
(Letter sent via airmail.)
Sent under separate cover, via regular mail:
25 Trail Reports
1 Inventory Report of Equipment at Haynes
1 Report of Trail Tools & Equipment at Sporting Camps
Sent under separate cover, via regular mail, by Miss Stephenson
Trail Data
Sign List for Katahdin Region, dated Dec. 1951
***
P. S, Between Blanchard and Moxie Pond the University of Maine Outing Club seems to have
done more than was expected. I am going to send you the report which the Club transmitted for
Appalachian Trailwav News, which indicates that, contrary to my understanding, they worked
from the Moxie Pond side of the mountain last year. That is very fortunate. There does seem to
be considerable doubt as to whether the signs on this Section were put up. The Club raises the
question about the signs at the cross-road at Blanchard. You might bear that particularly in mind.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

64

Our greatest difficulty is getting information from the group at Old Town, who are supposed to
work on the Barren-Chairback Range. All that they will write us is that they have worked on this
Section and will do more in 1952. I am going to write the Perhams to see if I can develop any
precise information. We will send you copies of some letters written in response to these Trail
Reports covering the area between the Kennebec and Katahdin.
M.H.A.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Louis Chorzempa

April 7, 1952. Myron Avery to Clinton Boyington, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Boyington:
We have been reading down here in snow-less Washington about the storms you have been
having in the Maine woods. It must have been a very hard winter.
In addition to the weather reports we have had another rumor which I am writing you to check.
We are getting ready to send out our Guidebook Supplements, etc., for 1952, and wanted to
check the situation with respect to Antlers Camps. The story which we have heard is that they are
not to be operated as a camp in 1952 but have become some sort of a club. I knew that you
would know the story in this connection and could give us the name and address of the manager,
if the Camps are to be operated as a club.
I was down there one day last summer when things were closed up. It certainly seemed strange to
see no one around what used to be so busy a place.
We would like very much to have the word on what the operation is going to be in 1952. I
understand that you are still operating your Hurd Pond Camps.
Undated reply to previous letter. Clinton Boyington, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Beautifully Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your letter of the 7th and was very pleased to hear from you, but am sorry I can’t help
you on the question you asked as you see we no longer have anything to do with Antlers or Hurd
Pond either. We are going to miss it all but under the circumstances it is impossible for us to be
at Hurd at least. As for what is going to happen to Antlers I advise you to write to C. Boyd Allen,
Spencer, Mass. Or to Eugene Legassey, Millinocket, Maine and I am sure they can tell you if it is
to be a Sporting Camp or run as a club. I certainly wish I was going to be there as had such a
wonderful summer and fall the year I was there. Also enjoyed meeting all the people who came
over the Appalachian Trail. So sorry again but know by writing to either one you’ll get what
information required.
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{Deliver to Miss Stephenson.}
April 7, 1952. Myron Avery to Adelaide and Elwyn Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
I appreciated very much your letter of April 2, which was a most prompt reply to my own letter,
which I am afraid contained very little in the way of news.
I had not known of the fire which destroyed the hotel at Bingham. I will never forget the
establishment for I made my first trip into the woods from Bingham and have never forgotten the
sign over the dining room door to the effect that one should not wear spiked boots into the dining
room.
Mr. Fobes' address is 117 Massachusetts Avenue, Portland, Maine. I am glad to know that you
are going to send him some first-hand supplementary information on Grafton, although it is
probably too late to have it appear in the publication. Probably he has finished his work on
Grafton Notch. I think that the Mr. Fobes, whose article appeared after Miss Stephenson's in the
last "Pine Cone", is the man who wrote the Grafton Notch study and that you could write him
direct at Caribou.
I certainly did take a long leap to a very wrong conclusion on the matter of the Great Northern
Paper Company road to Pierce Pond. When I look at our Map No. 8 in the 1942 (green covered)
Maine Guide, I see what has occurred. The Northern has extended the road, which ended at Otter
Pond (or a branch of it), north to Pierce Pond. That country was dry with fir and good soil for
road building. It would have been very easy to have made the old Appalachian Trail route, which
went by the south shore of Pierce Pond, into a road all the way. There have been so many
changes with the Camps at Lindsay Cove that I was not up on the name of the last proprietors.
They were Kennebec people and it is a little strange to have people going in to those Camps from
the west rather than from the east. At any rate, you have straightened me out on that point.
I have ordered the special edition, with the Maine blizzard pictures, and expect to receive it
shortly.
My present schedule indicates that there may be some activity in the way of getting my "copperlined stomach" during the next month. For you, there can be no excuse except overwork. You
have the "Storey" meals, while I have been doing a lot of struggling with cafeterias during the
past ten years.
Yes, I liked very much the story about the Gould Academy. For a moment, I had forgotten that
you went there. I looked up the pictures of Elwyn's mother in the March 3 issue of LIFE
magazine. The rest of your Washington friends are checking them, also.
I have been reading about the first day's fishing and what is left in the way of snow. Down here,
the cherry blossoms and magnolias are in full bloom, although I only saw those around the
houses in this neighborhood.
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I am sending copies of your letter of April 2 to those who received your earlier letter so that they
will be straightened out as to my mistake on the Pierce Pond road. That is getting pretty close to
West Carry, isn't it?
cc: Clair Sawtelle, Louis Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
P. S. The Northern road must come on Bates Ridge fairly close to the Trail. Perhaps new camps
had been built on the Upper Pond. The old Harriman Camps were, I know, at Lindsay Cove.
April 7, 1952. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
I did not comment, in my reply to your letter of April 5, on your statement as to the cost with
respect to Sidney Tappan. There is some misunderstanding on your part. He pays his own
expenses and will do so this year. The suggestion (before the Tappan trip materialized) of
defraying the cost of traveling the eastern section, represented a potential special contribution
{last year}.
The Tappan situation is like your own, Louis’ and myself--we bear our own expenses.
cc:

Mr.

Louis Chorzempa

April 7, 1952. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I am obliged to ask that you permit me to leave entirely with you the matter of the meters, which
is referred to in my letter of March 24.
We have two wheels, each with an extra meter, plus the two which your diplomacy procured
from Veeder, Root. The latter two meters are useless because the contact points do not
correspond with the points on the plate on the wheel. It is totally impractical to think of
rebuilding the wheels.
While even the two which you obtained from Veeder, Root should be kept in a safe deposit box,
I cannot proceed with the matter of supplying you with a model until either Mr. Stevens (whose
address is indicated below) or Helon Taylor can release the spare meter to you. Mr. Stevens will
measure in the White Mountains in June, He should then be through with the wheel. Helon has
various measuring in the Katahdin country. I think it would be preferable for you to borrow, as a
model, the extra one which Mr. Stevens has. Consequently, I am doing the following:
1. Sending you, by registered mail, the two meters manufactured by Veeder, Root.
2. Sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Stevens with the request that he send you the meter
as soon as he finishes his task.
If you do not hear from Mr. Stevens by the middle of July, I suggest that you make inquiry.
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In any event, I want to set up this important matter so that it will proceed automatically without
my participation. (Eventually, Mr. Stevens would return the wheel with the extra meter to me.)
The same course would be followed with respect to the two extra meters.
By this time, you will have received my letter to the M.A.T.C. people, dated April 1, and the
Memorandum with respect to the slides, dated April 2. The letter of April 1 is, of course, in error
about the Pierce Pond road. However, I think that, with these communications and your cooperation in taking over the matter of the two meters, everything will have been cared for.
cc:

Mr. Murray H. Stevens
3804 Greystone Ave.
New York City, 63, N.Y.
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Miss Jean Stephenson

April 8, 1952. Memorandum for Messrs. Tappan, Chorzempa, Reeves, Fairfield, Sawtelle,
and Miss Stephenson.
I am sending, in due course, a supplementary letter of April 2 from the Storeys, which indicates
that the road to Pierce Pond comes in from the west and is not a continuation of the road from the
east as I had erroneously assumed.
My letter of April 7 to Sidney Tappan was dictated after the receipt of his first letter suggesting
that he would probably start at the Kennebec. I thought it advisable to furnish him Trail data and
Trail reports at this time so that everything would be cared for.
My present expectation is to enter a hospital in New York City around the 16th of April and,
since I cannot indicate what is ahead of me or the length of my stay there, I want to wind up, at
this time, any matters in connection with Maine. For this reason, I have sent the letter of April 7,
with a copy to Louis Chorzempa via airmail, without having had an opportunity to check it. That
will afford me an opportunity to reply to any inquiry.
Since my letter to Sidney was dictated, Lawson Reeves wrote me that Louis Chorzempa might
make an exploring trip east from Bigelow. Sidney has indicated that he will probably alter his
plans and commence at Monson. (I really think that this is a more efficient arrangement and
would afford an opportunity for dealing with any Trail problems but I did not want to make any
suggestion which would check a more ascended trip if he desired to make it.)
So I will leave to Louis to write Sidney if his plans include crossing the Kennebec. If there is any
prospect at all, it would be wise for Louis to get this material now, which will be nonavailable
when Sidney is in Maine.
I do not think there is any advantage in trying to work out a specific line of delineation between
where Louis or Sidney may travel, respectively, this summer. Any portion of the Trail which
they can see will be to our advantage.
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However, as I now understand the situation, Sidney will commence at Monson and Louis will
probably ask to have sent to him the Trail data and Trail reports between Monson and the
Kennebec. In any event, since I will be unable to deal with the matter for a month or two, I want
to set this thing up so that each person will have what is required for his trip.
April 8, 1952. Note for Sidney Tappan:
This supplements my letter of April 7 and my note of April 8.
I have decided to send on to you now for use on your trip the advanced U.S.G.S. Greenville and
Sebec Lake sheets. This will eliminate your inquiry. Please be at pains to return these to me, just
as soon as you have traversed the areas involved, for I will have other work in connection with
their use. The final maps will not be available for half a year.
cc: Miss Stephenson
April 8, 1952. Myron Avery to Manfred [sic] W. Knowles, Trails Chairman, Piscataquis
County Fish & Game Association, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Mr. Knowles:
I am engaged in reviewing the reports as to the condition of sections of The Appalachian Trail,
which were forwarded to the Editor of Appalachian Trailwav News and which will be printed in
the May issue of this publication.
I was last in this area in 1949. I was sorry to see the very extensive small growth around the
ponds on little Wilson Stream since it makes difficult maintenance and requires mowing each
summer.
I had had, during the past year, considerable correspondence with the very efficient Secretary of
your Association, whom I insisted on addressing as "Mr.” until the Sportsman’s Guide quite
definitely labeled “Faye Mithee" as "Mrs.” in three items. That corrected my error in that
connection!
We have a mimeographed sign list for the Trail in Maine. If we failed to send a copy either to
you or to Mrs. Mithee, please advise Miss Stephenson so that she will have the list sent forward.
We will arrange to have made and sent to you the board sign to be installed at the center of
Monson. This is No. 151. We use galvanized iron nails to prevent rusting. (If by any chance you
meant the A.T. sign pointing toward Blanchard, which would be No. 152, please advise us.)
I was very much interested to learn, last fall, that your Association was able to install the Stage
Road Campsite. When the University of Maine Outing Club installs the one on Breakneck Ridge
the program will be completed, in this respect, across the state.
You will be interested, I think, to know that I have just seen, at the U. S. Geological Survey,
advance proofs of the U.S.G.S. Greenville and Sebec Lake Quadrangles, which show The
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Appalachian Trail route from Bald Mountain Pond to the foot of White Cap Mountain. While
you know this terrain from your travel through it, probably like the rest of us, you will be
interested in seeing the country on the map. The Trail route appears throughout. However, there
is no indication of the so-called “alternate route” from the Watson Farm, toward Little Wilson
Stream, to which your report and Mr. Childs’ report refers. I suppose we have to consider the
existence of this bull-dozed road as affecting the Trail route. Since it does not appear on the map,
I do not know where it heads the A.T. It may shorten the distance. Whether, as far as future
maintenance is concerned, it would be any improvement, you could best tell. However, to change
the route would require remeasuring, remarking, changing the sign list and a lot of work. My
feeling would be to ignore the road and to mark the A.T. very conspicuously at the intersection
so that through Trail travelers would continue to use the old route. I have noticed that the bulldozed roads in the end grow up worse than the old-time tote-roads. It seems to me that we will
have to do something about it. That is, recognize its existence or otherwise. In any event, you,
being on the ground, can best appraise the situation. We have found that it does not work out
very well to mark alternative trail routes. It is, however, necessary to have the main trail marked
in such a fashion as to create the impression that the marking takes into consideration the new
route and that it is not the A.T. Sometimes it is well to block off such alternatives with down
logs.
Miss Stephenson will see to it that Sign No. 151 reaches you shortly. If you require any paint or
metal markers, please let us know.
I look forward to seeing you sometime when I am in Maine.
cc:

Mr. Henry E. Childs 335 Pleasant Street Rumford, Rhode Island
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News 1228 Eye Street, N. W.
Washington 5, D. C.
Mr. Sidney N. Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts

P.S. In reading over my letter to you of April 6, I see that I neglected to say that, as soon as those
maps are published, which should be in about half a year, I will immediately obtain and forward
copies to you. When they finally appear, they are ordered from the Division of Distribution,
U. S. Geological Survey, Washington 25, D. C., which charges twenty cents each for them.
On further thought, I have concluded that it would save time to have one hundred (100)
Appalachian Trail markers, and two hundred (200) galvanized nails sent directly to you. Our
Secretary, Miss Marion Park, (1228 Eye Street, St. N. W., Washington 5, D. C.), will see that
this is accomplished.
Note for Miss Park:
This means sending 100 markers and 200 galvanized nails to Manfred Knowles also.
The total list which you would need to check with Frank involves sending markers and
nails to:
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Dartmouth Outing Club
Maine Outing Club
Manfred Knowles Trails Chairman, Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association
Guilford, Maine
April 8, 1952. Myron Avery to Rupert Amann, President, Maine Outing Club, 325 Corbett
Hall, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
Dear Mr. Amann:
I am engaged in reviewing the reports as to the condition of sections of The Appalachian Trail,
which were forwarded to the Editor of Appalachian Trailway News to be printed in the May
issue of this publication.
Since my home is in Maine, reports relating to sections of Trail in that state are of much interest
to me. We are indebted to you for your very full and comprehensive report covering the section
from Blanchard to Moxie Pond.
I have some comment in connection with the report and also wish to take care of the matters of
inquiry in your report.
Our Secretary, Miss Marion Park, will arrange to send directly to you prior to May 1, one
hundred (100) metal A.T. markers and two hundred (200) galvanized iron nails. You will have
noted from the TRAIL MANUAL that one-fourth inch of nail is left protruding. (While I am
under the impression that a copy of the new TRAIL MANUAL (5th edition, 1951)
was
sent to the Maine Outing Club, it may be a convenience to have additional copies sent directly to
you.) Four copies of this publication are being forwarded to you under separate cover.
In order to ascertain the extent to which I should transmit directly to you comment which was the
subject of previous letters, I am asking that you advise me (with a copy to Miss jean Stephenson,
Editor, Appalachian Trailway News, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington 5, D.C.) whether in the
course of maintaining the Maine Outing Club’s records, my previous correspondence with your
predecessor, Mr. Bruce McEwen, was passed on to you. We also had considerable
correspondence with Miss Curtis, the daughter of the then Faculty Advisor to the Outing Club.
Professor Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College, Director of the Bates Outing Club, had considerable
contact, a year ago, with your Faculty Advisor on the matter of the assumption of responsibility
for maintenance of a section of Trail by the Maine Outing Club. I have seen some newspaper
accounts in the Portland Telegram which led me to infer that there may have been a change in
the Faculty Advisorship. Accordingly, we would request the following information:
(1) The name and address of the present Faculty Advisor.
(2) The name and address of your Secretary, and Trails Committee Chairman (if you
have such an official), with an indication of when new officers are elected.
This information will enable us to maintain correct records.
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The next point I wish to deal with relates to the matter of the construction of a lean-to on this
section. The former lean-to, at the base of Bald Mountain, burned but the area has the status of
an official campsite. I am enclosing two copies of a Supplement to our lean-to publication
(A.T.C. Publication No. 12) so that you may note the spacing of the campsites and lean-tos. We
have finally completed the project of obtaining the consent of the Forest Service to the placing of
these structures so as to make a continuous chain across the State. I wrote, at some length, to Mr.
McEwen, about the structure, which you will note is listed on the west side of Breakneck Ridge.
Those structures have to be properly spaced rather than being located at the best sites. The
structure to the east (Old Stage Road) was installed by the Piscataquis County Fish and Game
Association (Manfred W. Knowles, Trails Chairman, Guilford, Maine) last summer.
Consequently the structure at the east end of Section 12 should be half way (as near as feasible)
between the Stage Road and the burned lean-tos. You will note that we selected a brook in the
west slope of Breakneck Ridge. The Forest Service approved this. There was, at the time, a small
lumber camp, which has probably been removed. The building of a lean-to by the M.O.C. on
Marble Brook could be substituted for this site except that it is not quite as good in dividing
equally the distance between the structures on each side. I am familiar with the cabin at Marble
Brook, which I had thought was privately owned and not state owned. The trouble, as we have
found from unfortunate experience, of building lean-tos on lakes and streams is that they
experience considerable vandalism from fishermen. The lean-to at Marble Brook would
undoubtedly suffer the same fate.
We are aware of the woodsmanship of your group and its activities, which would make the
construction of the lean-to a project which would undoubtedly appeal to your axmen. I feel
confident that the Forest Service would permit transfer of the authorization for the indicated
locality on Breakneck Ridge to Marble Brook if your group wishes to risk the danger of
vandalism. I have to assure you that it is a real menace. Our major concern is spacing the lean-tos
for use of hikers and avoiding use by these people who fail to care for them properly.
Consequently, I wish to ask that you make a major project, on this year’s work trip, the
installation of a campsite at the locality you select. It is a matter of clearing growth for tent
space, throwing together a rough fireplace and establishing a rough latrine marked by a blueblazed trail, downhill. You will note that there is a sign to designate the campsite.
Due to my lack of knowledge as to whether what I have previously written Mr. McEwen is
available to you, this letter is necessarily long and may be repetitious.
As to board signs: We have a mimeographed sign list for the Trail in Maine. If you do not find a
copy in Mr. McEwan's or the Outing Club’s correspondence, please advise Miss Stephenson
immediately so that she may transmit one to you. Based on reports as to the missing signs, in
June, 1951, we mailed signs Nos. 156, I60 and 161 to Mr. McEwen. These signs were for the
east end of the Trail and at the campsite. We saw a newspaper account to the effect that the sign
at the crossroads at Blanchard had fallen off and that a local resident had nailed it in place. It
may be that these signs were not received by Mr. McEwen in time for installation and you have
them at Orono. They are the ones needed at the east end. At the west end the signs are nailed to
the large camp at Troutdale Cabins. Consequently, before we proceed to make new signs, I think
it desirable that you check the sign list with conditions in the field on your trip in May and advise
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us as to any that are missing. I suspect that the signs sent to Mr. McEwen reached him after the
close of school. 1 hope they can now be located. These signs were sent to Mr. McEwen by
insured mail. Sign No. 158, for the Blanchard crossroads, reads as follows:

No. 158

Appalachian Trail→
Breakneck Ridge Campsite
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
Moxie Bald Firetower
Moxie Pond (Troutdale Camps)
A.T.C.

3.48 m.
9.25 m.
12.47 m.
16.9 m.

Signs Nos. 160 and 161 were designed for the Breakneck Ridge Campsite. They read as follows:
No. 160

At Breakneck Ridge, 3.48 m., near small lumber camp.
Maine Forest Service
Breakneck Ridge Campsite

No. 161

Same place as No. 160.
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
←Old Stage Road Campsite
A.T.C.

5.77 m. →
14.05 m.

If the site of the campsite is changed from Breakneck Ridge to Marble Brook the distances on
Sign No. 161 are, of course, in error. The Breakneck Ridge Campsite was at 3.48 m. from
Blanchard. The crossing of Marble Brook was at 4.97 m. The change in the sign (if the campsite
locality is altered) would be 1.5 m.
The Outing Club was furnished with a copy of the Maine Guide (1942 edition). There was also
sent, in our correspondence, a corrected copy of the Trail data. There have been material changes
so that the printed data does not read correctly. If you are unable to locate a revised copy of the
Trail data of Section 12, please notify Miss Stephenson. (Since I shall not be available here for a
period of time, to prevent delay, I am asking that you send to her any requests for this year’s
work trip, which she will handle with all expedition.)
I come now to the final matter. That is the importance of the Trail clearing on the west slope of
Moxie Bald. We had assumed that, by reason of it being easier to reach, that your trail trips were
from Blanchard west. Due to the summer growth, resulting from the fire, there is a mile and a
half on the west side of Moxie Bald which is always in bad condition in the summer. It is the sort
of a section which requires mowing. In the spring the annual growth is down. Consequently, the
Outing Club would not be in the area at the time when this work would be very much needed.
For this reason, our other, earlier correspondence suggested the desirability of clearing the west
side in the fall, although it is then too late for trail travelers to obtain much benefit from the
work. This is a situation which one who traverses this sixteen-mile section will very readily
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

73

appreciate. However, due to the changes in your Outing Club organization, the matter may be a
new problem on each trail trip.
You will find the proprietors of Troutdale Camps very cooperative.
In the event that you have a new Faculty Advisor, it will undoubtedly be of assistance to such
person to have available this long summary of your trail problems and the over-all situation. I
am, accordingly, enclosing an additional copy of this letter, which I would appreciate your
handing to your Faculty Advisor.
I appreciate that sending in reports after these trips, close to the end of the school year, is rather
difficult but it would help us if your officers could let us know when these trips are run and what
you are able to accomplish.
In any event, I think that I have set forth the situation in sufficient detail for your needs. The
Conference values very highly the activity of the Maine Outing Club in maintaining this section.
We think that its length and difficulty are a challenge to the abilities of the Club, to which it has
very well responded.
Enclosures -

1 extra copy this letter
2 copies of Supplement to A.T.C. Publication No. 12

Sent under separate cover:
4 copies of TRAIL MANUAL
cc:

Professor Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News, 1228 Eye Street,
N.W., Washington 5, D.C.
Miss Marion Park, Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 1228 Eye Street,
N.W., Washington 5, D.C.
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Mr. Sidney N. Tappan

April 10, 1952. Note for Miss Park:
Please supplement the request that markers go to the Dartmouth Outing Club by sending 100
A.T. markers and 200 nails immediately to Rupert Amman. These will need to go forward in
order to be used during May. M.H.A.
April 10, 1952. Eleanor Jacobs to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Captain Avery,
I was sorry to learn from Jean that we weren’t going to be able to get together to go over some of
the Kodachrome slides one of these Saturdays, since you were going to New York to one of the
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hospitals there. Don and I certainly hope that you will have good news from the doctors there
and that things will soon begin to take a turn for the better.
Jean and I hope to have the slides in good order before the Conference. Wilford York of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, donated 9 slides of the Katahdin area, all good. Jean and I compared
them with the ones now in the collection and found that in most cases the ones in the Katahdin
collection were superior to his. However we substituted his slide of Katahdin from Daicey Pond
for the one in the collection since it was much brighter and the color was better. It was nearly an
identical shot to the one we took out.
I received the memorandum about the Maine slides. If Mr. Fairfield, Mr. Sawtelle, or Mr. Reeves
send me any of their slides I will certainly see about having the good ones duplicated.
April 10, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your long and detailed letter reached me yesterday. Thank you for spending time and energy to
answer so completely and so assist me with my plans. I will start as I originally planned from the
Kennebec and will try to give you an accurate picture of the condition of the trail, the signs,
campsites, lumbering operations, etc. as I go north. I should know before long when I may
expect my vacation and of course I will let you know as soon as possible. I have a saw which can
be taken apart and which packs handily in my frame pack and I shall carry an axe so I can cut out
blow downs. I have the latest sign list. I will put up those signs which you will have made and
shipped in to various camps along the trail. I will carry my sleeping bag, etc., so I can take care
of myself between sporting camps.
Jeanette, Junior, and Tony flew into Kidney Pond last Sunday, the 6th of April, so they are in
camp now. Maribel is still in Millinocket taking care of Ricky so he can finish the school term.
She has been sick with a cold and cough but is getting over it now. Errol is working for Great
Northern at Ripogenus. Fred Pitman sees Kealiher and Schoppe but I have no news of them nor
of Jasper Haynes. I have asked Maribel what she knows of the status of Antlers in my letter to
her today. The road into camp is not cleared yet. There is 4 ft. of snow in the woods and the
telephone is out. With all the work you have to do preparing for the trail conference at Skyland
don’t answer this. Save your strength for your complete recovery. Thanks for your answering my
extra curricular questions. I didn’t have the time yesterday to do more than read through your
letter once but I will study it later.
Meanwhile, a Happy Easter and improving health to you and to your family. Remember me to
Jean Stephenson and to Seymour Smith.
P.S. I also received yesterday an envelope from M.A.T.C. but I did not have time to read it last
night. I’ll get to it this week end.
April 10, 1952. Note for Lawson Reeves:
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As to the comment of your letter of April 7, as to the difference in time between the dates of my
letters and arrival time:
All my letters bear the date of dictation. They, therefore, accurately discuss the situation existing
as of that time—and, in that manner, reflect the situation as of the letter’s date. (These days I
dictate many letters by telephone and pressure of business may delay their transcription. If the
letters had the transcription date they could incorrectly report matters.
We have sent literature, etc., Trailway News, to your Ridlonville Explorer Executive. We hope
he works out. M.H.A.
April 11, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Being that the MATC is not having any meeting this spring we thought it would be a nice gesture
towards Myron to draw up this resolution. He is resigning from the chairmanship of the
Conference.
He expects to enter a New York hospital the 16th inst.
I will write a letter to you, Louis and Clair re: the slide collection when I get more time. Myron
did not even write to get any details, nor to express his views before sending out his memo.
April 11, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your second air mail letter in two days surprised me. I hope that the earlier date for entering the
hospital means that you will be returned to health that much the sooner. I shall be thinking of you
and hoping and praying for your complete and prompt recovery.
When I answered your letter yesterday, I didn’t know of Louis Chorzempa’s plans and I
interpreted your long letter to mean that you were more interested in a complete trail report from
the Kennebec to Katahdin than in such clearing as one man could do with those three extra days
between Monson and Baxter Peak. I thought your letter was to be construed that I would be
serving the A.T.C. and M.A.T.C. best by beginning my trip this year at the Kennebec. In view of
yesterday’s letter I believe that this end would be better attained by starting from Monson. So I
will check with Louis and we will work out some plan which will avoid duplication and yield the
most for the common purpose, namely better trail maintenance in Maine.
You need not answer this. Louis and I can arrange it between us and we will keep Jean
Stephenson informed of the time and the scope of our trips. You must bend all your energy to
getting well and we will carry on the field work and report our findings and accomplishments in
due time.
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April 11, 1952. Myron Avery to Henry E. Childs, 335 Pleasant Avenue, Rumford, R.I.
Dear Hank:
In view of your very detailed report of the section between Bodfish Intervale and Blanchard, I
had thought that it would be of great interest to you to see the advance copies of the Greenville
and Sebec Lake Quadrangles. In studying the Quadrangles I have again reread your most
detailed report. I marvel at your ability to have collected so much data.
In 1949 I remeasured the section so that the Trail data sent you should have constituted an up-todate account. The lumbering, which you noted, had not then begun. The old Watson house was
occupied.
I am wondering whether some of the questions in your report could have arisen from the fact that
the data sent you was not my 1949 product. {I have asked Miss. S. to check it.}
You are quite right in calling attention to the fact that the brook crossed is the outlet and not the
inlet of Bell Pond.
Apparently, the Little Wilson Campground receives major use. Mr. Knowles wrote that much
work would be required there this year.
When we paint blue over white, unfortunately, the original color seems to re-assert itself,
although paint of the same character is used.
There is no doubt that a great deal could be done to improve the section. Your work list would
occupy one for a month with worthy projects.
I am afraid that around the ponds on little Wilson there has been a shifting of the route due to the
lumbering and side paths, etc.
These Quadrangles will be urgently needed by Sidney Tappan, who will travel the area in June. I
am, accordingly, enclosing an envelope addressed to Mr. Tappan and I would ask that you
forward them to him within the next two weeks. I have assured Mr. Tappan that my sending
them to you will not delay his project.
Once again, I marvel at how much you found in the area. You will enjoy retraveling it with the
benefit of the maps.
Enclosures - Greenville & Sebec Lake Quadrangles
Envelope for sending maps to Mr. Tappan
cc:

Mr. Sidney Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts
Miss Jean Stephenson
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{On restudy I found the pages indicating specifically just how much A.T. the bull-dozed road
used. We have corrected the Guide data.}
{Miss S. is to take up the matter of getting Long Pond Stream side trail unmistakably blue.}
{The relocation sign was meant to point toward Barren so that travelers must see and look
around for change. I blacked out beyond Long Pond Stream.}
April 11, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Sidney Tappan. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Tappan:
Prior to my knowledge that you were planning to start your trip at the Kennebec River this year,
and travel East on the Appalachian Trail, I had discussed with Mr. Reeves the possibility of
checking the trail from Bigelow to Moxie Pond, but had not made any plans.
I have just received letters from Mr. Avery informing me of the situation and your plans to start
at the Kennebec. I would not wish to disrupt your plans, and will leave the Appalachian Trail
East of the Kennebec for you to report on if you so desire it.
I have originally felt that Western Maine, which includes over a hundred miles of the A.T. over
rough terrain, was all that I could efficiently care for. (From the Maine—New Hampshire line to
the Long Falls Dam Road.) All this territory is quite close to my home (50 miles), and as most of
my trips are chiefly week-end trips, little time is lost in traveling to and from these areas.
I am glad that you felt inclined to take over the Eastern section (Monson to Katahdin) as
Assistant Overseer of Trails. The central section needs checking to ascertain the exact conditions
of the trail.
Because of the nature of my employment and the uncertainty of my available time on the trail, I
would not wish to check a more extended trip for you, if you desire to make it.
Copy to Myron H. Avery, Lawson W. Reeves
April 13, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy,
It was a nice day for a drive, and as I almost invariably head for Appalachian Trail country, I
ended up by driving in to South Arm over Highway 5. I had not been here since you made the ¼
mile relocation from Highway 5 to the crossing of Black Brook.
Although the highway is free of snow (muddy in some places) there is still at least a foot of snow
in the woods and along the A.T. trail. However, it is disappearing fast, and with a little warm
weather, shouldn’t last much longer.
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I did not see the metal A.T. Highway Crossing signs.
I snowshoed in over the relocation and back over the CCC bridge and old route which is
browned out. You did a fine job. The old CCC bridge is beginning to sag as one of the center
supports is rotting out.
The bridge where the relocated A.T. crosses Black Brook is partly under water and resting on the
gravel bottom. I was able to cross as the downstream edge of the bridge was still above the
water. The stream is shallow and with lower water in the summer should not present much
difficulty in crossing. You may eventually have to resort to a log footbridge.
April 14, 1952. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine.
Dear Clair:
I received, today, your very detailed letter about the situation on the north slope of White Cap. I
appreciate your writing me in detail and, before leaving for New York, I have an opportunity to
reply briefly.
I am sending your letter to Sidney Tappan, who will cover this area on his vacation trip, I think
we will have to withhold any response until we get a very definite report as to the situation on
the growth. Sidney will furnish that with his ideas as to relocation.
I appreciate Mr. Kelso's attitude and the impossibility of controlling the French-Canadian
choppers. I think, in general, that our attitude would be that we would prefer to have the Trail
stay in the same location so as to avoid changes in Guidebook description, maps, signs, etc. We
will, of course, be very happy to take up the Hollingsworth and Whitney offer to replace the
Trail. Under the circumstances, I think we can ask for this more intelligently after someone sees
conditions on the growth [sic, “ground”?].
I do not have Mr. Kelso's initials and, under the circumstances, I think we will have to leave the
matter on the basis of your saying that we will be delighted to have the Hollingsworth &
Whitney Company reroute the Trail, indicating our preference, generally, to holding the former
route but saying that we can be specific as soon as Mr. Tappan has seen the area. Generally
speaking, a relocation in hardwoods — as contrasted with conifers — means more difficulty in
maintenance because of the hardwood sprouts.
In any event, after Sidney has seen the area, we can be very specific.
cc: Mr. Sidney N. Tappan, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
P.S. Miss Park will send to you a stamp with your name as Secretary so that you can correct the
letterhead to make it officially correct.
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April 15, 1952. Dorothy Sullivan, Secretary, Stephens High School Rumford, Maine, to Roy
Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Could you please tell me when and where the Appalachian Trail Commission holds its next
meeting?
The Stephens High School Outing Club would like to send a representative group to this
meeting.
April 15, 1952. L. S. Cook, GREAT NORTHERN PAPER COMPANY Spruce Wood
Department 6 State Street, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In delayed reply to yours of March 25 regarding company activity in the vicinity of Pierce Pond:
First, let me make it clear that our work there is not connected with the Central Maine Power
Company road mentioned in your letter. Our road is an entirely separate affair. It starts from the
fire road from the vicinity of the old Dead River Post Office, as shown on your map, and follows
what you have noted as an abandoned road for a time, then swings north along a ridge to Lindsay
Cove on the west side of Pierce Pond. We have indicated this on your map, which we return
herewith.
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Mr. and Mrs. Storey
Mr. Helon Taylor
Mr. Sidney Tappan

[Note by M.H.A.:] See our Map 8 in the Maine Guide. The new road forks northeast at the end
of the word "abandoned", goes thru the word "Dead" and heads straight for Lindsay Cove. It
passes 1/4 inch west of the word "Bates" of "Bates Ridge" on the map. I don't know how it
affects the sporting camps on Lindsay Cove.
April 16, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Dorothy Sullivan, Stephens High School.
Dear Miss Sullivan:
With reference to your letter of April 15 inquiring about our next meetings:
We are having no meeting this year due to Mr. Myron Avery’s illness (he is president). If you
have any questions, however, I Should be delighted to attempt to answer them. I was very much
pleased to hear from Mr. Reeves that your organization was going to be associated with our
group.
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We shall most certainly let you know when the next meeting is to be held.
April 16, 1952. Note for Louis Chorzempa from Myron Avery.
I received the copy of your letter of 11 April to Sidney Tappan just as I was leaving Washington.
You and Sidney will, of course, adjust the matter but I am sure he does not want you to feel that
his plans should preclude you from coming East as far as you find feasible on an inspection trip.
Sidney's last letter indicated that he would start at Monson. The White Cap situation will
probably require temporary remarking. We shall have difficulties in the very eastern end so none
of us would want you to feel that you should stay on the other side of the Kennebec by reason of
trespassing on someone else’s domain or causing changes in the planned trips of other people.
I thought that I would send you this word that, as I know the situation, you should feel free to
follow your original plans and that will help all of us.
I received the copies of the paper with Lawson's article and your photographs. Lawson is to be
complimented as a writer and your photographs were extraordinarily clear and effective. Miss
Stephenson had shown me the set which you had sent but I had not appreciated how well they
enlarged. I think our Western Maine Trail clearers are becoming authors and photographers of
distinction.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc:

Lawson Reeves
Sidney Tappan
Miss Stephenson
Miss Park

{Proprietor Carry Ponds “George & Susie Fuller”}
April 17, 1952. Rupert Amann, President, Maine Outing Club, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your very complete letter of April 8. It has cleared up several matters that have
bothered us during the past year.
I have been unable to find your correspondence with Mr. Bryce McEwen, except for a letter last
spring concerning the movies on trail maintence [sic] which we showed. I have also found in our
files the correspondence at the time of our assuming the responsibility for Section 12 of the Trail,
Our Faculty Advisor still is:
Dr. Frederic T. Martin, Faculty Advisor, Maine Outing Club, Aubert Hall, Orono, Maine.
We do not have a Trails Committee. In lieu of this correspondence can be carried on either with
Mr. Richard Gardiner or me. Mr. Gardiner, our Vice-President, is in charge of activities. His
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address is: Mr. Richard Gardiner, Maine Outing Club, Box 172, Alumni Hall, University of
Maine Orono, Maine.
Our elections are held each year the last week in January. I am now a junior, and Mr. Gardiner is
a sophomore; so we will both be back at school next year.
Concerning the construction of a campsite on our section of the Trail we were not certain of the
procedure for getting a location approved as a campsite, but you have taken care of this matter.
However the lumber camp that you mention being at the brook selected, as of last fall was still
there. At that time there were two buildings on the up hill side of the Trail (south side). Also the
terrain here is rather steep and rock covered directly off of the trail. How it would be further back
on the up stream side of the trail I do not know. It is not too far to the top of the ridge, and there
might possibly be a good location here. If the two buildings have been torn down this past winter
this would probably leave an area for a good campsite since this is the only really level spot.
We are planning to run two work trips on the Trail this spring. The first, May 2, 3, and 4, we plan
to run in from the east end of our section. At that time we will find the best location for the
Breakneck Ridge campsite and clear this area and make and blaze the necessary trails. We will
also do general maintence over this end of the trail. From our experience with the section of the
Trail, I believe that the Marble Brook site would be better for the construction of a lean-to. It is
only about 7 miles from the Breakneck Ridge campsite to the town of Blanchard, and about 7
miles from the Breakneck Ridge campsite to the Moxie Bald Mountain Campsite. Marble Brook
is just about half way between the road from Blanchard and the Moxie Bald Mountain Campsite.
If we find that the Breakneck Ridge Campsite is suitable for the construction of a lean-to we will
start construction on it; if not we will postpone construction until such time that Marble Brook is
authorized a campsite. Upon return from this trip I will let you know what we have found and
accomplished.
The second trip, May 9, 10, and 11, will be held over the western end of our section. At this time
we will mow the growth on the west side of Moxie Bald Mountain and carry out other general
maintence necessary. On this weekend we would also work on the lean-to if one was started the
previous week.
As to the board signs they never arrived at Maine. It would seem that since they were insured
that they would be returned to you in the event of non-delivery. I have checked at the post office
and they do not have the signs. Therefore, I suppose that new ones should be made. {Signs are
being made—rush.}
I have written Miss Stephenson requesting a copy of the sign list for the Trail in Maine as well as
a copy of A.T.C. Publication No. 12 (lean-to construction) which we do not have, and the revised
copy of the Trail data for Section 12 of the Trail in Maine. I have enclosed a copy of my letter to
her.
We in the Maine Outing Club appreciate the chance to be able to maintain a section of the Trail.
This serves as an incentive as well as a responsibility to our club. We shall try to maintain it in
the best condition possible and carry out the suggestions you have mentioned.
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Enclosure: letter to Miss Stephenson
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News, 1228 Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington 5, D. C.
Miss Marion Park, Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 1228 Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington 5, D. C.

{Thought as a matter of interest you should see this interesting letter. Please return it to me.
M.H.A. Sidney Tappan 23 April ’52, Louis Chorzempa 18 April 1952.}
April 17, 1952. Rupert Amann, President, Maine Outing Club, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
1 am writing you concerning a letter that I received from Mr. Myron Avery. In this letter he
stated that I could obtain from you a copy of the sign list for the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I
would appreciate it if you would send this list to me as well as a copy of AT.C. Publication No.
12, and the revised trail data for section 12 of the Trail in Maine (our section). The latest copy of
the data for this section of the trail we have is the edition of 1942 with the revisions through
1948.
I have enclosed a copy of my letter to Mr. Avery for your files.
Enclosure: letter to Mr. Myron Avery
cc:

Mr. Myron Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
4541 45th Street, N.W.
Washington 16, D.C.
Miss Marion Park
Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference
1228 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington 5, D.C.

April 13, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I hope that everything is going well with you at the hospital and that you will improve rapidly.
This is in reply to your memo to the officers of the MATC dated April 2nd and in regards to the
slide collection for Maine. Since it does not seem practical, nor desirable for the MATC to
sponsor the completion of the set, I have therefore refunded all funds that had been donated for
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this purpose and have financed the project myself as stated in my offer and will therefore keep
the slides for my personal use.
There seems to be a real need for a set of slides here in Maine, and I had talked this over with
those that I had come in contact with before I had taken any action.
As far as I am, concerned personally, I would prefer to have these slides to go with my present
set rather than be restricted to their use through the MATC. However, the slides will be available
to the officers when I have the set more complete. I believe that eventually it will be desirable for
the MATC to have their own set for use here in Maine.
cc: Jean Stephenson, Marion Parks, Louis Chorzempa, Eleanor Jacobs, Clair Sawtelle, Roy
Fairfield, Helon Taylor
{A very good article in the April issue of “The Maine Guide” published by the Maine State Fish
& Game Assn., by Rod Dyer of Farmington, one of two Boy Scouts who hiked across Maine last
summer. Louis and I cooperated in getting this published. Borrow a copy from a sportsman
friend or write me. Lawson}
April 25, 1952. [Page 2 of report submitted by Henry Childs to Myron Avery. Page 1 and
sketches were sent to Sidney Tappan and are not in the State Library Avery files.]
The Little Wilson Campground is busy on week-ends as shown by pictures.
I think that you do not need to worry about the Long Pond Stream Campsite. I think that my
shifting of signs lessens confusion. The big sign “Trail relocated” points the way the new
location goes instead of in the direction of the trail that is no longer used—and the traveler will
have to see it BEFORE he turns off. The sign for the campsite is there now and points toward the
campsite. (I was afraid that the relocation meant that the point of departure for the Campsite had
been changed to approach the campsite by a better route. I kept going until that possibility had
been thoroughly eliminated—on beyond “Mink-Mud Brook.”)
Thanks for your pleasant comments on the multiplicity of details observed. You have 2000 times
as many in your head. I travel more slowly and have time to look around.
Frank Gutmann, a former Winona camper, Phillips-Exeter now, and hutman in 1952 at Crag
Camp, AMC took the pictures. I am glad to lend them to you. If someone should wish to mount
them in a panel for the Conference, that is O.K. I would like these returned to me, please. If you
want some for the AT collection, I will arrange with Frank to print them for you or to make 2” x
2” slides. I doubt his charging anything beyond cost of materials if he processes them himself.
Referring now to your letter to me on February 13, 1952:
I did receive the 2 pruners and 2 weeders. I find a cancelled check for $3.25 on November 6,
1950. I don’t remember whether that was for the tools or for guidebook or something else. If it is
not for the tools, nobody has paid for them. If so, I would like to buy one pruning shears and turn
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over the other three to the cache in Maine. If this check does mean payment for the tools, I would
appreciate a refund for three items to be turned over to the cache in Maine and would keep the
one pruner. If I kept them without paying for them, I feel very much chagrined. I certainly did
not intend to do so but the idea of paying up may have gotten side-tracked at camp. It now seems
likely that the check was made out too soon to be for tools and more likely for guidebook before
the annual meeting.
I waited to hear from you and to see what the chapter’s executive committee might do—and also
to find out whether the Fish & Game group would maintain an interest. I think that the decision
on sponsorship should be made now prior to your AT Conference.
I do not think that the present executive committee of the Narragansett Chapter of AMC can be
depended upon for maintenance of a section of trail for these reasons:

year.

1. My position was quietly eliminated with no one appointed.
2. The chapter made no contribution to the AT Conference in 1951—for maintenance that

3. The chairman of the Outings Committee asked me to lead a trail-clearing trip. I
assumed that meant that a group from the chapter would undertake the maintenance in 1951 as a
substitute for financing hire help. I further assumed that the expenses of the leader would be
covered as has happened in the past when I led club excursions or was leader at August Camp.
Misunderstandings came into the picture at that point so that I was permitted to undertake the full
burden instead of getting a contribution from the club as a cooperative undertaking involving
more people. My only helpers were young people who are not in the club.
I think that the Fish & Game group can be depended upon for these reasons:
1. I liked the attitude of the people whom I met in Maine very much.
2. I saw evidence of some work which they had done.
3. Their correspondence this fall indicates that further work has been done and still
further work is planned.
4. The very fact that they have answered letters rates them above some “Maine Guides”
whom I have known.
5. They have a real and continuing interest in that section of trail because it is nearby, has
the best picnic grounds in a large area, provides access to several ponds in a loop which I saw
fishermen traverse in 1951, and probably is used during the gunning season also. It has a natural
appeal that will continue indefinitely.
6. Furthermore, I think that their cooperative activity and the use of men with varied
skills makes a marvelous opportunity for improving facilities at campsites inexpensively. Their
efforts might be very encouraging to other Fish and Game Clubs and might lead other groups to
assume sponsorship of sections where the trail gives access to hunting and fishing grounds as
well as providing a route for mountain-climbers.
Wherefore I recommend that the enthusiasts in Maine be rewarded by making them the sponsors
and that the Narragansett Chapter be changed from Class A to Class B membership.
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If you feel that that is too drastic or smacking too much of sour grapes on my part; perhaps it
would be well to divide the territory giving the Narragansetts the easy Monson to Blanchard
section and giving Piscataquis the longer Bodfish Farm to Monson section.
Whatever happens, I have developed a personal interest in the Little Wilson country and hope to
get up there at least once more to share in some of the light work...that grandpa can still do. I
should be glad to check in with Mr. Knowles and Mrs. Mithee and fit in with them for whatever
would be useful.
If you split the territory, I think that you should arrange with Miss Alice Golden, Secretary, at 18
Iowa St., Providence for procedures which the executive committee should act upon before the
treasurer can draw any check.
I have toyed with the idea of going down for the conference at Skyland but it comes just at the
height of the nesting season here. For a number of years before and after a reservoir was built
here, I’ve been doing field work for U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service on the changes in breeding
birds of forty acres. I think that I would lose too much to take a few days off at that time.
With cordial best wishes and hoping that your internal organs will behave so that you may enjoy
the mountains again.
April 27, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I sincerely hope that this finds you making rapid progress with Uncle Aesculapius or Grandfather
Hippocrates! Whatever it is, hurry up and get well. We don't like to hear such news.
A further word about your neck of the woods of Maine: Did you know that the University of
New Brunswick was offering a scholarship to graduate students who were interested in the
"Historical Relations with the State of Maine?" It occurred to me that these boys might dig out
something which would be of interest to you. I do not know how long this so-called Beaverbrook
fellowship has been available, but it jumped out and hit me in the face when I saw it announced
on our bulletin board the other day.
We are hoping that the warm weather will continue so we can get into the woods soon. Six of the
boys are going to try to get into C Pond next weekend to finish clearing and marking from 4
miles to the Pond and possibly to get at that Bluff! Then, we have a trip scheduled for May 18 up
Saddleback. I realize that this is early, but you should see the college calendar; you can't get
anything in with a shoehorn! If this proves unsuccessful or is rained out, I shall try to get a small
group to go up sometime during final exams.
The thesis is done and approved. Maryllyn is now in the process of typing the final copy or draft.
Being an unprofessional typist, she is finding it slow going, but we cannot afford to have it typed
(can hardly afford to stay in the teaching game!) by an outsider. So be it! Now all I have to do is
read thirty or forty books on social and economic history of the 19th century, take an exam, then
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I can take my place beside the other stupid people who have gone through such a course of
sprouts. But I can assure you that I will be much more critical than the majority of people who
feel that if they "accumulate enough facts...they'll light a spark and light the world up." I am
indebted to Robert Frost and your alma mater for this last idea. You and the rest of the alumni
have right to be proud of the Bowdoin Institute idea; I wish we had people with enough insight,
awareness, drive, and cash to put on such a program. I heard both Frost and Schlessinger, Jr.,
taking carloads of students down to hear them, then returning to stay up half the night to talk
about the events. I suspect you and many of your friends will be interested to see what your new
president is going to do. You’re certainly losing a grand old man in Sills. I wish I had known him
better, but I am sad to say that there is a kind of isolationism between these two schools which is
neither healthy nor desirable. I doubt if it is a conscious thing; it simply is.
Well, Myron, again I hope you are recovering from your illness. Wishing you all the luck in the
world…
April 28, 1952. Myron Avery to Henry Childs.
Dear Hank:
I assume that you duly received my recent letters about the Trail situation and the advanced
copies of the Greenville and Sebec Lake sheets, which were to be forwarded to Sidney Tappan.
Your earlier letters indicated that the Piscataquis County Fish and Game Association was doing
such an excellent job on the Bodfish Farm— Blanchard Section that it might be well to transfer
Narragansett interest elsewhere. It seems to me that the Association's interest in the area will
continue and, as I have a thought on the point of transferring the Narragansett activities,
I thought I might pass it on to you at this time.
My thought is that you might want to interest yourself in the Section from Moxie pond to the
Kennebec River, which covers Pleasant Pond Mountain. It is accessible by automobile from each
end. Two men in three days could easily do all that is required.
When you study the Guidebook data you will see that from the vicinity of Pleasant Pond a dirt
road is followed for several miles to the crossing of the Kennebec at Caratunk. This is only a
matter of renewing painting along the road. The west side of Pleasant Pond Mountain is a mature
spruce growth which will make you think of other New England mountains. There is an
established Forest Service Campsite at the west base of the mountain close to where the
automobile road ends.
The east side is reached by driving around to Moxie Pond. The Camp proprietor is very well
disposed. The Forest Service installed a Campsite at Bear Brook Landing and the Sporting Camp
proprietor would set you across if you wish to use it. The Trail on the east end follows the
railroad track for a mile. The part that requires the most maintenance is in the hardwood growth
in the flat section at the east base. This side of the mountain is one to which I would allocate two
days.
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The summit of Pleasant Pond Mountain is reached by a blue-blazed short side trail. The tower is
not used now. The view is quite spectacular.
The painting, signs and A.T. markers should be in quite fair shape on the Section.
Accordingly, if you have in mind to see new terrain this summer I suggest that this Section
would be one where your activity would be most profitable. The accessibility by road to the base
of the mountain on each side makes it one which can be worked effectively. The most
troublesome portion is the mile or two immediately west from the automobile road on the shore
of Moxie Pond.
Our Assistant Supervisor of Trails, Louis Chorzempa, may possibly cover this Section during the
early summer. Accordingly, I have sent him a copy of this letter so that he can forward to you
copies of any reports which he may prepare as a result of his trip. (His address is Box 64,
Dryden, Maine.)
cc: Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marlon Park
{5/2. Wait for my reply to your letter of April 25th.}
April 30, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Yesterday I received the Greenville and Sebec Lake proof sheets of the 1950 U.S.G.S. maps
together with your note dated April 8th. The envelope had been mailed in Providence, Rhode
Island on April 22nd. The Beverly Post Office notified me on the 25th that they had a piece of
mail for me which they were holding because of three cents due on the postage. I paid the extra
postage and got the maps yesterday.
Since I had written to you last I have learned that my vacation will not start until Aug. 1st, 1952,
therefore I am returning the maps so that you may have the use of them during May, July and
June. Then if you think that I should carry them with me on my proposed summer trip you can
send them back to me. At this time it seems that I will leave Boston Friday noon the 1st of
August. Probably I will fly into Moxie Pond and start from there. I expect that Louis Chorzempa
will start from Moxie and work west, but I don’t know when he plans to start. He will be writing
me within a few days of his plans. I have been in touch with Louis and with Lawson Reeves so
as to coordinate our efforts to give you as complete and continuous trail coverage as possible.
I got a copy of John Burrough’s’ “A Taste of Maine Birch” recently and enjoyed reading about
Pleasant Pond, Moxie Pond, and Moxie Bald. What is the origin of the name Moxie? I trust that
your trip to New York has expedited your recovery, or at least provided the exact knowledge
which will lead to your complete renovation to good health.
I plan to copy the corrected trail data sheets so as to get them back to you as soon as possible so
that they may be available for other uses.
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Undated letter from Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Sorry you feel under the weather. Enc. $10 check for maps.
Hope you and Mrs. Avery get to see us this summer.
I built another camp at Cooper Pond {note in Guide} and hope can get one of the trail parties for
a sizeable party will use plane and boat no charge for local trips.
Remember me to the girls of ATC. Ice out Apr. 30th.
Cummings lost job last fall. Still here as Assistant Regional Director taking care of the town girls
etc.
Was mixed up in a deer scrape last fall came out best as usual (stole deer so new wardens say)
but Foster let him slip out of his hands.
May 1, 1952.

THIRD ANNUAL TRAIL REPORT
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
BY
LAWSON REEVES DIRECTOR
MAY 1, 1951 TO MAY 1, 1952

I HEREBY SUBMIT MY THIRD ANNUAL REPORT AS A DIRECTOR OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, COVERING THE TIME FROM MAY 1, 1951 TO MAY 1,
1952.
As in the past I have worked as a team with the Assistant Overseer of Trails, Louis Chorzempa.
May 19-20-51
June 2-5, 51
July 14-15, 51
Aug 4-5, 51
Sept. 6-7-8, 51
Oct. 21, 51
Dec. 16,51
Total

Bigelow Range Trail clearing and painting
Bigelow Range Trail clearing and painting
Mt. Abraham Side Trail clearing and painting
Bigelow Village- Spaulding Mtn. clearing
Inspection Andover-B Hill Rd. to Gorham N.H.
Hurricane damage west side Baldpate
Hauled in 6-person camp table to Sugarloaf shelter

2 days
2 days
2 days
2 days
3 days
1 day
l day
13 days

SIGNS
Have made all necessary signs for west of the Kennebec River. These were made with five
eighths inch letters, with letters filled in solid but not routed. All signs have been given to Louis
Chorzempa. There was no charge for any expenses with these.
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TRAIL REPORTS
I have typed all current trail reports for Louis Chorzempa.
KODACHROME SLIDES
I made my usual illustrated lectures to organizations as in the past. There was no charge to the
organizations for this service since I not only paid my own transportation, gave my time, but also
paid any expenses involved in transportation of the slides. About half of these lectures were with
the Conference set of slides and the balance were with my own private set.
I had an opportunity and started to build up a new set for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to be
kept here in Maine, but since this did not seem to be the opportune time, I refunded all
contributions made, and added the slides to my personal collection. On most of my lectures my
wife accompanied me and did the projecting while I did the lecturing.
June 13, 51 Franklin Co. Fish and Game Assn.
Nov. 13, 51 Parents-Teachers Assn.
Nov. 16, 51 Grange
Dec. 3, 51
Stephens High School Outing Club
Jan. 31, 52
Independent Order Odd Fellows
March 19, 52 Private showing at my home
March 20, 52 Explorer Scout Troop
Total attendance

Allen’s Mills
East Wilton
East Dixfield
Rumford
Wilton
Wilton
Rumford

25
50
50
45
100
4
25
299

TOURIST INFORMATION BUREAUS
Last summer I had contact and placed in the Farmington Information 40 copies of the four page
mimeograph leaflet, 40 copies of the green instruction sheet for hikers on the trail, 1 copy of #17
pamphlet, and one copy of newspaper clipping for Franklin County. I was informed that these
were well received and created a lot of interest.
I also sent 20 copies of the mimeograph leaflet to the Rangeley Information Bureau, 5 copies of
the green sheet and 1 clipping. I did not get any report on this.
I am preparing a better display for both of these two bureaus for this summer. This will consist of
a carton folder 20X34 inches which when open will give double the space. These are painted,
bound with binding tape, and have mounted a map of the area, photos, and cartoons and the
Conference address. I have a supply of the mimeograph leaflets to go with them. I feel that in the
future we should provide something of a higher class appearance for these projects and should
expand to include all Information Bureaus that are near the Trail crossings.
RUMFORD SPORTSMEN’S SHOW
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We did not intend to sponsor a booth at the Rumford show this year. However the Director of the
Show secured a troop of Explorer Scouts to man the booth so I provided the scenery and manned
the booth on the Saturday afternoon and evening.
The Explorer leader Alvin Mortenson, set up the booth, provided 1000 copies of the four page
mimeograph leaflet, and he and the older Explorers manned the booth. Since over 6,800 people
attended the show, it shows that much publicity can be gained with practically no expense if the
man-power is had in setting up and manning the booth.
NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY
I prepared a long article for the. special edition of the Rumford Falls Times and Wilton Times for
the Sportsmen’s Show. Louis Chorzempa provided six pictures which were all used, so we did
get a lot of newspaper space. Every subscriber of these two papers got a copy, besides copies
sold at the newstands, and those given away free at the Show. I mailed copies to all of the
directors and some of the other officers.
I cooperated with Roderick Dyer, one of the two Farmington Boy Scouts who hiked across the
state last summer, in getting an article published in the Maine Guide, the official organ of the
Maine Fish and Game Assn. Louis again furnished two pictures, one of which was used.
ANNUAL MEMBERS
I was able to secure one annual dues paying member, Mr. Howard Holmes formerly of
Buckfield, Me.
CORRESPONDENCE
My correspondence has been heavy again this year. This is due to mailing copies of the letters to
the officers who might be interested. In order to keep some kind of a record for my own
satisfaction, I list my mailing. I mailed eighty letters for a total of 179 pieces.
Summary
My activities the past year have been about the same as the past years and prospects are that they
will have to continue the same for the year to come. I am fortunate in having a companion in
Louis Chorzempa living in the same town, where we can work together and discuss our projects
and problems, thereby keeping one another’s interest up.
May 2, 1952. Myron Avery to Professor Harold A. Davis, Bradford Junior College,
Bradford, Massachusetts.
Dear Professor Davis:
I have had very much in mind your very helpful reply of August 29, 1951, to my letter of August
7.
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Unfortunately, in 1951, I was unable to be at Lubec. I anticipate spending a rather considerable
amount of time there this summer, which I trust will afford me the pleasure of discussing with
you these matters of mutual interest.
During the winter, I have been rereading the Nova Scotia Historical Society Series and reprints
of articles written by the late Dr. William Ganong, of which, fortunately, I obtained a number of
years ago, a rather extensive set.
Professor Roy P. Fairfield of Bates College, who has prepared a historical thesis on the vicinity
of Saco, has written me of two interesting developments in connection with Eastern Maine
history. You probably know of both. Mr. Richard Du Wors, Bucknell University (former Bates
student), had prepared a thesis on Lubec and Eastport. I understand that there is a copy deposited
at Cambridge. I have written Mr. Du Wors to ascertain if there is a copy available in other
localities.
The second matter of interest, which Professor Fairfield reports, is that the University of New
Brunswick has awarded a Beaverbrook Fellowship for a study of Political Relations between
Eastern Canada and New Brwunswick. That should come very close to my particular subject of
interest. I have in mind to try to follow up the matter to ascertain who undertakes the work.
I shall look forward to seeing you this summer.
cc:

Professor Roy P. Fairfield
Miss Jean Stephenson

May 2, 1952. Eleanor Jacobs to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Mr. Sawtelle:
I am writing to ask when you can send the Maine Slide Collection to me as I have several
requests for showing this collection. I hope that you do not have too many showings lined up
because I would like to take care of these requests before too long. In any event please let me
know when you can send the slides to me.
As usual, when sending the slides to me, please send them by Railway Express, valued at $500,
and marked fragile, to me at my Bethesda address.
I hope that you, and the others who have used them, have enjoyed the slide collection this year,
and that the 1952 season will be an enjoyable and successful one so far as the Trail in Maine is
concerned.
May 2, 1952. Myron Avery to C. Boyd Allen, Spencer, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Allen:
I am writing in connection with the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE,
which is issued by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. You have undoubtedly noted copies of this
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Guide at your Antlers Camps, as well as Appalachian Trailway News, which the Appalachian
Trail Conference sends to Sporting Camp proprietors on The Appalachian Trail route.
We are preparing the usual Supplement to the Guide and wished to ascertain the status of Antlers
Camps for 1952. They form a very important unit in furnishing a continuous chain of public
accommodations to those who travel the Trail across Maine.
We had heard, informally, that the Camps, in 1952, would not be operated as public sporting
camps but as a private club. We would appreciate very much your advising us of the intended
plans for Antlers during 1952.
For your convenience in replying, I enclose an addressed envelope.
Enclosure: Addressed envelope
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
May 3, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Just a hurried note.
Myron suggested I send you my copy of this letter from the Maine Outing Club. Please return it
when you have read it.
I have sent him the signs (three of them), the revised Trail data, a supply of No. 11 (Instructions
to Trail workers), copies of the Trail Manual, the Lean-to Publication, and divers other items. In
other words, I have taken care of his various requests.
It looks like for the next two years things may be in good order as far as they are concerned. I
hope they will train up some underclass members to take over when they leave.
May 5, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson,
Thanx for your note pertaining to the Maine interest. Here’s hoping this is the beginning of a
new era!
Am replying immediately, and by air mail, in the hope that what I have to say may get into the
A.T. News this month. At last the side trail to C Pond Bluff is open. Five fellows cleared and
painted it yesterday, as well as repainting the distance between Keewadin and Ten of Clubs
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Cabin. This means that Section 22 is now in first-class condition for summer travel, the B.O.C.
having done the entire thirteen miles (plus side trail) since last May.
After our Saddleback trip, scheduled the 18th, I shall make an effort to get some publicity on
Sections 19 and 22 in preparation for summer travel.
How are your plans working out? Are you getting any historical research done, as you had
planned? We missed you this spring. Please forward my best wishes to Myron.
May 7, 1952

REPORT ON MAINE SLIDE COLLECTIONS
Mrs. Eleanor P. Jacobs
A.T.C. Slide Custodian

I have been acting as Custodian of the kodachrome slides belonging to the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, and this report will indicate the present status of these slides.
We have two collections. The Katahdin collection of 134 slides covers the Katahdin area. The
Maine collection of 123 slides covers The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Of these 123 slides in the
Maine collection, approximately 78 are east of the Kennebec River; approximately 45 are west
of the Kennebec River. There is also a set of 130 Katahdin slides held in reserve as a
supplementary collection, many of these being duplicates of the same scenes. There are 19
Maine slides held in reserve. In addition to the above, there are about two dozen Katahdin and
Maine slides which are being used in The Appalachian Trail Conference collections of 150
slides, 100 slides, and 50 slides. The Katahdin and Maine collections each have an
accompanying lecture.
During the past three years the Katahdin collection has been shown approximately five times
outside Maine to an estimated 350 people, and the Maine collection has been shown
approximately three times outside Maine to an estimated 150 people. Records here indicate the
Katahdin collection was shown in Maine 35 times to an estimated 1,000 people, and the Maine
collection was shown in Maine 100 times to an estimated 2,500 people. However, since the
Katahdin collection has been in Maine continuously for six or seven months and the Maine
collection has been in Maine continuously for the best part of a year, there were undoubtedly
many showings of which I have no record. In this connection, it might be mentioned that during
these periods, it has been, of course, impossible to arrange for showing of these collections
elsewhere in the United States or to fill requests for them.
It may be of interest in this connection to know that, as a result of one of these showings in
Wisconsin, nine Katahdin and twelve Maine slides have been donated to these collections. While
on the subject of donations, mention should be made of the fact that more slides are needed,
particularly for the Maine collection. This is because the collection has been shown so
extensively and, in some cases, apparently in projectors without sufficient cooling apparatus that
some of the slides have begun to change color and will soon need to be replaced. Fortunately, I
understand from a memorandum from Mr. Lawson Reeves that he has quite a number of slides,
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either his own or of his friends, and I am sure he will be willing to loan them for the purpose of
having duplicates made. Any other officers who have outstanding slides or know of anyone who
has them are requested to let me know their subjects. If they are ones which are needed, I will
promptly communicate with them about it.
When the collection has been rechecked and built up to standard, I believe it will be possible to
arrange for orderly scheduled showings of both Katahdin and the Maine collections, both in and
outside of Maine, on such a basis that they will be utilized to the best advantage and result not
only in general publicity, but in tangible support, of the Trail in Maine.
Enclosure 1
KODACHROME LECTURE ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE AND ON
KATAHDIN
This Memorandum is to furnish information as to the procedure for obtaining use of the
kodachrome slide collection on The Appalachian Trail across Maine and on Katahdin. These two
sets of kodachrome slides have been developed by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL ACROSS MAINE
This lecture consists of 123 kodachrome slides (2" x 2"). Its showing, with the typed comment,
will occupy approximately one hour. This set has been assembled as a travelogue to depict the
260 miles of Appalachian Trail across Maine. The tour is from Katahdin south, to the New
Hampshire line.
This is not merely a set of slides, requiring knowledge of each locality by the observer. It is
accompanied by a typed set of cards, descriptive of each exhibited scene. The comment is
detailed. It is not intended that the lecturer should read each card, which would make for a
prolonged and less spontaneous showing but, rather a lecturer, unfamiliar with the entire Trail,
will use the cards to obtain information for his comment as each slide is exhibited.
The set has been prepared to include the outstanding features of the Trail across Maine, such as
each mountain, major lakes, rivers, lean-tos and scenes of commanding interest. This lecture
comprises eleven slides of Katahdin, where the Trail commences. There are approximately 67
slides for the region east of the Kennebec River and approximately 45 slides for the region west
of the Kennebec River. The exhibition will afford a comprehensive knowledge of the area which
The Appalachian Trail utilizes.
KATAHDIN
This collection has been assembled to afford a very full presentation, not only of Katahdin, but of
the surrounding region, particularly The Traveler. It comprises 134 slides. Many of the slides
depict autumn foliage or winter scenes, which increases their pictorial quality. To afford a
complete presentation of the entire area some black and white slides have been included for
sections where kodachrome slides are not available to the Club.
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This collection, like The Appalachian Trail set, is accompanied by fully detailed, typed comment
on cards. Its exhibition will afford very comprehensive knowledge of the Katahdin region.
DIRECTIONS FOR OBTAINING THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL AND KATAHDIN
LANTERN SLIDES
These two sets of slides, contained in metal cases and wooden boxes, for shipment by express,
are obtainable, without cost, for use before Clubs or groups interested in the subject matter. The
slides are sent from Bethesda, Maryland, express collect, and are to be returned to Bethesda,
Maryland, express prepaid. It is imperative that a valuation of $300.00 be placed on the return
shipment so that the Club may be in a position to replace the set in the event of its loss.
Compliance with this direction is a condition for obtaining use of the slides. The slides must be
returned immediately after use so that commitments to other groups for their use can be readily
met.
For reasons of convenience and efficiency, use of these slides is administered (together with the
slide collection on The Appalachian Trail) by A.T.C. Slide Custodian, Mrs. Eleanor F. Jacobs.
When requesting use of the slides, indicate alternative dates. Do not address correspondence with
respect to the slides to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club or to the Appalachian Trail
Conference. All communications, as well as the slides, should be sent to:
Mrs. Eleanor P. Jacobs
Appalachian Trail Conference Slide Custodian
4718 Bethesda Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland
MONITIONS
Care must be used to avoid deterioration of the collection through over heating. The following
precautions must be observed:
(a) The slides must never be exhibited by a projector which does not have a fan.
Overlong exposure of any one slide should be avoided.
(b) To obtain maximum results, a projector with 1000 watt bulb is essential. (Use of a
bulb of lower power will result in very unsatisfactory results.)
(c) The slides should be arranged in the indicated sequence in the slide box on returning.
(d) The collection should be returned immediately by express prepaid with a valuation of
$300.00 to Mrs. Jacobs.
The Club will welcome the improvement of the caliber of these collections through donations or,
in some instances, through being afforded an opportunity to make copies of slides along The
Appalachian Trail in Maine or of Katahdin. Such slides should be sent to Mrs. Jacobs.
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May 9, 1952. C. Boyd Allen, Allen-Squire Company, Shoe Manufacturers, Spencer, Mass.,
to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir,
The Antlers Camps will not be open to the public this year. However, I realize that hikers
appreciate shelter in the evenings so will allow them to use the facilities of the camps as needed.
The large cabin will be locked but the others will be open. There are stoves and beds available
which is about all I can offer.
If the situation changes and someone is going to be there, I will so advise you.
Trust this will be of some help.
Copy Tappan, Stephenson, Park
{Miss Stephenson to advise Nahmakanta, Yoke and Haynes.}
May 9, 1952. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
Just a brief informal note. I will return, before your trip, the Sebec and Greenville sheets, which I
think you should have. In addition, I will send you at that time the blue-line prints of the quads
for the missing area to the east, Roach River and Cooper Mountain. They go as far north as
Nahmakanta.
Childs prepared a monumental work on the Bodfish Farm-Blanchard section. I don't want to
impose on you undue labors in all these details but I thought if you read it once or twice it would
make the whole situation more comprehensible and with the aid of the map you might be able to
check the trail references between 10 and 11 m. which he questions.
The major issue is the extent of the lumbering. I am now inclined to think (contra to my earlier
statement to Knowles) that it would be preferable to follow the short section of the bull-dozed
road and avoid the turns around the Watson place. The lumbering might affect this decision. So
you might bear in mind as a major point to make such correction in the data as to make this
change. We could then tell Piscataquis Fish & Game to change the marking.
I do not want to do this until some experienced person like yourself can evaluate matters in the
light of any developments due to lumbering.
You can hold the two documents indefinitely: in fact you may wish to have them after your trip
to check your observations.
To avoid any possible difficulty, I am sending you now the Greenville and Kingsbury
quadrangles. The former you will probably wish to take with you.
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I return to New York on the 19th to ascertain whether I get new intestinal equipment or further
postponement.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and sent forward in his absence to avoid any delay.
May 12, 1952. Myron Avery to Henry Childs.
Dear Hank:
This supplements my letter to you of April 28, which was dictated before your letter of April 25
was received. It will serve to supplement my earlier letter on any points of contradiction.
I appreciated your very detailed communication and have studied the sketches. It is possible that
the pulpwood operations, to which Mr. Knowles referred, may have changed the situation. But,
had I fully appreciated the nature of this alternative route, which is so short and avoids crossing
the Watson House grounds, I would have thought it desirable to use it for reasons of simplicity.
If any of us get to the area, we can make changes on the ground or in the Guidebook description.
I think it inadvisable to write Mr. Knowles now to make the change because these lumber
operations might have produced a situation which would alter the controlling factors. So, unless
the condition is materially different from what you observed last summer, eventually, I would
say, we would use the alteration.
To return to the financial aspect. I am enclosing your check of November 6, 1950, for $3.25. The
accounts here have been reviewed. This check was for the Maine Guide which you purchased.
Consequently, it is a situation where no payment has been made by the Chapter for the two
pruning shears and weeders furnished for use last summer. I suggest, if you think it probable that
your 1952 activities will involve trail work on the A.T. In Maine, you retain them for a while.
Eventually, you could ship them (express prepaid) to Professor Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell
House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, who is the custodian of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club's tool cache. You can send to Miss Marion Park (1228 Eye Street, N. W., Washington 5,
D.C.) a note on the express charges, which we will defray. This will mean that there will be no
expense for the purchase of tools by any individuals working on the trail. These light-weight
shears have become unavailable. Replacement costs are high. We wish we had ordered more and
are at pains to keep in stock all that are available.
We are sending to Mr. Knowles Sign No. 151, as well as the two (I do not have the numbers)
which you recommended for replacement. Thus, there will be three new signs sent to Mr.
Knowles within a month for this section. Miss Stephenson is reviewing the photos to determine
whether they cover subjects which we do not have and can be useful in publicity. We will
arrange to buy any that are of that character. They were very interesting in indicating your
abilities as a sign painter.
I failed to appreciate that the trail to Jim Whyte's Lookout and Big Wilson Cliffs was not on the
advance sheets. There is nothing that we can do as the Survey is not disposed to accept amateur
trail plotting. I had also failed to realize that the sheet showed only the road to the Whyte Cabin.
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All of this raises a further inquiry. The road across the bridge, which the trail follows, led, I was
told but did not see, to the Thompson opening on Thompson Brook. That, curiously, does not
show on the map. It leaves me to wonder whether this statement was in error and all there is of
the road is what leads to the Whyte Cabin.
I come now to your discussion of responsibility for the section from Bodfish Farm to Blanchard,
as to which you have written at length.
I return to New York later in the month for further hospital treatment and would prefer not to
initiate any more correspondence with other parties in connection with this situation. You feel
that the Narragansett Chapter has lost interest. Why not accept the matter on this basis without
the necessity of writing anyone in the Chapter. Mr. Knowles’ Trail Report certainly indicates that
the Association will go ahead with what is needed. In future statements we can list the two
sections as assigned to the Association. If Narragansett interest revives, or you have time for
independent activities, I urge that you look at the area described in my letter of April 28. At a
later date we can indicate to the Association that the Narragansett Chapter has quit-claimed its
interest.
You refer to the Narragansett Chapter becoming a Class B Member. It may be that the Chapter
has sent a contribution in 1952, which would be the basis of such a membership. I was told that
Treasurer Allis had reported an A.M.C. contribution, which might possibly be your Chapter. {It
was Boston.} By reason of Mrs. Allis’ death, we do not expect to receive for some time an
answer to the inquiry as to which Chapter was involved. If the Narragansett Chapter should have
sent in a contribution, I am asking Miss Park or Miss Stephenson to let you know. That would
qualify the Chapter.
To return to the matter of responsibility. I would suggest that we not attempt to divide the area
but deal with it as being cared for by the Association. Eventually, we would so inform it.
cc:

Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson

Enclosure - Check
May 12, 1952. Henry Childs to Myron Avery.
My dear Myron,
The footnote to your letter of April 28 indicates that one from me arrived at that time but was not
answered then.
This is a “quickie".
Independently, we reached the same conclusion to transfer the Bodfish to Blanchard Sections to
Piscataquis. I doubt Narragansett’s wanting to take responsibility for the Pleasant Pond section
— or to actually do the work anywhere up there!
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Class B dues might be acceptable as a general contribution to the AT.
I might take the Pleasant Pond section myself for one year. Maybe I can dig up some individuals
to help—but as my friends—not as a Narragansett Chapter undertaking.
At present I expect to be at Winona for the first month this summer (July 1 to 29 or 31st). Mrs.
Childs is now in California visiting our son, daughter, and their families including three grandchildren. I do not anticipate any complications there although I toyed with the idea of skipping
camp this year to go out there with her.
Assuming that the climbing is not stiff and camping is possible at each end, I can do quite a bit in
a week but I do not intend to swing a weeder. I’ll use clippers and a collapsible saw. The
description of the trail suggests stretches of grass and raspberries I would take out blackberries
but let the traveler wade through the lesser evils.
I’ve forgotten the name of the very pleasant man at Troutdale Cabins. I don’t wish to camp at
Bear Brook. I rigged a place for myself and car in a secluded cubbyhole just off the road and
practically opposite Troutdale.
I would work the east base first for about three days and then swing in from the west based at
Pleasant Pond Campground. The upper levels would come last and might get a rather sketchy
treatment if my old knees don’t like the going on the ledges. At any rate, the route would be
passable although not a boulevard.
I’ll be glad to see Louis Chorzempa and his pal again. (Is Lawson Reeves, the correct name of
the MATC director?) I’ll try to reach them by phone while going through Wilton. If you have
phone numbers for residences and offices, I would appreciate having them.
Best wishes for a good conference at Skylands.
{J.S., M.P. M.H.A.}
May 13, 1952. Memorandum for Louis Chorzempa from Myron Avery:
Mr. Henry E. Childs (335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, Rhode Island) has written me that he
anticipates being able to spend a week on the Section between Kennebec River and Moxie Pond.
You will recall meeting Mr. Childs at Moxie Pond in 1950.
In the event that your inspection trip should occur before Mr. Childs' work trip, it will be very
helpful for him to know in advance what you have found in the area.
Accordingly, I am asking that you send him, as soon as possible, a copy of the report which you
will make if you travel the area.
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Mr. Childs has advised me that, during the month of July, he will be at Camp Winona, Denmark,
Maine. I understand that, except during July, material should be sent to his Rumford, Rhode
Island address.
Mr. Childs has made inquiry as to Lawson Reeves. address. It is: Box 49 Dryden, Maine.
The man whom Mr. Childs met at Troutdale was Warren Ricker.
cc: Mr. Sidney Tappan, Mr. Henry E. Childs, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
May 14, 1952. Richard E. Du Wors, Lt. U.S.N.R. (Inactive), Chairman of the Department
of Sociology, Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Penna., to Myron Avery.
My dear Captain Avery:
I have been trying to find time to write at length concerning your letter of March 27th. But such
time does not seem to come. A few minutes ago a student asked if I’d be free Wednesday, May
21st. The secretary replied that I’m never free. Her remark made me decide to answer your letter
at once even if I could not give it the reply it deserved.
The difficulty is that my answer is yes and no. To explain the yes and no involves the differences
and similarities between historical research and sociological research using historical data. The
“yes” because I used historical data from Kilby’s “History of Eastport”, the old Sentinel files on
Machias courthouse cellar; tax records; journals; etc. “No” because the specific historical fact of
proper interest to the historian might not be relevant to a specific statement on the nature of
social systems (communities) of interest to a sociologist. Therefore, such a fact might not be
recorded in my study.
Perhaps I can illustrate from my Navy experience. If a Navy historian wrote up, let us say, the
Armed Guard, he would want to know specific dates of formation, command, contact with the
enemy, etc. I might study such an organization in light of sociological theories about leaderships,
command structures, civilian-military motivation and organization in face of the same crisis
(attack) etc. Then details of command dates, contacts, etc., would be incidental or illustrative or
used to test the reliability of theories advanced.
I am writing this to spare you disappointment. The study may not be the sort of thing that
interests you. Still, I’m sending it and perhaps the bibliography will be of use.
I must also add that this is the only copy I have available and that it is not proof-read.
I hope you can go on with your studies. Maine needs exploring by students of society no matter
what their particular interest is.
P.S. I was in O.N.I. and Armed Guard. And, since you are in Admiralty Counseling I thought
you’d like to see a paper on fisheries law.
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cc:

Prof. R. P. Fairfield
Miss Jean Stephenson

May 15, 1952. Clair Sawtelle to Eleanor Jacobs.
Dear Mrs. Jacobs:
Sorry for the delay in reply to your letter of May 2, which I have not been able to answer sooner.
Several showings of the AT slides have been tentatively arranged without definite dates. I had
not anticipated the recall of the collection from Maine, and had started a considerable publicity
effort officially in behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. With your request for the return
of the slides I have, of course, dropped this and am withdrawing, with such good grace as may be
from all but three commitments. One date is June 12, the other two I will schedule as early as
possible, probably before the end of June, and will then forward the slides to you as requested.
The scarcity of trail workers in this area is one of our greatest problems, and it seems to me that
one of the best means to recruit workers is through showing of these slides. If they are not to be
available for this purpose, I wish, at a time convenient to all, to make a duplicate set of the better
slides of both the AT and the Katahdin collections, at my own expense, for use here in Maine.
Copy to: Myron H. Avery, Lawson Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield
May 16, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Earlier this week I received the two U.S.G.S. maps, and the detail report of Mr. H. E. Childs. I
studied both the maps and the report. I made a couple of tracings of Mr. Childs’ sketch maps,
and I was about to return the material to you when I discovered your letter which I had somehow
over looked. It was good to hear from you. I hope that when you return to New York the doctors
will have good news for you.
My first impression upon reading Childs’ magnum opus was to be surfeited. Now that I have
read your letter the problem is simplified to two items: (1) check the trail data against Childs’
report about various distances in the 10 to 11 mile section, and (2) check the merits of his
optional route around the Watson place. If I had traversed this part of the trail before I suppose it
would be easier for me to visualize the two propositions, but when I get there this summer I will
try to get the information you desire.
At the moment I am enjoying Henry Van Dyke’s “Little Rivers”. In one place he quotes W.C.
Prime, writing about the white birch in the latter’s book “Among the Northern Hills”. I shall
have to try and find a copy. I will close with what seems to me an appropriate quotation from
“The Experienced Angler” by Col. Robert Venables, 1662. “And suppose he take nothing, yet he
enjoyeth a delightful walk by pleasant Rivers, in sweet Pastures, amongst odiferous Flowers
which gratifie his Senses, and delight his Mind; which Contentments induce many (who affect
not Angling) to choose those places of pleasure for their summer Recreation and Health.”
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And from Prince Otto by Robert Louis Stevenson: “There’s no music like a little river. It plays
its same tune (and that’s the favorite) over and over again, and yet does not weary of it like men
fiddlers. It takes the mind out of doom; and though we should be grateful for good houses, there
is, after all, no house like God’s out of doors, and lastly, sir, it quiets a man down like saying his
prayers.”
P.S. I will keep the two maps and the Childs’ report until I return from Maine next August.
May 17, 1952.
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB:
On April 1, 1952, I forwarded to members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club a detailed
communication, reporting on developments of the past year. Subsequently, the Announcement
and Program of the Twelfth Appalachian Trail Conference were mailed to Club members.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has two very complete and outstanding kodachrome slide
collections. One covers The Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine. The other relates to
Katahdin. The task of keeping these collections in order, sending them to those who wish to use
them and making sure that they are available for commitments has been cared for by
Appalachian Trail Conference Slide Custodian Mrs. Eleanor P. Jacobs. The Appalachian Trail
Conference has a similar lecture for the entire Appalachian Trail. The handling of the three
collections at one source has many advantages. Mrs. Jacobs has submitted her report for the
A.T.C. Conference at Skyland. In this connection, there has been revised the sheet furnishing
data as to the directions for obtaining and use of the Maine and Katahdin collections. I have
thought it advisable to place this sheet in the hands of each member of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club so that each member may be fully informed as to the availability of this collection.
Lantern slide collections inevitably receive hard usage. Consequently, it is a matter of constant
replacement. This, fortunately, can be very easily accomplished through contribution or the
copying of original slides. For this reason, Mrs. Jacobs asks that those, who have original slides
of scenes along the Trail route or outstanding views of Katahdin which they wish to retain, send
them to her for the purpose of having copies made.
Sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery President
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 4531 - 45th Street, N. W. Washington 16, D. C.
Enclosure 1: Report, dated May 7, 1952, of A.T.C. Lantern Slide Custodian Eleanor P. Jacobs
Enclosure 2: Maine and Katahdin lectures Direction Sheet, dated May, 1952.
{Distribution indicated on copy in File 135.}
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May 17, 1952. Myron Avery to Mrs. Faye Mithee Secretary, Piscataquis County Fish and
Game Association, Route #2, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Mithee:
I recently wrote Mr. Knowles, after having had an opportunity to review his report on the section
of Trail between Bodfish Farm and Blanchard. The metal markers, which he requested, were
forwarded and, in the very near future, three board signs will go forward to him.
You probably noticed that in the May issue of Appalachian Trailway News both the Narragansett
Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club and your Association were listed as sponsors of this
section. I have had some further correspondence with Mr. Childs. Two sponsors would seem a
sort of superfluity, apart from the fact that the man and woman power of the Piscataquis County
Fish and Game Association, which is so highly commended by Mr. Childs, is entirely adequate
to deal with the section. Mr. Childs thinks — and I believe all will agree — that the activity of
his friends and his own activity could be more effectively set up on a "roving commission" basis;
that is that he could work in some particular area where, for one reason or another, there would
be particular need of his services. This year, he has in mind the section between Moxie Pond and
the Kennebec River. I think that it would be much more effective to have him do this, and I
believe that you and Mr. Knowles would agree.
Consequently, in the future, we shall indicate this section as assigned only to the Piscataquis
County Fish and Game Association.
I shall be interested to hear from Mr. Knowles as to the effect of the lumbering operations and
the extension of the bull-dozed road. On the basis of further information, I have changed my
opinion and agree that it would be preferable to use the bull-dozed road going past the Watson
House and cutting in to the Trail. The old route has two right-angle turns in crossing in front of
the premises. I did not fully understand the situation when I wrote before. However, the whitepaint blazes on the discarded route would need be covered by black paint, etc., and some of the
signs which Mr. Childs made, changed.
All in all, the advisability of this will rest on what Mr. Knowles finds as to the developments in
the area but I thought it desirable to withdraw my previous expression of opinion.
Lumbering is certainly our major problem in the Maine woods these days.
cc:

Mr. Manfred W. Knowles, Trails Chairman
Piscataquis County Fish and Game Association
Guilford, Maine
Mr. Henry E. Childs, Narragansett Chapter of A.M.C.
335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, Rhode Island

Mr. Sidney Tappan
Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park
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May 17, 1952. Rupert Amann, President, Maine Outing Club, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I received your letter of April 26 and Sign No. I58 in time for our first trip this spring over our
section of the Trail. Signs Nos. 160 and 161 arrived in time for our second trip the following
week on the 9, 10, and 11 of May. This past week I finally received the metal AT Markers. Also
I received the latest copy of the APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, for which I thank you.
Our first trip over the trail started the afternoon of Friday May 2d with a party of 14 hiking in
over the trail from Blanchard to Marble Brook. Sign No. 158 was put up on a telephone pole at
the Blanchard cross roads. There was still snow in the woods, and the last 1/4 mile before Marble
Brook was covered with one to two feet of snow. Saturday morning we set out to replace the
bridge over Marble Brook. The old bridge that we made two years ago was washed about 200
yards down stream. By 10:30 the bridge was completed so we started back over the trail to the
Breakneck Ridge Campsite, clearing trail as we went. When we arrived at the Breakneck Ridge
Campsite we found a suitable location for the campsite and set about to clear this. The spot we
choose is about 50 yards north of the Trail, which here runs almost due east and west. We started
to cut and peel logs for the construction of a lean- to. One of the buildings of the old logging
camp has fallen in and the other will in my opinion fall in within a year or two. On Sunday we
started construction of the lean-to. We got about four rounds high before we had to leave for
campus. On the way out the trail was cleared of some of the brush that had grown up. Due to the
fact that time was running out we were not able to do a complete job of clearing out the brush
from Sullivan Field to the road. Also over this part of the section there is some pulp wood cutting
going on. The rest of the brush will be removed.
On the following weekend four of us went back to the Breakneck Ridge Campsite with the
express purpose of completing as much of the lean to as possible. We worked long and hard, 12
hours on Saturday, and now the lean-to is ready to be roofed. Also we constructed a temporary
fire place and put up signs nos. 160 and 161 at the Campsite.
At the present time Mr. Gardiner and I plan to go over the trail after finals for 3 to 5 days to
clean out the rest of the brush, mow the grass on the southern end of our section, and possibly
put a roof on the lean-to. How much we get done depends upon how long we can stay and how
many we can get to accompany us. I shall let you know what we accomplish on this trip which
will start on June 6.
cc:

Mr. Myron Avery, Chairman, the Appalachian Trail Conference, 4541-45th Street, N.
Washington 16, D. C.

May 18, 1952. Myron Avery to Richard Du Wors.
Dear Lieutenant Du Wors:
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I am glad, indeed, to have your letter of May 14, 1952, in response to my inquiry about your
thesis.
While your major interest, perhaps, differs from mine, I am very sure that your "magnum opus"
will be of great value and indicate to me sources of approach.
The thesis arrived yesterday. I have checked through the bibliography and find items of which I
had not known. I think these will be of particular assistance.
I am also pleased that you thought to include a copy of your item on the wage system in the
Atlantic fisheries. The point of recovery by the crew members frequently came when naval
vessels were so unfortunate as to be in collision with Atlantic Coast fishermen.
I am obliged to go to New York for medical treatment and I leave here on the 19th.
Consequently, it may be a matter of two or three weeks before I shall have the opportunity to
commence study of your thesis. I am greatly indebted to you for your courtesy in permitting me
to see the copy here, which will save me time and labor which would otherwise be occasioned in
consulting a copy at the Harvard Library or some other depository. I assume that it will be your
vacation period before I have been able to complete my review. In the event that you would wish
it returned other than to Bucknell University, I assume that you will advise me of your summer
address. On further thought, I think that I had better leave it that I will write you when I have
finished its study and ask to what address I should send it. I am sure that I shall have some
comment on the data which you have developed.
Again, I wish to express my appreciation of your assistance in forwarding your copy. I shall
guard it well.
cc:

Professor Roy P. Fairfield
Miss Jean Stephenson

May 21, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Frank Bell, Explorer Scouts of Saco.
Dear Frank:
The folk said you wanted to take your Scouts on the Trail. Good! Shall be glad to go over a trip
with you when I come to Saco; shall be moving to the beach on June 15th.
Don’t know how hard you want them to work, but you are probably familiar with the fact that
the Trail in western Maine is bisected at 8 to 15 mile intervals, and there are lean-tos about every
10 miles. I would suggest that you might consider working from Grafton Notch to the top of
Saddleback (and back to Highway 4). This is a distance of about 50 miles; there are five leantos
in this distance. You are within striking distance of provisions at a couple of points and could
arrange it so you’d not have to pack too much. The Bigelow Range is also interesting, tho it does
present a problem when it comes to provisions for a large number.
Is this enough for the time being? If not, drop me a card and 1I’ll try to answer your questions.
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I shall bring maps and Trail data with me in June, and we’ll arrange to get together.
May 22, 1952. Ford Marden, Hillside, Maine, to President, Bates Outing Club, Bates
College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Sir:
On a recent fishing trip to C Pond, West of Andover, Maine, I was one of several local fishermen
who took notice of a Camp Keewadin on the Pond with trail signs initialed " B.O.C." which we
assumed stood for Bates Outing Club.
If we are correct in assuming that your Club owns this camp, we have a proposition to make you.
Several times each year we go to C Pond fishing. We go up the Swift Cambridge with tents and
all the gear necessary. If we could use your camp, it would make our load of duffle much lighter.
There are several men in our group who are handy with tools and in exchange for the use of your
camp we propose to take in enough rolls of roofing to repair the camp roof. It is my honest
opinion that, if substantial repairs are not soon made on the roof, at least to the ell, the camp will
before long be unsuitable for use.
Should our offer interest you, please let me know. We are prepared to offer you assurance that
your property would not be abused. Of course it is understood that any group from Bates Outing
Club planning to use the Camp would have priority on any conflicting date.
May 22, 1952. John M. Schwarz, 130 Eastern Promenade, Portland, Maine, to
[Appalachian Trail Conference?] [Hand-written]
Dear Sirs,
I am happy to be able to contribute this small bit towards the Appalachian Trail Conference.
With the cost of living so high, I wish that my check could be a little fatter; in years to come
perhaps. I am sure that late this Summer I will be able to contribute some of my brawn towards
trail maintenance. Portland is nicely located in regards to climbing, and as soon as the
opportunity presents itself, I will be off into the Mahoosucs, climbing in a region delightful and
rewarding beyond words, to any hiker.
While attending the Portland School of Fine and Applied Art, these next few years will see me in
the mountains of Western Maine in all seasons and I count this as a milestone reached in my
struggle these past years for a geographical position, one where I can be close to the peaceful
mountains of New England.
Seen from the Western Promenade here in Portland, the White Mountains still “white”; a grand
sight.
{$5.00}
May 27, 1952. J. C. Swimmer, National Titanium Company, to Bates Outing Club, 23
Russell House, Lewiston, Maine.
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Gentlemen:
We now have in a northeastern public warehouse for immediate disposition 145 gallons of our
Genuine Exterior White Paint in five gallon steel pails and 120 gallons in ones, packed four in a
carton. We will accept $2.75 per gallon delivered in either ones or fives.
This paint is the same high quality you received before. It is expensively formulated, carries our
"Nitrosol" label and is fully guaranteed for many years outdoor exposure on every type surface.
Material covers 600 sq. ft. per gallon SOLID in one coat.
The enclosed specifications completely describe this product as to coverage, quality, uses,
performance and packaging. Paint is three months old, in perfect condition, will NEVER cake in
the can and is not war surplus.
So sincere are we in making this offer we will extend six months credit terms. You may take all
or any part of this lot. Because this paint is equal in durability to nationally sold products at twice
the price, we suggest you take as much of this quantity as you can.
May 28, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Ford Marden, Hillside, Maine.
Dear Mr. Marden:
With reference to your letter of May 22 to the president of the Bates College Outing Club, of
which I am the Faculty Adviser:
The camp to which you refer does not belong to the Outing Club; in fact I do not know who does
own it. But, Mr. George Learned, Andover, Maine, once owned a share of it and has continued to
maintain an active interest in it. I am sure he would put you in touch with the owners. They
might well be interested in your proposition.
May 29, 1952. A.D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your request of May 26, I am sending you under separate cover a copy of our 1952
Directory and Manual.
I trust things are going well with you.
May 30, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Naturally, our thoughts turn today toward Skyland on the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. We
hope that you will be able to be there to share in the fruition of all of your many years of service
and leadership in the Appalachian Trail Conference.
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Yesterday I received your copy of Dr. William C. Primes’ “I Go A-Fishing”, and I was
especially pleased to receive it because to date I hadn’t been able to find any of his writings. I
read the first chapter last evening before going to bed. Earlier this week I read Holman Francis
Day’s “King Spruce”.
Two months from now I will be starting up the trail from Moxie Pond. I have had answers from
all my letters to the sporting camps along the trail except from Troutdale and Rainbow. Schoppe
told me that the Richards were in at Rainbow. Keith Skillin said there was still snow along the
trail between the Boardmans. I forgot Clif Kealiher hasn’t answered yet either. Two letters about
Northeast Airlines air taxi service have failed to bring any answer to date.
Last Sunday Mr. Arthur Dewcer [sp.?] of Philadelphia called me on the telephone from Boston.
You may remember him as the tall elderly Quaker gentleman who was at York’s the year you
and Seymour Smith and Jim Swain were there. Mr. Dewcer began coming to York’s with Arthur
Guiterman, the poet, and their wives. In those days you walked down the West Branch from
Ripogenus to the Sourdnahunk Falls, and then up the stream, and in to camp. He plans to go back
to York’s the middle of July this year.
Thanks again for the loan of the book, and with best wishes for your health and the conference.
May 30, 1952
REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE APPALACHIAN TltAIL CONFERENCE
CAPTAIN MYRON H. AVERY. USNR (RET.)
It is, perhaps, of particular significance that my final report of stewardship as Chairman of The
Appalachian Trail Conference should be presented here at Skyland in the Shenandoah National
Park and in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. This region has had a unique association with
The Appalachian Trail. There was held here in May, 1930, the Fourth Session or Meeting of the
groups whose enthusiasm was then being aroused to undertake the completion of this 2,000-mile
Trail; two years earlier these groups had met in Washington. These early sessions of the
Conference coincided with the commencement of activity by the Potomac Appalachian Trail
Club of Washington, which was to contribute so much to the development and ultimate
completion of the overall project. When the Seventh Appalachian Trail Conference assembled at
Skyland in May, 1935, the Shenandoah National Park had come into being and the present-day
graded trail was superseding the original Trail route, marked and maintained through the Park
area with so much labor and effort by pioneers of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
My stewardship covers a large portion of the active history of The Appalachian Trail. I became
Chairman at the meeting in 1931, held in the Smoky Mountains National Park. Previously, I had
acted, informally as Chairman, for about a year subsequent to the disability of Arthur Perkins, of
Hartford, Connecticut, known as the individual who resurrected the Trail project when it had
become moribund and had degenerated into a fireside philosophy.
There is much which one might say as the result of some two decades of contact with this unique
volunteer project. My final report, I promise, will not, however, approximate the Trail in length.
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There is set forth, in detail, in The Appalachian Trail Conference publication, "The Appalachian
Trail", the story of its development, the techniques evolved [sic] and the essentials to maintain
this Trail to creditable standards so that its traverse is a matter of pleasure rather than an
endurance contest against uncut growth with a bewildering uncertainty as to the route.
The present-day generation of Trail workers, with the ease of access to the mountains and the
now available Guidebooks and maps, will find it difficult to appreciate that The Appalachian
Trail route, two decades ago, was an unknown and largely unmapped area. Then, even this nowfamiliar region was an area inviting exploration, with an enshrouding atmosphere of legend and
mystery. It was only a year previous to my becoming Chairman that the unknown Southern
Appalachian Mountains were sufficiently charted to ascertain that they terminated at the presentday Mt. Oglethorpe. It was a major accomplishment to determine the ultimate route of The
Appalachian Trail when, today, with our knowledge of the area, there can seem little divergence
of opinion as to the true crest line of the Appalachian Range.
Resisting stoutly any tendency to reminisce and talk of the beginnings of The Appalachian Trail
Conference, I turn back no farther than our last session held in 1948. The Trail then had suffered
grievous interruption by hurricane and by the building of the Blue Ridge Parkway. Our 1948
program stressed two major factors. First was the elimination of the interruption in the Trail in
the Pedlar District of the George Washington National Forest, some 100 miles south of Skyland,
and, secondly, the need to complete the cycle of Appalachian Trail literature. We pay, once
again, tribute to the U. S. Forest Service and the National Park Service for their effective
cooperation, which has eliminated this man-created gap in the through Trail route. The story of
the final closing of the gap is told in the January, 1952, issue of Appalachian Trailwav News.
The Appalachian Trail project, we found at an early date, was not a matter of a bare trail route
without accessories of any character. Manuals on trail construction, light-weight camping
technique, lean-tos, and other facilities, as well as Guidebooks, were required. For over threequarters of a century, commencing in the White Mountains of New Hampshire, there has been
keen interest in amateur trail activity. Earlier Trail Conferences, such as the New England Trail
Conference and the New York-New Jersey Trail Conference, had issued literature on this order.
The Appalachian Trail Conference found it essential to continue and expand this "Literature of
the Trail". The termination of the war found existing many gaps in the Appalachian Trail
Conference cycle of literature. Many publications required replacement. That task has now been
accomplished. The development of the A.T.C. "Publication Fund", as administered by ViceChairman Murray H. Stevens, has been of immeasurable assistance in attaining this goal. This
continuation of Trail literature in a current status does involve very considerable labor. We
consider that this Appalachian Trail literature, which you will have noted on exhibition here,
constitutes an invaluable and permanent record of the Trail technique evolved as well as being an
essential for Appalachian Trail Conference functioning.
I touch on another matter to eliminate any impression that the interesting days of exploration and
location for The Appalachian Trail are matters of the past and that there remains now only the
less interesting aspect of routine maintenance. A vast land has been opened up for travel on foot.
But all is not yet known. The relocation, which will constitute a project for the years to come,
through the Jefferson National Forest of southwestern Virginia, which will be described by ViceHistory of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page
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Chairman James Denton, assures trail devotees of extraordinary opportunity for exploration and
travel in unfrequented lands. Let there be no concern on the score that exploration and discovery
have ended.
And now, in completing my tasks-—or, I should say, pleasures— extending over some two
decades, I should record my conception of the future of The Appalachian Trail. I view it not as a
matter of the temporary maintenance of an unusually located footpath, unique by reason of the
fact that it is practically endless. The Appalachian Trail does derive much of its strength and
appeal from its uninterrupted and practically endless character. This is an attribute which must be
preserved. I view the existence of this pathway and the opportunity to travel it, day after day
without interruption, as a distinct aspect of our American life. This type of travel for our
American youth presents very definite opportunities for a needed training. Mainly, it develops
the ability to care for one's self in travel through the forests, which is of extraordinary benefit.
The value of this training and development of individual resourcefulness will increase as areas,
once wooded, give way to towns and cities. Threats of a permanent interruption in the through
Trail route are, unfortunately, very real. They will become progressively more dangerous. Our
planning and thought for the future will give full consideration to these threats. There are areas
where, such as in the narrow Virginia Blue Ridge, the possible route of a through Trail is very
definitely restricted. We had thought that such ridge crest areas were comparatively immune
from invasion and development. However, economic progress, new techniques, such as the
present-day use of graveled roads to all lumber operations and bull-dozed roads for winter
hauling in the woods of Maine, will create serious problems in the way of an ability to maintain a
connected through Trail route. Hitherto, these problems have been acute mainly in the
metropolitan area of New York. Now, after some two decades, for the first time, we experience
trail blocks on the crest of the narrow Blue Ridge. New developments in the way of access roads
for timber or radio stations, building techniques in areas hitherto considered inaccessible, point
to an intensifying of this problem when peace shall come once again to these troubled lands.
The Appalachian Trail, long ago, developed its program for the protection of the Trailway,
which, as an ideal solution, may be impossible of actual accomplishment. Approximately onehalf of the Trail lies in the publicly-owned lands where the Trailway Agreement with the
National Park Service and U. S. Forest Service assures the perpetuation of the route. The
problem lies in the connecting units of privately-owned land, much of which will soon become
subject to intense development. Protest against Federal or State domination is, of course, a
popular theme these days. However, the unexpected penetration and development of areas in
private ownership, when fully realized, will serve to fortify our conclusion that some form of
public protection must be extended to the Trail system if it is to survive as a through, continuous
recreational unit. The problem is very real. Its solution and an ability to make effective that
desired solution present to our successors an issue and labor in comparison with which the
efforts of the past two decades are indeed minute.
Development and increase of population may, we must recognize, possibly produce the
unavoidable result that, in lieu of a continuous uninterrupted Trail, we shall have to content
ourselves with disconnected segments of an extensive length. We enter now in Appalachian Trail
history, the stage where emphasis and attention must be focused on the benefits resulting from
this opportunity to travel the forests of the eastern United States, as our forefathers knew them.
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While this theme is far from pleasant, I would be remiss, indeed, if I failed to note the inevitable
extraordinarily rapid change to be anticipated in the character of the private lands through which
the Trail route passes.
Many years ago, a member of the New England Trail Conference published a pamphlet, entitled
"Beauty in Trails". That is the final concept which I would leave with you. A trail and its
markings do not constitute any intrusion upon naturalness of the forest wilderness. Trails should
be marked and maintained in a manner to eliminate the necessity of labor and uncertainty in
finding one's route. They should be an open course; a joy for travel. In that manner, without
feeling concern for route finding, the traveler will derive full benefit from his surroundings. This
is what we have sought to accomplish in our constant and unending emphasis on the indicated
standards of Appalachian Trail marking and maintenance. It was that thought which inspired the
once much-quoted definition of The Appalachian Trail:
"Remote for detachment, narrow for chosen company, winding for leisure, lonely for
contemplation, it beckons not merely north and south but upward to the body, mind
and soul of man."
And so, in closing this report of two decades of stewardship, I leave with you this objective for
your labors, travel and pleasure along The Appalachian Trail.
June 5, 1952. Myron Avery to George H. Winter, St. Regis Paper Company, Bucksport,
Maine.
Dear George:
I am leaving about July 1 for Lubec and expect to spend several months in that vicinity.
I am anxious to pick up where I left off on my exploration trips into the interior of Washington
County. I have at Lubec the map on which you marked the roads constructed by your company.
This was as of the time when I climbed Washington Bald but did not follow through on the St.
Regis Road to Third Machias Lake because of uncertainty as to the situation.
I would like to know whether St. Regis lumbered in the area during the last two years and
whether there was any additional roadwork or whether my 1949 edition is still current.
You probably know that the Forest Service now has a fire station on Barren Mountain. The
situation there was too difficult for us and we are detouring the north side of Barren until the
spruce comes back sufficiently to permit us to return the Trail to the ridge crest. I have seen the
advance copies of the U. S. G. S. maps which cover the range.
I shall certainly hope that, in traveling in Eastern Maine, I shall see you at Bucksport. I will,
however, be greatly obliged if you will tell me of any recent alterations in Washington County
— as far as St. Regis is concerned.
June 8, 1952. [Roy Fairfield] to Myron Avery.
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Dear Myron,
I‘m glad you have been able to get in touch with Dick DuWors; hope you get some insight from
his thesis.
Should have written long since to tell you about our work trip of May 18. Twenty-two students
and I, eating our usual early morning breakfast and taking off for the hills at dawn, concentrated
upon Saddleback. Breaking into two parties at Sandy River Pond, we did about 7 1/2 miles from
Highway 4 to timber line. One group worked from the highway to Piazza Rock lean-to, putting it
into first-class condition. I led a group from Piazza Rock up the mountain. The going was not too
bad until we reached Ethel Pond. Then, of all the snow…! At times we were wading up to our
waists. Most of the time the banks in the trail were hard enough to hold us, but when we broke
through.... I don’t know when I have put in such a tough day on the trail before. We couldn’t turn
back and hope to attack the project on another day, because final exams came early this year. So
we slipped and slid up to Eddy, what a shambles the lumber companies have made of the place.
The entire southeast bank of the pond has been stripped, with only forty or fifty feet of
evergreens being left on the immediate bank. I’ll enclose a sketch showing what has happened.
We have painted the area thoroughly so nobody can get lost. We’ll be in for many a headache
where the wide-open spaces now appear.
We had hoped to get to the fire tower, but there was too much snow. We got within about a half
mile of the timber line, putting the trail into first-class condition. In the Fall we are going to run
an all-college mountain climb up Saddleback to make the students conscious of the A.T. and our
work on it; at that time we’ll refresh the painting across the top. With such a heavy winter up in
that neck of the woods and such a short working season, we’re really up against it. Come another
summer, I hope that my work will be such that I can patch up these trouble spots when nature
gets difficult. As it is, I shall be driving like mad down the last leg of the final lap, studying for
my final exams which come up toward the end of August. The thesis is in...at last, so the matter
of hurdles is diminished.
Hoping you are recovering rapidly and that we shall see you in the not-too-distant future…
June 12, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Thanks for the page from the Argosy Book Stores catalogue. I sent for Agnes C. Laut’s “Lords
of the North”. There were several items on that page that appealed to me, but which at least for
now, I must do without. I haven’t finished with your copy of Dr. William E. Prime’s “I Go A
Fishing” yet, but I am enjoying the opportunity to savor his style.
I hope that no news is good news as regards your health, and that you will be able to get away
from Washington this summer. The blue water, the salt air, and the sunshine, the warm days and
the cool nights of Lubec ought to be both pleasant and beneficial.
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So far I haven’t had any reply to my letters to Troutdale, West Branch Pond, and Rainbow Lake
Camps. Schoppe told me that the Richards were in at Rainbow so I am not concerned about
them. Having met Clif Kealiher last year, I feel acquainted with him and with his camps.
Troutdale and Moxie Pond are new to me, and so I would particularly appreciate a word from
them. I had a nice letter from Earl Perham at Chairback Mt. Camps.
I have been looking into the cost of flying into Moxie Pond. Northeast Airlines quoted me a price
of $77 for a two engine Gruman Widgeon four seater from Portland. There is the possibility of
chartering a single engine SeaBee from Skyharbor Flying Service out of Lewiston. This should
bring the rate down 50 or 55 dollars—still too high. I have written them for rates etc. Then I
could fly Northeastern to Bangor and land taxi to Moosehead Lake. The charge for the latter
being only $8 because the flight is scheduled rather than chartered. There is a flying service out
of Greenville, and as I remember their rates were reasonable and of course Moxie would be a
short hop. Last summer I paid $25 to fly in a single engine two seater hydro plane from North
Brewer to 1st West Branch Pond. Naturally I want to save time, but the first two propositions are
too expensive for me. The 3rd is perhaps as cheap as can be expected.
Memorial Day I had to go to the cemetery in Newton, Massachusetts and there I saw the grave of
a former president of the Great Northern Paper Company named Schenck (?). I am not sure that I
have spelled his name correctly. In the course of conversation my sister, who was with me, told
me that the present president lives in Beverly. I remember his father well, but the son I don’t
know. (Billie MacKay).
Latest word from friends in at York’s for the spring fishing was that there was plenty of snow on
Katahdin and water in Sourdnahunk Stream so presumably the Toll Dam is still holding. A
couple of months more and I’ll be there! Meanwhile thanks and good luck.
June 13, 1952. Richard E. Du Wors, Chairman, Dept. of Sociology, Bucknell University,
Lewisburg, Penn., to Myron Avery.
{Wrote Myron 7/9 to wish him well, ask him about a Maine Journal of History, tell him about
my chat at the Boy Scouts.}
{Why no Journal of Maine History?}
Dear Captain Avery:
I am glad the thesis was of use to you. Just today I learned that graduate students at Yale and
NYU are taking up the approach. History, economics, and sociology have lacked a framework
for studying local history. I assume now that some of the bright lads at those schools will take
this approach up and really make something out of it.
The same letter telling me about NYU and Yale also raised a question you had asked. Has the
study been published? The answer is no. And that for a good New England reason — lack of
funds. It would cost, unless I am luckier in the future than I have been in the past, one thousand
to fifteen hundred dollars. That would be paid back if the work caught on in community courses.
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I had not been too sanguine until today when I learned that not only NYU and Yale, but
Columbia and Kentucky faculty people were interested. Now I shall see if one of their presses
will handle it. Dr. E. deS. Brunner of Columbia is one of the most influential students of the
community in the United States. And one of the oldest. Perhaps he can help since he is also
interested.
I am aware of changes in the sardine industry. The situation I described lasted about ten years. (I
have to check the records from 1924 - 1952. I am still looking for the chance to do so. That also
takes funds.)
You may indeed copy any part of the work for your use. I believe such work should be used
cooperatively by students of these things.
On the union. Your observation on absentee ownership and unionization is interesting. But I
think also that you will find at least some AFofL unions (machinists) have been in the can plant
for thirty or forty years or longer. I think other factors may enter into any present unionizing
movement. But that is a tricky question and I would want to make a careful investigation of it.
Ackerman, the geographer, went off half-cocked on that one.
The chief bibliographical items in Leven's honors (Harvard senior) thesis not covered in mine are
the records of the Baptist church. He dug them up on his own. Otherwise everything he used
came from my files. He also used postal money orders and receipts to show one effect of
Quoddy. I still have those records. I'll have my secretary copy his thesis and send it to you. (*) I
have but the one. Another copy should be on file in the Department of Social Relations at
Harvard.
The Maritime history was a University of Maine work, if my memory is correct and, according
to the grapevine was done because of the interest of F.D.R. in the subject. It should be on file at
Maine.
Well, thanks again for the kind words about the study. It may please you to know that because of
your letter and one five days later, I am now going to work at getting the study published.
(*) This may take some time. We have a tremendous amount of work on hand.
June 20, 1952. Ford Marden, Hillside, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thank you for your help in trying to locate the owner of the camp on C Pond. I am writing Mr.
Learned in the same vein I wrote you.
June 23, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Leroy D. Cross, 103 Sills Hall, Bowdoin College,
Brunswick, Maine.
Dear Mr. Cross:
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I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter of June 4th, which I found awaiting me on my
return to Washington.
Under separate cover I am forwarding to you a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, for the Bowdoin Outing Club and enclose the bill herewith, I think there is
still time for it to he paid within your current fiscal year.
I am glad to have the name of the faculty advisor of the Bowdoin Outing Club, and also to know
that that club is beginning to take an interest in The Appalachian Trail. As you no doubt know,
the Bates College Outing Club has for many years maintained a 40-mile section of the Trail in
western Maine, and the University of Maine Outing Club keeps up a 16-mile section just east of
Moxie Pond. I am under the impression that Prof. Fairfield, faculty director of the B.O.C., who is
also one of the Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has several times tried to interest
the Bowdoin men in cooperating in this most unusual amateur recreational project, but without
success.
Your request through me for the Guidebook to The Appalachian Trail in Maine has its amusing
aspects! It certainly is a case of a prophet not being without honor save in his own country. The
Appalachian Trail was initially the thought of someone else, but there would never have been
any actual Trail in being had it not been for one of Bowdoin’s alumni! While many persons have
worked and helped, everyone frankly acknowledges that had it not been for the vision, executive
ability, far-sighted planning, diplomacy and hard work on the part of Myron E. Avery, of Lubec,
Maine, and Bowdoin College, there would have been no Trail. In recreational circles all over the
country, among outdoor organizations and writers, among those who turn to the woods for
recreation, he is known as the authority on trails, on the eastern mountains and on Katahdin and
The Appalachian Trail in particular, so it is somewhat ironical that his own college is unaware of
it.
As far as that is concerned, it would appear that Bowdoin has overlooked the fact that Capt.
Avery is one of its most distinguished living alumni. Not only does he have an outstanding
reputation in connection with his Trail activities, but he achieved an outstanding reputation in his
professional field, that of Admiralty Law. Incidentally, for his unusual services in this
connection, as a Captain of the U.S. Naval Reserve, he received the award of Legion of Merit.
He has written extensively in several fields and also has formed an extensive collection of
materials with reference to the Katahdin area, which is destined for the Maine State Library.
Furthermore, his eldest son, Robert H. Avery, graduated from Bowdoin a year ago, and his
second son is now a student there.
I realize, of course, that Bowdoin is a fairly large college, but it certainly seems odd that
everywhere I go in Maine I have only to mention Captain Avery’s name for people to know of
him, yet the Outing Club of his own College did not connect the Myron H. Avery of
Appalachian Trail and other fame, with the Myron H. Avery on their own alumni lists!
I know both Bates and U. of Maine friends have rallied [sic] him not too infrequently on the fact
that apparently he was the only Bowdoin man to carry on the old tradition of Maine, that her
sons were equally at home in the woods or in the capitals of the country, and I am sure that at
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times in the past he has endeavored to arouse some interest at Bowdoin. Possibly, though, since
the war he has been so occupied with other matters that he has not personally made contacts with
the present generation of students or rather of the Outing Club in this connection. I trust that their
interest in having a copy of the GUIDE indicates that some of them are thinking of woodsmanship as an addition to the organized or spectator sports generally making up an outing club
program.
If you, as Faculty Advisor, have in mind aiding this movement, you may be interested to know
we have a fine motion picture reel showing work trips and a Kodachrome slide collection with an
accompanying “lecture” which might serve to arouse some more interest. Prof. Roy P. Fairfield,
of Bates College, who is quite a veteran of Trail Maintenance trips, will be very happy to talk
over things with you, I know. And, of course, I will be very glad to give you any further
information you may wish. I am, however, in and out of town, so may not reply very promptly.
Copy to:
Prof. Roy P. Fairfield,
23 Russell Hall,
Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine
June 23, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
The enclosed letter is almost self-explanatory.
I had a letter from Prof, Cross, sent to my home address, saying he was faculty advisor to the
Bowdoin College Outing Club; that the boys wanted a copy of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE; that he did not have the address of the Conference; that he
had a recollection that I was actively associated with the trail work; so was passing the matter on
to me, and would I please see that his request reached the proper place; and that they would like
the book before the end of the fiscal year, June 30.
We have had a good laugh over this down here. It is surely one on Bowdoin--they do not know
there that one of their own men "spark-plugged" the Trail! I couldn’t help rubbing it in a bit.
However, I thought it best to send the word on to you, as it may be they are getting interested
over there and if you have a chance you might want to make some contact with Prof. Cross. I
know he is a member of the Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston but I do not know anything
else about him, except I think he has recently taken over being faculty advisor to the Outing
Club.
You will be glad to hear that Myron seems to be getting along fairly well, although it will be
some months before he can do anything much, I fear. He left for Maine a few days ago - and will
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be in Lubec this summer. He has completely retired from his professional work, since the doctors
felt that his overwork there was responsible for his illness and he can’t resume it for least a year.
June 25, 1952. Leroy C. Cross, Bowdoin College, to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Professor Fairfield:
I am enclosing a copy of my reply to Miss Stephenson's rather belligerent letter about Captain
Avery. What a tempest in a teapot!
I suppose I should have ignored it, but it seemed best to correct such a gross misunderstanding. It
is perfectly true that the undergraduates here are not aware of Captain Avery's accomplishments,
but the faculty and administration are thoroughly familiar with them and are proud of him.
I doubt if it will be possible to develop much interest here in the Trail Activities, but I should be
very glad to talk the matter over with you at any time or to correspond with you on the subject. I
happen to be particularly interested in the literature of mountaineering in general and have a
modest collection on the subject and would be glad to discuss this with you if you like.
June 25, 1952. Leroy D. Cross, 103 Sills Hall, Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, to Jean
Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am sorry that ay innocuous request for a copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE for the Bowdoin Outing Club brought down such undeserved condemnation
upon my luckless head. Naturally I did not wish to write Captain Avery directly in such a routine
matter as the purchase of a copy of the Guide! It seems advisable to write you at once to correct a
misapprehension on your part. Like many Bowdoin men I am well aware of the unremitting
effort, patient endeavor, far-sighted planning and personal participation in trail work that Myron
H. Avery of Washington, D. C. has put in over all these years in the realization and development
of the Appalachian Trail. I can assure you that many of the faculty and alumni of Bowdoin who
are interested in this project can never be sufficiently grateful to him for all that he has done. I
confess it was remiss of me not to mention this self-evident fact in my letter to you, but I must
protest vigorously against your unwarranted assumption that "it is somewhat ironical that his
own college is unaware of it." Bowdoin has not overlooked the fact that Captain Avery is one of
its most distinguished living alumni. All the facts which you mention are well known to us,
particularly his activities with respect to the Katahdin area and the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
He has just completed a term of office as President of the Bowdoin Alumni Club in Washington
and the Alumni Office here is in close touch with his activities. I had the pleasure many years
ago, in company with friends in Brunswick, of hearing Captain Avery speak at Bates College on
the Appalachian Trail in Maine, illustrated by color pictures.
I do appreciate the spirit of loyalty to Captain Avery which prompted you to write me such a
detailed and militant letter about his career. I can well understand how disappointing it is that a
man who has done so much for the state and for mountain climbers has not had a wider
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

118

recognition outside of his own circle of friends and fellow enthusiasts. That there may be no
misunderstanding may I reiterate that I appreciate all that Captain Avery has done, Bowdoin
College appreciates it, and I believe a large segment of the people of Maine appreciate it.
Our Outing Club here is not a major activity of the College as are similar organizations at Bates,
Dartmouth, etc., we operate with a very small budget and there does not appear to be any
prospect of enlarging its scope at present. Thank you for the information about your motion
picture reel and Kodachrone slide collections. I shall let you know later if we can make any use
of them here. I shall be glad to talk things over with Professor Fairfield at any time. Years ago
before I became adviser to the Outing Club I wrote the adviser of the Bates Outing Club (I think
it was Professor Sawyer) an enthusiastic letter about our common interest in the mountains but I
received no reply.
Thank you for sending along the Guide Book. As soon as it is received I shall approve the bill
and send it to the Bursar’s Office for payment.
(Copy to Professor Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell Hall, Bates College Lewiston, Maine)
June 25, 1952. Marion Park to John M. Schwarz 130 Eastern Promenade Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Schwarz:
I am sorry for the belated acknowledgment and thanks for your contribution towards the work of
The Appalachian Trail Conference. It came when we were in the midst of getting ready for the
triennial meeting of The Appalachian Trail Conference and there were so many things to be done
that your letter was not acknowledged.
We very much appreciate the contribution as well as your offer of "brawn" which we may be
able to use to good advantage somewhere in Maine.
I am sending your letter, together with a copy of this note, to Captain Myron H. Avery, President
of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and he will get in touch with you for work as he thinks
best.
June 27, 1952. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
I missed out, last year, on my usual trip to the Maine woods. I was told, however, that the new
lean-to was a fine job. I hope that the fishermen are staying away from it and that your troubles
with the old campsite at Rainbow Lake Dam are a thing of the past.
I am on my way to my home at Lubec, Maine, where I plan to spend the summer. I have not
recovered from my disabilities to the extent that I can do any trail work but I want to spend some
time in the woods.
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My 20-year old son will be with us during July. While I prefer August and September, it seems
as if my son's situation means that our visit to the woods would have to be in July. He is
interested in fishing and there is plenty of variety for him at Rainbow. Mrs. Avery would be with
us and we would fly in from Millinocket for about a week's stay.
I thought I would write and tell you what I had in mind and ask you to let me know, as far as you
can now tell - if there is any week in July when you will be crowded. I would prefer to be in
when things are quiet and few people around.
After hearing from you, we would, of course, make a definite reservation before coming in.
I shall hope to see you and Mrs. Richards this summer.
Enclosure - Addressed Envelope for reply
June 27, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Leroy Cross, Bowdoin College.
Dear Professor Cross:
Your letters came somewhat as a surprise, for I was unaware that Miss Stephenson had "taken
you over the coals!" I wonder what precipitated her letter; tho somewhat excitable and often
overenthusiastic she usually employs tact. I think I should have reacted as you did.
I should be delighted to talk to you about Outing Club or Appalachian Trail affairs. Possibly we
can get together sometime early in the fall before the heat of college life has us all out straight. I
realize that the Bowdoin Outing Club affairs are somewhat restricted, David Sawyer (Dr.
Sawyer’s son) told me about them when he was at Bowdoin shortly after the war; then Bill
Copperthwaite has been at various Intercollegiate Outing Club Association affairs to participate
in discussion of mutual problems. I have always hoped that we might sometime run a joint work
trip to the Appalachian Trail, possibly to some section which needed attention but which was not
our immediate responsibility. Going to "neutral" ground, I thought, would equalize the footing.
As you know, we maintain about 41 miles of trail, and that takes much of our attention,
especially since our labor has to be completed during the months of May and October. Perhaps
we can discuss a joint trip in September.
I’m sorry our "meeting" has resulted from such an unpleasant set of circumstances, but let us
hope that the old saying that "all is not loss without some gain" may hold In this case, A pleasant
summer to you.
July 1, 1952. H. W. Richards, Rainbow Lake Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Very glad to hear from you, and that you are back on your feet again. The Mrs. and I would sure
enjoy having you folks spend a week here in camp with us. With the exception of this first week,
anytime during the rest of the month will be O.K. to come. We’ll try and arrange to have one of
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the Cabins with bath as they are most comfortable. Your son should make out O.K. on the
fishing as they bite good all summer.
We are looking forward to seeing you again and meeting Mrs. Avery and your son.
July 3, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Last Monday I mailed your copy of Dr. William C. Primer’s “I Go A Fishing” back to you.
Thank you for an opportunity to make the acquaintance of so interesting a writer and one new to
me. I enjoyed the book immensely. I haven’t had time to do more than start “Lords of the North”
by Agnes Laut. I have sent to the Argosy Book Store for Holman F. Day’s “Up in Maine”, and
Fannie Hardy Eckstorm’s “Minstrelsy of Maine Woods and Coast”, and C. E. Jackson’s “2nd
Annual Report of the Geology of Maine Public Lands”. I wanted to get the Bangor and
Aroostook Raiload’s 1902 year book. I have the 1903 and 1904 books, but one has to draw the
line somewhere. I have been reading a potpourri of Thoreau, Burroughs, Muir, Bradford Torrey,
Dillon Love Sharp, and Olive Thorne Miller called “In American Fields and Forests”. So much
for reading now to the woods for some personal observation.
I have written for reservations on the 9:25 a.m. flight from Boston to Bangor Friday the 1st of
August, due in Bangor at 11:34 a.m. Auto taxi to Old Town Maine from Dow Field Bangor, and
thence via air taxi to Greenville, a 30 minute flight. If the Troutdale people will meet me in
Greenville O.K., if not, I may fly from Moosehead Lake to Moxie Pond. I have written to
Troutdale twice. It took six weeks or more to get an answer to my first letter. No answer yet to
my letters to West Branch Pond or Rainbow Lake Camps. I sent the corrected guide book proof
sheet for this section from the Kennebec to Troutdale south to north to Lawson Reeves and Louis
Chorzempa since they are to cover that section.
I plan to stop overnight at Troutdale, Chairback Mountain, West Branch Ponds, Yoke Ponds,
Buckhorn Lodge, Nahmakanta Lake, and Rainbow Lake Camps before getting through to
York’s. If there are signs there (at these several camps) I will take care of them. I hope to make
York’s inside of two weeks so as to have my 3rd week at York’s. If you have any last minute
instructions you can either send them to my home address so as to reach me prior to July 31st or
to the nearest camp after that.
I hope that you are regaining, or have regained, your former good health and that you will go if
you haven’t already gone, to Lubec, and so escape the Washington heat and humidity. I shall be
thinking of you as I work east and north up the trail from Moxie Pond to Daicy Pond and will
write when I can.
P.S. I have been curious about the origin of the name Moxie, and I find that the creeping
snowberry is also called the moxie berry. Whether there is any connection or not I don’t know,
and how about Frank Archer’s popular soft drink called Moxie?
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{Marginal note on this letter: Myron: This man returned a book to you. I opened to see if I
should send on—It was yours anyway.}
July 7, 1952. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I am now in Lubec. Mrs. Avery and my younger son drove down. I came by plane and train. I am
glad to miss the Washington heat. I was in Boston in the 100-degree temperature.
The coolness, freedom from responsibilities and contacts, etc., down here are good medicine.
I plan to go over to Nova Scotia sometime to continue historical research on Eastern Maine
history. I am going to one of the quiet camps in July for a week with Hal to give him a chance to
fish. After Labor Day, I hope to go to Daicey. (I have not written Yorks yet.)
I have one thought on what you may send in by way of reports. I think it would expedite matters
if you sent your handwritten reports direct to Assistant Secretary Thekla Stephan. Her address is:
1228 Eye Street, N. W., Apt. 1001, Washington 5, D. C.
I will arrange with her to copy and distribute them. She will know exactly where I am and I think
we will get them into the hands of the various people earlier through that method. I would be
sending her the originals anyway for copying. She would send copies to Miss Stephenson, Clair
Sawtelle, Louis Chorzempa, Miss Park, original and two carbons to me, and one to you. Any
material you have to return should be held until September.
Miss Stephenson was going to write you about taking the bus from the railroad to Caratunk
(Sterling’s Hotel) as a quick inexpensive way of getting in. Sounds good to me. Think you
wouldn’t lose any time either and it would save money.
If all goes well, next year I shall be able to re-travel the A. T. in Maine.
I appreciate what you are doing and regret that apparently this year our trails will not cross in
Maine.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Thekla Stephan

July 8, 1952. Myron Avery to John W. Schwarz, Portland, Maine. [This is the last letter
written by Myron Avery that is in the State Library files.]
Dear Mr. Schwarz:
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I have received a copy of Appalachian Trail Conference Secretary Park’s letter to you of June
30th. It was forwarded to Lubec where I am spending the summer.
I am pleased to know of your interest in The Appalachian Trail in Maine and the possibility of
your engaging in some trail work. We shall see that you are notified of the next meeting of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which will probably be this fall or next spring. I think you will
wish to affiliate with the Club.
You write that your situation as to available work dates is uncertain. Under such circumstances,
it seems to me that the best procedure would be for you to communicate with Assistant
Supervisor of Trails for western Maine, Louis Chorzempa (Box 64, Dryden, Maine), when you
would be available for any work. Mr. Chorzempa could then indicate to you if he has any trip
planned for the dates involved. I should warn you that Mr. Chorzempa and his associates work
very hard on these trips and accomplish much. However, after climbing in the Mahoosucs, as
you plan, you should be in good shape and able to match their energies.
If you should wish to do anything east of Blanchard, I suggest you write me directly at Lubec.
I am having some Maine Appalachian Trail Club literature sent to you.
Sent under separate cover:
M.A.T.C. Literature packet
Copies to:
Miss Jean Stephenson Publicity Director, M.A.T.C., 1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington D. C.
Mr. Clair Sawtelle M.A.T.C. Secretary 121 High Street Oakland, Maine
Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Assistant Supervisor of Trails (western Maine) Box 64 Dryden, Maine
Miss Marion Park, A.T.C. Secretary and Treasurer of M.A.T.C. 1228 Eye Street, N. W.
Washington 5, D. C.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 9, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Jean Stephenson told me that you’d gone to Lubec, so I thought I’d drop a note from one cove in
the Atlantic to another.
I have read your correspondence with Dick DuWos with great interest. I assume that his thesis
has been of some value to you. I sincerely hope that you are doing some work upon eastern
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Maine history. You know, I’ve been doing some serious thinking lately about the future of
Maine history, and I wonder if there isn’t a genuine need for a periodical (say a quarterly) here in
the state. I have no idea where the finances would come from, but I do believe that there are
enough brains in the state to make such a thing a going concern. Naturally, such a project should
come from the Maine Historical Society; possibly there are plans afoot of which I am unaware.
Sometime in the near future I want to talk to Mr. Davis of that society and Herb Brown at
Bowdoin about the possibility of such a periodical. Meanwhile, I’d appreciate any reaction you
might have to the idea.
I sincerely hope you are mending from your illness. It is possible that Maryllyn, Donna and I
may take a trip to Eastern Maine in later August (we’ve never been east of Bangor). If you are
feeling well, I should certainly like to chat with you for a while at that time.
The other day I spent three hours talking to a group of 10 Boy Scouts and their leaders. They are
going to take a seven-day trip from Grafton Notch to the top of Saddleback. I hope I helped them
avoid the pitfalls of such a trip.
The thesis is done. Am now studying for the final exams, which come up in the middle of
August.
July 11, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Thanks for your letter which reached me yesterday. It was good to learn that you were able to get
to Lubec, that you expect to get into Nova Scotia for historical research and into camp for Hal’s
fishing, and that in September you hope to get into Daicey Pond. I have great faith in the good
medicine of Maine’s woods and seaboard. The Maritimes are familiar to me too. Many a
pleasant memory is associated with the historical sites of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Cape
Breton. The museums at Louisburg and Beaucejour are especially rewarding.
The day before yesterday I received an interesting letter from Louis Chorzempa. He says “made
two work trips on Baldpate Mt. in June with Roy Cushman accompanying me on the 1st trip, and
Clifford Bradley on the second trip. There is still much clearing that needs to be done on this
section, which we hope to accomplish this summer. So far, we have painted the entire section,
put up metal markers, replaced 3 board signs, and cut out all the logs and blowdowns except for
a few old logs which are flat on the ground. The main job now is to finish cutting back the
bushes and widening the trail. About a mile of the trail from summit of East Peak is thru scrub
growth and over open ledges.” As you perhaps know, Cliff was a firewarden on Saddleback near
Rangeley and Roy has spent two summers on Old Speck fire tower. Lawson Reeves has been
“tied up” and they haven’t set a date yet for their Moxie Pond to Long Falls Dam Road yet. I
have reservation for a seat on the 9:25 a.m. flight out of Boston for Bangor Friday August 1st,
due in Bangor at 11:29 a.m. and for a flight from Old Town to Greenville as soon as I can
transfer from Dow Field to Old Town. I have written to Central Maine Flying Service, Bangor,
for a flight from Moosehead Lake to Troutdale, Moxie Pond. I had previously investigated the
bus service from Waterville to Caratunk, and given up that route.
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At this point I am planning to leave Troutdale Saturday Aug. 2nd with Moxie Bald Mt. Pond as
my goal for that day. Sunday Monson, Monday Bodfish Farm, Tuesday Long Pond, Wednesday
West Branch Ponds, Thursday Yoke Pond, Friday Antlers, Saturday Wadleigh Farmsite, Sunday
Rainbow and Monday the 11th Daicey. I am allowing a day or two for bad weather, extra work
or side trips. This will give me ten to twelve days at York’s if all goes well.
Don’t take time to answer this, conserve your energy, enjoy Maine and Nova Scotia and get
ready for next year.
I will follow your suggestion, of course, as regards trail reports and material to be returned. I’ll
keep you posted of my progress up the trail naturally.
P.S. Argosy Book Stores had sold the Day, Eckstorm, Jackson items prior to receiving my order,
so I sent for the Bangor & Aroostook R.R. “In Pine Tree Jungle”, 1902. Hope I get it.
July 11, 1952. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield. [From the Fairfield files. This is the last letter
from Avery that I have. He died in Nova Scotia on July 26.]
Dear Roy
I was pleased indeed to have your good letter of July 9th.
Mrs. Avery, Hal and I have been at Lubec for two weeks. I came by train; they by car. I was in
Boston (Mass. His. Soc.) the day of the 100- degree heat. Due to lack of physical condition I feel
the hot days this year. The cold days here are most welcome.
We should be delighted to see the Fairfield family here. Next week I plan to go to Nova Scotia
for ten days and in the fall to Halifax. Also to give Hal some fishing about the first week in
August, we may spend a week at Rainbow Lake. We may have a visitor in August for 10 days.
So keep us posted as to the time when you might come. The telphone is 16—ring 3. We would
want to be in a position to have you spend some time with us.
I have become more and more fascinated as I pick up the data on Eastern Maine. Kerr and
Brebner wrote the chapters, which end (for eastern Maine) at Fort Cumberland. The subsequent
chapters lie in the activities of the refugees at Machias and in Eastern Maine. I lack the
knowledge of sources and research methods. My patience seems more limited these days also.
But I hope to do something with this theme.
I note with much interest your thought of a publication for Maine history. I have seen so many of
these things rise, wane and die that I wonder if Maine would carry it on. My thought is that some
one of the Maine colleges should have a course in Maine and New England history and thereby
develop the research into these matters. I do not know too well the courses other than at Bowdoin
but I am astounded that none of these schools go in for it. I would like to stress the local aspect
of a course in local history--perhaps to equalize what the Canadians are doing. That, to my mind,
is the appalling inadequacy. I would hope that some school would offer the course and feature it.
Presumably there is not now any qualified individual. Davis’ work comes the closest to it.
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I shall hope to see you this summer when you have at last become an educated man and this
business of thesis and examinations is over. You will have to be tolerant of your degreeless
associates and those of us who have to continue to live in ignorance and awe of the PHDs.
As ever--with best regards
Myron
July 18, 1952. Ted Campbell, Trip Counselor, Pine Island Camp, Belgrade Lakes, Maine,
to Murray H. Stevens, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, 3804 Graystone
Avenue New York 63, N.Y.
Dear Sir:
Through the concern and aid of Dr. Fred Luehring of the University of Pennsylvania we have
decided to seek affiliation of Pine Island Camp with the Appalachian frail Conference. We are
most anxious to help in the maintaining of the Trail if it is at all possible. Pine Island is a camp of
approximately 65 boys, and we have been in existence for more than fifty years. We run an
informal program, spending much of the summer on short mountain and canoe trips. Much of the
climbing is done on the Appalachian Trail and its tributaries. We maintain a permanent campsite
on West Carry Pond, under the care of Mr. Elwyn Storey. For this reason we should like to look
into maintaining a section of the Trail in this area. We have talked with men from Camp
Devereaux, who have expressed a similar interest. In any case we should like to be considered
for membership in the Conference.
Dr. Luehring, in a recent letter to me, suggested that we take out at least an individual
membership for our Director or for a member of his staff. We wonder whether this would be the
wisest thing to do, or whether a group membership would be the better course of action,
We would be pleased to receive, in any case, an application form to be considered as
Appalachian Trail Conference members and as a Trail maintenance group. Would you please
send any such form or information to me as soon as possible, at the above address. Thank you
very much for your consideration of this letter,
July 27, 1952. Murray H. Stevens to Ted Campbell, Trip Counselor, Pine Island Camp.
Dear Mr. Campbell:
The Conference greatly appreciates not only your interest in the Trail but even more your desire
to assist in its maintenance. We find that the major portion of trail users either think that the A.T.
maintains itself or are perfectly willing to let some one else do the work.
I have forwarded your letter to Washington in order to have an application sent to you, and also
will have it referred to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for assignment of a section for
maintenance.
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1 received a letter from Dr. Luehring over a week ago and unfortunately left it on my desk. I say
unfortunately because we have a house keeper who, although an excellent cleaner, has a passion
for tucking things away in the most unlikely places, and with no memory of where she put them.
Mrs. Stevens and I have spent hours looking for his letter and another I received at the same
time, with no success. Will you please explain this to Dr. Luehring if you are in contact with him
as I do not wish him to think that I have ignored his correspondence.
I received a telegram last night telling of Myron Avery’s sudden death on the 25th while on a trip
to Canada. If you know Mr. Avery you will appreciate what a loss to the Conference his death
will cause.
We trust that Pine Island Camp and Camp Devereaux will soon be members of the A. T.
Conference,
July 27, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
We sent you a telegram telling of Myron's sudden passing, but I know you will want more
details, and as we have some now I hasten to write.
In May Myron saw some specialists in New York and they decided that the reason for his
successive illnesses this past year was purely nerve fatigue, brought on by overwork on his Navy
job during the war and since then, with the Korean trouble just the last straw. They insisted on a
complete stoppage of anything connected with it. So he retired and, following instructions, was
just relaxing, etc. He decided not to go to the Conference at the last minute, as he still was not
too strong and it would take too much strength to meet and greet 250 people, etc. But he
continued to improve. He was interested in early Maine history and spent much time on his
records of the area and in reading and research. In June he and the family went to Lubec, as you
know. On July 18, feeling quite well, he and Hal (his youngest boy) left for a 10-day motor trip
to Nova Scotia, something he had long wanted to do. Saturday morning they were standing on
the lawn of the hotel at Annapolis Royal, and Myron called Hal’s attention to something. As Hal
turned to look, he saw his father drop— and he was gone. Myron's sister died the same way,
thirteen years ago and she was only 37 and had never been ill a day in her life.
Hal called his mother in Lubec at once, of course, and she immediately called here. Due to
complication in bringing him across the border and the boat schedule the funeral will not be until
Wednesday. He will be buried in North Lubec, where the Averys have been buried since 1797.
Jeanette (Mrs. Avery) has asked that there be no flowers. Also, she suggested that none of his
many friends here etc. come, due to the difficulties of getting there, lack of stopping places, etc.
We all know Myron objected to "pomp and circumstance" and would want things quietly and
simply done. I am not going up, since I can be of more use in attending to things at this end. You
know, of course, if you wish to send a message, that the address is simply Lubec, Maine.
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I am saying nothing about the great loss this is to me or to the world. Myron was one of the finest
men I have ever known and I can hardly realize how it will be to be without him. He was so
much like my father and my younger brother who died years ago that he had gradually come to
take their place in my life. We had so many mutual and dove-tailing interests too. From the
personal side, his place can never be filled. But it is almost as bad from the standpoint of his
organizations and other interests. We have leaned so heavily on him in every way. Of course, he
had handed the Appalachian Trail Conference on to Murray Stevens, so that is organized to carry
on. He had expected to get the Maine A.T.C, in a little better organized condition this winter. I
think that things can stand as they are now for the next few months and then we can see what we
should do and who can do what, etc. I am planning to go to Maine in a couple of weeks, and will
see Helon Taylor the end of the month. Then I go to Nova Scotia but late in September I will be
coming back through Maine and will let you know. I can stop in Lewiston then and several of us
can get together and plan when to have a meeting and what we shall do about electing a new
president, etc. Myron was so glad to learn just before he left that the maps we had arranged for
for the guidebook were all O.K. and finished and that the new edition of the Katahdin Reprint
would be delivered any day. It had just been delivered and we were all gathered to check it in,
etc. when we got the telephone call about his passing. We will take care of that situation before I
leave here.
We wired all the directors of the M.A.T.C. since all were personal as well as official friends. I
will try to write Lawson the details. Will you please pass them on to Stanley Attwood and to
Prof. Sawyer? {[Fairfield note to Sawyer:] Will you please call Stan Attwood?} Marion and I
have several hundred letters to write and are constantly interrupted by telegrams and telephone
calls as the news spreads. Few people realized how wide-spread were Myron's contacts or how
he will be missed.
{Cut off [the P.S.] and comment re: a section of the trail about which I have to write a letter.}
PS. We recently heard from a Class D member of the Conference, Prof. F.W. Luerhring head of
the Physical Education Dept., Univ. of Penna., that Mr. Ted Campbell, Pine Island Camp,
Belgrade Lakes, Maine, wanted to have his group take over a section of A.T. in Maine to
maintain. Knowing Myron was ill, we told him to write to Murray Stevens. He had suggested the
section either immediately east or west of the Kennebec. I have suggested to Murray that if Mr.
Campbell has written him and he has not sent it on to Myron, that he send the letter to you. If
you do not feel you can handle it, you could pass it on to Louis Chorzempa. However, you might
write him first and get the story. If Hank Childs is not going to keep up from the Kennebec to
Moxie Pond, that would be a good section. But maybe it would be best to have them take from
the Kennebec to East Carry Pond. I will tell Louis of the suggestion when I write him, and if you
hear from Mr. Campbell you and Louis can discuss which would be the best place, etc.
July 30, 1952. Roy Fairfield to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College. [Hand-written]
Dear Dr. Sawyer,
Am enclosing a letter in which you’ll be interested. Myron’s passing was certainly a blow,
wasn’t it? I tried to get you on the phone Monday to see if it would be advisable to send flowers
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to Lubec. I decided it was better not to; I’m glad I didn’t send any in view of Jean Stephenson’s
comment. Rather, I wrote to Jean suggesting that we work to establish a Myron H. Avery
Memorial Fund to perpetuate his name in A.T. work. We have certainly lost a fine man.
I suspect you’ve found a thousand things to do in picking up the reins where you dropped them
last Feb. Jim Miller said he was going to try to get you to come down to do some ocean fishing. I
certainly wish you would; we’d enjoy having you. Jim has the directions, and should he get off
to the Midwest without coming, why don’t you and Mrs. Sawyer ride down?
I’m up to my ears as usual, prepping for the final exam which comes up on August 20. Not only
do I “defend the thesis”, but also I have to have a “specialist’s” knowledge of social and
economic history of the 19th century (American). So I’m plowing away, reading 8 hrs. a day,
carpentering, painting, lawn-mowing, and fishing a bit in my spare time.
July 30, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Ted Campbell, Trip Counselor, Pine Island Camp.
Dear Mr. Campbell:
We have received from Mr. Stevens, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, your letter
to him of July 18 and also a copy of his reply. Might I say that meanwhile I had heard from Prof.
Luehring and had, in fact, talked to him on the telephone.
Miss Park, the Secretary of the Appalachian Trail Conferece, asked me to tell you that there is no
formal application blank to be filled out by organizations that maintain sections of the Trail. As
soon as the Maine Appalachian Trail Club (which coordinates Trail work in Maine) notified her
of the assignment to you of a section for maintenance and that you have accepted such
assignment, she will enter your name, or rather that of your group, as a Class A member of the
Conference. She tells me, further, that you have already a copy of THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
(pub. No. 5) containing the Constitution and so are aware of the several classes of membership.
(Of course, if you were planning instead to take out an individual membership, an application
would be necessary.)
Ordinarily, the President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Myron H. Avery, makes the
assignments for maintenance in Maine. Mr. Stevens told you of the great loss we have just
suffered in the death of Captain Avery last Saturday. When he left Washington not long ago, he
asked me to care for the M.A.T.C. mail in his absence. For this reason, Miss Park asked that I
reply to you.
I am sending your request for assignment of a section to the Assistant Supervisor of Trails for the
Western portion of the state, Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine, and Director Roy P.
Fairfield, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine (now at his summer home, Curtis Cove, Biddeford). I
am sure you will hear from Mr. Chorzempa right away, and that he will give you the necessary
information so you can decide whether the section suggested will meet your needs. Mr. Sawtelle
keeps up the section from Long Falls Dam Road to East Carry Pond, the area in which your
camp is located. Mr. Fairfield, I understand, it has already been suggested you contact. He can
give you advice and loan suitable tools for a work trip from the Tool Cache in his custody. It is
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rather difficult to get suitable pruning shears now, so we try to have a stock at Lewiston and let
maintaining groups borrow them for use and return them. There are also weeders there, but if
you are going to do trail work regularly, you will probably prefer to buy your own. The Lively
Lad weeder is not expensive and is a handy tool to have around a camp.
Mr. Stevens suggested that the section that is unassigned and that would seem to most suit your
needs is that from the Kennebec River to East Carry Pond, and I understand from Prof. Luerhring
that was what you or he had in mind as being desirable. It so happens that Captain Avery was
particularly anxious to have a permanent maintaining group take that section this year if possible,
so if he had been the one to make the assignment, I know he would have suggested it also.
You have, I believe, a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, and so
can see the description of it. Mr. Chorzempa made an inspection trip over it just a short time ago
and can tell you exactly what is needed. From personal knowledge, I might say that once the
maple sprouts on Bates Ridge are cleared out, it will be a simple matter to keep it in good
condition. It would not be very far from your camp on West Carry Pond; also it is easily
accessible from the east end. I think you would find this a satisfactory section.
I had heard from Mrs. Storey, who is an old friend of ours, of your camp at West Carry. I had
expected to spend some time at West Carry this summer, but trail work near Nahmakanta and
Joe Mary Lakes and some checking in the Katahdin area will take all the time I can spare for the
woods, so that must go over to another time. From all I have heard, I am sure Pine Island Camp
will be an excellent addition to the Class A members of the Appalachian Trail Conference (and
thereby a constituent member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club).
I am sure you will hear from Mr. Chorzempa immediately.
July 30, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Louis Chorzempa, Clair Sawtelle, and Roy Fairfield.
Dear Louis, Clair, and Roy:
This is a joint letter so all will be informed; also to save writing separate letters.
I enclose copies of a letter from Ted Campbell to Murray Stevens, and Murray Stevens to him,
and my letter to him. They are self-explanatory. However, I should mention one thing not
brought out in the letters. Prof. Luerhring, who is an individual member of the Conference and
with whom I have corresponded a great deal, telephoned and had a long talk with me, as he was
leaving for Maine. I do not know whether he knows Roy Fairfield personally, or merely knows
of his work with the Bates Outing Club, or did not happen to know of any other officers of the
Maine group, but he seemed to think it was Roy they should see. However, I should not think it
would be necessary for Roy to take the initiative unless he wishes to, but if they contact him, I
am sure he would be most helpful to them.
They apparently have their eye on the Kennebec to East Carry section. It is right odd that Myron
asked me before he left to see if I could stir up any of the suggestions of help we have had into a
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concrete offer to take that section, and then this comes up just now. Murray also suggested to me
that I pass that suggestion on to you.
So unless you can see some grave reason why they should not have it, I would suggest that Louis
write Ted Campbell right away and tell him that would be a good section and how about
accepting the assignment. If the details are worked out, then Clair can write as Secretary and
confirm the assignment, sending a copy to Marion Park as Secretary of the Conference, and she
will then enter Pine Island Camp as a Class A member and see that Mr. Campbell is added to the
mailing list for APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. Also, in that case, she will send him a
Trail Manual and some other literature. Louis will, of course, see that they know our standards.
The matter of tools I will leave to you all just now, but I guess you can fix them up with the
necessary items.
It will really be great to get this section on permanent assignment and I hope you can work out
something with them.
July, 1952 [Undated]. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
About time you and the Mrs. got to see us again, you can set your own rates.
I have built another camp at Cooper Pond (2) and am working on a third for hunting. June 24
Sandy caught 2 ½ lb. trout near the pond up Church Stream at Cooper Pond.
2 moose are feeding near home camp last week or two.
Bears broke into Leavitt 3 times lately and I flew a 6 covered cookstove to Leavitt and a 18 ft.
canoe to Cooper Pond.
At present have only 2 booked for Aug., July and Sept. empty. Had a fairly good spring. All got
limits of trout and togue.
Hope to see you soon.
July, 1952 [Undated] Editions of the Hubbard Maine Guidebook at the Library of
Congress.
1. Summer Vacations at Moosehead (First edition of Hubbard Guides) – 1879
2. Guide to Moosehead Lake etc. – Third edition –1882
3. “ “
“
“
Fourth edition—1889
4.
“
“
“
Fourth ed. (Revised)—1893
(Library of Congress has catalogue of sale of Hubbard Library.)
***
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Farrar’s Guide—Dillingham—1878 (174 pp.; promises corrections in 1879. This is apparently
first edition; one year before Hubbard. Eight edition in 1883. Farrar deceased in 1893?
August 1, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
We are all saddened by the sudden death of Myron. Louis and I have had letters from Jean
Stephenson stating that she will carry on with Myron’s work as best she can until we can have a
meeting in the fall.
What I have to say is to be regarded as a personal letter between you and myself, with a copy
going to Louis. It is to be considered as confidential, and not as official from a Director.
As you know, I have always felt that if we are to build up an organization in Maine we must
have officers from our own state rather than from a great distance. Myron also felt that way and
that was why he appointed Clair Sawtelle as Secretary. There will be a nominating committee
appointed before the fall meeting. After having gone over the list of officers and members, Louis
and I feel that you are the only one who is qualified for the Chairmanship. We know that all of
the other Directors will go along with us on this. However, we do not want to mention it to them
until we hear from you in the matter. Will you give me a favorable reply as soon as convenient.
No one advocates removing anyone from their present office, except Ben Hadley. That is, it is
best to leave the Treasurer and Director of publicity as it is. We do feel that at the fall meeting
there should be a committee appointed to revise the by-laws so that each officer’s duties are
defined. As it is those members who were voted membership, or rather extended membership by
Myron, have never received their membership cards nor have they been notified that they are
members. This is due to a lack of understanding on the part of the officers, but it does not help to
build up an organization.
Since it will be necessary to have a list of officers to present to the nominating committee before
they make their report, we can not delay this matter very long.
cc: Louis Chorzempa
August 1, 1952. George Gamble, Jr., Alumni Director, Bates College, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy,
A couple of days ago I found in the Lewiston Sun an article regarding the death of Myron H.
Avery. In case you didn’t receive the particular paper in which this appeared, I am sending along
the clipping as I felt sure that you would be interested in it.
My only connection with Mr. Avery was through a mountain climb which I went on to
Saddleback. I remember being very impressed with his excellent physical condition at the time
and his seemingly endless supply of energy and push that kept him going when the rest of us
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were apt to lag behind somewhat. It seems to me that at that time when we got down to the foot
of the mountain he announced that he was planning to return to Washington that very night
without stopping over to rest. The others of us in the group were completely fagged from the trip
up and down the mountain and couldn’t imagine how anyone could want to travel any further
than was absolutely necessary.
I trust that you’re having a good summer. Undoubtedly you are being kept very busy with your
Ph. D. work but there is the consolation in mind that you won’t have to go through it more than
once!
Until later Roy, warmest best wishes to you and the family.
August 3, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Ted Campbell, Pine Island Camp. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Campbell:
I am pleased to know of your interest in the Appalachian Trail and the possibility of your group
engaging in trail work.
My thought is that you might want to interest yourself in the section from the Kennebec River to
East Carry Pond Camps. This is the nearest section to your permanent campsite on West Carry
Pond that is available at present and still unassigned. It is 10.73 m. in length and consists of two
sections. The first, from the Kennebec River to Pierce Pond, is 3.41 m. in length, follows the
Pierce Pond tote road, and is practically self maintaining, requiring only marking (painting, metal
markers, and signs). The second section is 7.32 miles in length from Pierce Pond (Sterling’s
Camps) to East Carry Pond Camps. It has two lean-tos, one on Pierce Pond reached by a ½ mile
side trail from the A.T. and one on East Carry Pond reached by a blue-blazed trail 0.11 from the
A.T. These lean-tos would provide excellent bases for your group to camp and work on this
section of trail, each being strategically located near each end of this section.
This section is accessible from either end by jeep (or old car) via the East Carry Pond tote road
and Pierce Pond tote road, the latter would require ferrying the Kennebec. The most troublesome
portions would be around East Carry Pond and for a mile or so North of the Pond and over Bates
Ridge.
Should this section meet with your approval, and you decided to accept the maintenance of it, I
will send you detailed trail reports covering this section, which will tell you exactly what needs
to be done, and where work is needed most. These I will forward to you at once as soon as you
notify me of your acceptance of this section along with some suggestions as to our standards in
trail clearing. A Trail Manual and other literature would then be sent to you from Washington.
Our Secretary would then officially confirm the assignment and your group would be entered as
a Class A member of the Appalachian Trail Conference and would also be a member of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Accordingly, since your group has in mind to help in maintaining the trail, I suggest that this
section would be the one where your activity would be most profitable.
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The section adjoining to the East [sic], from East Carry Pond Camps to the Long Falls Dam
Road, is assigned to Mr. Clair Sawtelle, Oakland, Maine.
Since I understand, you may have contacted Mr. Roy Fairfield, I am sure you will profit from his
invaluable experience in trail clearing operations with large groups. As you probably know, Mr.
Fairfield heads the Bates Outing Club, which has long maintained 41 miles of the Appalachian
Trail in Western Maine.
Awaiting your reply, I am looking forward to seeing “Pine Island Camp” added to our list of trail
maintainers.
Copies to:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Clair Sawtelle
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield

August 5, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Lawson Reeves. [This is a nearly illegible, Hand-written letter
composed, as was Fairfield’s habit, on the back of on old exam paper. When the page was
photocopied, the print on the exam side bled through, nearly obscuring his letter.]
Dear Lawson,
Thanks for your letter of August 1. [??????] relatively young man. I had made plans [?????]to
Bar Harbor, but I suppose [????]
Regarding the presidency of the M.A.T.C. I fear that you and Louis are too pessimistic when you
say I’m “the only one” who could do it!! Naturally if the group want me to serve for a while, I’ll
be [?] to do it. It occurs to me, however, that you and Louis have a better first-hand
understanding of conditions east of Saddleback than I have. Once this PhD is behind me (and I
take the final exams on Aug. 20), possibly I can do some hiking and work northeast of our
section. I have suggested to Jean Stephenson that we hold the fall meeting at Bates if it is
convenient for all.
Please tell Louis for me that I liked his letter to Ted Campbell. This group should help
considerably at one of our sore spots.
August 10, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Fowler.
Dear Mr. Fowler:
I have been so occupied since receiving your letter, in clearing up things so I could get away that
I have not yet written to say how extremely pleased I am that you feel you can give the Stodder
photographs to the Katahdin Collection in the Maine State Library.
You have heard, I am sure, of the sudden death of Myron Avery, at Annapolis Royal, Nova
Scotia, on July 26. Immediately on receiving your letter I had written him, telling him of it. He
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replied, saying he and his youngest son, Hal, were leaving on July 18 on a motor trip through
Nova Scotia and on his return he would write you, expressing his appreciation of your action in
increasing the importance of the Collection by contributing to it the Stodder photographs. You
will remember Captain Avery has always been particularly impressed with the interest of those
photographs. It was while he was on that motor trip that the end came. He was standing on the
lawn of the hotel, and said something to Hal. As the boy turned to answer he saw his father's
face change and he started to fall--and it was the end. There was a doctor standing right there and
he did everything possible, but said it was over instantly. Myron's sister, Evelyn, went the same
way thirteen years ago. And, of course, in Myron's case, he had been greatly overworked in his
Navy job through the war and since, with this Korean trouble as the final straw. We have lost a
friend who can never be replaced. His native State of Maine has lost one of her best citizens, one
who has done much for the State. I was virtually a member of the family, as you know, and so it
is especially hard for me. Our only comfort is that he had accomplished most of the things in
which he was interested, and left them so others may carry on — as we are doing.
Miss Giller and I are going to Nahmakanta Lake Camps on August 16th and then walk through
to Joe Mary, painting blazes on the Trail as we go. We will be at Buck Horn Camps from Aug.
22 to Aug. 29. When we come out at Norcross, after putting Miss Giller on the train, I want to go
to Helon Taylor's at Togue Ponds. Can you arrange to drive me, or have someone drive me
there? Either Miss Giller will take the train at Norcross or she can drive to Millinocket with me
on the way to Baxter Park Headquarters.
I have not yet inquired whether the morning train down stops at Norcross. At that time, I can get
the Stodder photographs from you and when I leave Helon’s I will take them to Augusta, or
bring them here first to have them installed in a portfolio to protect them.
I will look forward to seeing you on August 29th.
August 10, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
We are all still shocked by the sudden death of Myron Avery. We are left alone to grope our way
about until we can get reorganized. Wise Jean Stephenson has agreed to carry on as best she can
until we can have a meeting in the fall. We are most fortunate in this respect, because there isn’t
anyone who could pick up the loose ends like Miss Stephenson can. No one was in as close
contact with Myron as was Jean, no one has the time or the ability as does Jean.
With the vacancy of the Chairmanship, the successor is the Secretary, Clair Sawtelle. It is the
responsibility of the Secretary to preside until a new Chairman can be elected. Since it has been
suggested that a meeting be held this fall for the purpose of reorganizing and the election of
officers, it would seem advisible that the Secretary appoint a nominating committee to draw up a
slate of officers, make arrangements for the time and place of the meeting and start the
mechanics in motion.
Myron had long felt we should build up the officers from the State of Maine, from time to time
as vacancies occur, and he worked toward this end. I would like to propose for consideration of
the nominating committee and our fellow officers, the name of Roy Fairfield as Chairman. Roy
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

135

has all the qualifications necessary, he has the interest, he has help available for private
secretaries when needed, he has the experience necessary, has earned the right through his many
years as head of the Bates College Outing Club and their forty mile section; and he is available if
the nominating committee should select him. We are most fortunate in this respect.
Should Mr. Fairfield be elected, it will mean that three new Directors be elected. This is going to
be very hard to find these three men. For this reason the nominating committee should have
plenty of time to make their inquiries and their selections. If the meeting is held in Oct. as once
before it will give but eight or ten weeks.
Roy has offered the facilities of Bates College again this year and since this is such an ideal
place, it would seem that that is the logical place unless for some reason some other location is
suggested.
CC:

Roy Fairfield
Helon Taylor
Clair Sawtelle
Marion Park
Louis Chorzempa
Jean Stephenson
Sidney Tappan

{Roy: This should set up the machinery to get a meeting called. For the past several years, the
Secretary has only been a figure head. Now is the time to make a change. There should be a
committee appointed to revise the by-laws and also one to revise the membership list. Louis and
I will be glad to hear from you further. Lawson.}
August 12, 1952 (Posted 9/18). Dick Lamb, Bigelow, Maine to Roy and Maryllyn Fairfield.
[Hand-written postcard]
Dear Roy and Maryllyn,
Late in Aprtil I started traversing on foot alone the entire 2,050-mile Appalachian Trail, hiking
20 miles a day and camping out at night. In 2 ½ months I walked the scenic southern half, from
Mt. Oglethorpe, in Georgia, to Harrisonburg, and then I hitch-hiked to Mt. Katahdin, in order to
walk the wild northern half, back to the midway point in Pennsylvania, before the chilly autumn
nights arrive here. This strenuous undertaking is a really healthful exercise in simple, natural
outdoor living.
Adventurously yours, your “A.M.C.” friend…
(P.S. I would enjoy hearing from you enroute.)
September 1, 1952 (Labor Day) (Posted 9/18). Dick Lamb, “On the A.T. in New
Hampshire”, to Roy and Maryllyn Fairfield. [Hand-written postcard]
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Dear Roy and Maryllyn and little “Donna”,--While walking the 1,025-mile northern half of the
Appalachian Trail, I carry an 18-pound pack and these hard-earned memories of the southern
sector: Ascending Mt. Oglethorpe during a chill rainstorm; struggling up sun-scorched, waterless
slopes; groping over fog-enshrouded, gale-lashed balds; climbing 6,642-foot Clingman’s Dome
in the Smokies; gazing from lookout towers on ever changing views; glimpsing a black bear as it
scurried into the woods; getting shot at by “dew-drunk” hillbillies in Virginia; eating wild
strawberries, raspberries and cherries; bathing in refreshingly cool mountain streams; and
making new friends along the onward-winding Trail.
Reminiscently, your nature-seeking friend.
(P.S. Thanks for your encouraging messages.)
September 2, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Clair Sawtelle, 181 High St., Oakland, Me.
Dear Clair:
Have just returned from three days at Mt. Katahdin, and made very good contacts. Stopped at
Helon Taylor’s (Louis Chorzempa was with me) and Jean Stephenson was there. We spent the
evening with them and had an opportunity to talk over everything in general. Jean and Helon are
both in favor of what plans has been suggested so far. That is that we have a meeting either late
in October or early Nov. at Bates College for the election of officers and general business. That a
nominating committee be appointed and that election be by those present and voting rather than
by mail. They both heartily endorse Roy Fairfield as the logical choice, and that we should elect
at least two Directors. Jean agreed, to write to Ben Hadley, asking him if he preferred to continue
as a Director or if he would prefer to retire. She will notify us of his answer.
On our drive up we stopped at Guildford and visited with Manford Knowles who is the Trail
Chairman of the Piscataquis County Fish and Game Assn., with Mrs. Wise the President and
with Mrs. (the name slips my mind just now) the Secretary. All of these people are very
enthusiastic and they have done much more work than we had any idea of. The President and
Sec. both endorsed Manford Knowles as a Director. We know that he would accept, so that it is
only a formality for the nominating committee to ask him to accept. They promise to have a
representation at the annual meeting.
Jean states that she has made a very good contact at the U. of M. She can supply his name and
there is a good prospect there, for a Director.
Should a third Director be needed, I feel sure that the Franklin Co, Fish and Game Assn. would
be interested. However, it is best not to make any contact there until we hear from Ben Hadley.
Jean suggested that we elect an assistant Secretary from Washington, and suggested one of the
Asst. Sec. of the Conference. There are advantages and disadvantages in this and it would seem
that Clair should be free to decide whether or not it would be desirable for him.
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Jean is also checking the dates when she and the other Washington members will be free to come
for the meeting. Thus it seems that all of the ground work has been done that can be done and
that as soon as the minor details are taken care of, then the nominating committee can go ahead,
a date can be set and notices can be sent out.
Helon told us he had met Roy Fairfield on the Millinocket Road and had a good chat with him. It
appears that everyone is in accord and that everything is satisfactory with all.
Louis had a personal visit with Sidney Tappan at his home in Beverly, Mass, last week and
Sidney will get out his Trail Reports from Troutdale to Katahdin in a short time.
If you still wish to come over for a visit and chat, I will be pleased to have you. And if I can help
you in any other way, I will be glad to do
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Jean Stephenson, Roy Fairfield, Helon Taylor
September 6, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Courtney Pike, 110 High Street, Farmington,
Maine. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Pike:
I am enclosing a copy of this year’s report on section #18 of the Appalachian. This report covers
both the Wilton Outing Club’s section from Bigelow Village to the summit of Sugarloaf, and the
Franklin County Fish & Game Association’s section from the summit of Sugarloaf to Orbeton
Stream.
Last year Mr. Reeves and I put in a day’s work clearing in the sag between Sugarloaf and
Spaulding Mtns., and this year Mr. Reeves worked three days with Arthur Hatch clearing from
Orbeton Stream to the summit of Sugarloaf. Thus the Wilton Outing Club has contributed 5 man
days towards the maintenance of your club’s section, and I am sure you will find it in much
better condition now, than when your group took over the maintenance of it. The entire section
compares very favorably with other sections of the A.T. in Maine. The principal deficiency at
present is the roof on the Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to, which leaks quite a bit.
Perhaps you already know that the Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association has likewise
taken over the maintenance of a section of the Appalachian Trail as one of their projects.
Mr. Reeves and I recently talked with Manford Knowles, Trails Chairman (and also former
president of their group); and although usually a minority participate in most projects, we were
pleasantly surprised to learn that at least ten per cent of their group had taken part in the
maintenance of their section of the Appalachian Trail.
We were pleased to see the spirit and attitude which the Fish & Game groups take towards
improving the State’s recreational assets, such as the Appalachian Trail. Too many people seem
to think that the trail is self-maintaining. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club coordinates the
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activities of the maintaining groups along the 269 miles of trail in Maine as well as caring for
many sections which are still unassigned.
There are 35 approved State Forest Campsites along the trail at intervals of an easy day’s
journey. At 20 of these campsites there are open front log lean-tos. It is hoped that eventually the
chain will be complete with lean-tos at all of these campsites. The most recent is the new lean-to
at Breakneck Ridge, built last Spring by the University of Maine Outing Club. The Piscataquis
County Fish & Game Association also helped with this project. In Western Maine the chain is
complete, with lean-tos at regular intervals from the Kennebec River to the Maine-New
Hampshire line. Our problem is the upkeep and repair of these shelters. The roofs on many of
these shelters which are covered with rough split cedar shingles are fast deteriorating. It is hoped
that the Franklin County Fish & Game Association will be able to do something in the way of
repairing the Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to roof. To expedite this task, M.A.T.C. Director, Lawson
Reeves, Dryden, Maine, would be glad to give suggestions, from previous experience, on the
rebuilding of the roof and transportation of the materials to the site of the lean-to.
I wish especially to mention the commendable work of Mr. Arthur Hatch, and the many others
who have contributed to the project the past two years, and hope that the number of interested
persons in this worthwhile project will increase in the future.
cc: Lawson Reeves, Arthur Hatch, Jean Stephenson, Roy Fairfield.
Note for Roy:
Dear Roy,
I have heard nothing from Mr. Ted Campbell, Pine Island Camp, Belgrade Lakes, Me. Talked
with Jean Stephenson at Katahdin and she hadn’t had any further contacts with the group either.
They seemed most anxious to help in maintaining the trail, and it seems as if they must have
made more contacts somewhere, perhaps with the A.T.C. although Murray Stevens referred the
group to the M.A.T.C. for assignment.
September 9, 1952. [Roy Fairfield] to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson,
Many thanks for the copies of your recent correspondence. As you say, it appears as though
things were about set for our fall meeting. When Jean gives me the go-ahead signal on time, I
shall be glad to make arrangements regarding place, etc. We have a couple of trail trips lined up
for the fall. I hope the meeting can straddle those someway.
I do have a couple of questions about Directorships. I sincerely hope that the contact Jean made
at Maine is a relatively stable one. You’ll recall that we’ve had sporadic interest in that quarter.
Should we not check to make certain that the person involved is going to continue for a while to
assure a certain amount of continuity? I do like the idea of getting a person from [the University
of] Maine; this might give their program a shot in the arm. Also, this man Manley [sic] Knowles
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should be good; this will spread the Directorships across the state more evenly. I would assume
that Louis Chorzempa’s election to the Overseer’s position would be a mere formality after the
work he has put in. Incidentally, please thank Louis for the copies he’s been sending me. They
certainly mean a great deal of work, and I’m grateful for them.
I shall need a great deal of help in becoming oriented to the new job, especially regarding
sections with which I am unfamiliar. I have two or three ideas cooking about the ways and means
of becoming more familiar with the territory and in handling the correspondence. I shall have to
rely a great deal upon Jean Stephenson’s experience too.
Looking forward to seeing you in the not-too- distant future, …
Sept. 14, 1952. Roy Fairfield to {Bates Student}.
Dear Sir:
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has recently presented Coram with a book entitled, "Katahdin
Section of Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine." The book, published in 1952, gives a
complete analysis of the nature of Maine’s highest mountain, the facilities available for camping
in Baxter State Park’s several campgrounds, and a description of the various trails in the area.
Bates students planning to climb Katahdin this fall might find this volume helpful, both in
planning and executing their trip.
Respectfully suggested.
Roy P. Fairfield, Director
(John. It occurred to me that this might save some broken bones if taken seriously; I have heard
of non-Outing Club sponsored trips resulting in near catastrophe in the past.)
September 14, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Re: yours of Sept. 9 inst. The Explorer Scouts have about washed themselves up. The Scout
Executive from Lewiston-Auburn does not endorse Explorer participation In the A.T. With this
obstacle we might as well write them off. An effort should be made to get the tools back from
Mechanic Falls, however, I expect this will be hard. Mr. Theberge of Lewiston did not produce
any results, neither did he have much conception of what was expected from him nor how to go
about it. He failed completely to answer any and all letters from Louis or myself. The only
exception is Floyd Flagg. He did do pretty good year before last but this year his boys would not
stay with him but came back home the first morning. However, we do believe that he might be of
some help to us as an individual. He had a group of Explorers all lined up last spring in Rumford
for Baldpate but this fell through because of the Scout Executive.
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Re: Louis. He is available again as an Assistant Overseer. Probably you have not been informed
but Myron appointed Sidney Tappan of Beverely Mass. as an Asst. Overseer for Eastern Maine.
Sidney started at Troutdale on Lake Moxie and hiked to Baxter Peak, inspecting this fall. He will
spend three weeks each August on his Section. Louis has moved over to Troutdale west to the
Me.-N.H. line. So at present we have the whole state covered as far as Overseers are concerned.
This is great progress in this respect as the eastern part was unassigned. Sidney should be
included by the nomination committee.
Re: the U. of M. Jean was very enthusiastic in her contact. However, I cannot assure you how
permanent this will be. We do find that they have done much more work than they had ever
reported, including building a log lean-to on Breakneck Ridge, between Blanchard and Marble
Brook toward Moxie-Bald Lake.
Re: the Franklin Co. Fish and Game Assn. They could supply a Director but since Wilton would
in all probability be represented, and since Louis and I also represent Wilton, we thought that it
would be best to use them in this respect after all other organizations had been taken care of.
I had a long talk with Clair Sawtelle a week ago last Sat. night at Lakewood and we talked over
everything in general.
I have called his attention to the fact that we should have a resolution committee appointed
before the meeting so that the committee could get the order of business lined up as far as
resolutions are concerned. I have not heard anything further from him in this respect. Clair seems
to be in favor of having an assistant secretary appointed from Washington. Jean has mentioned
one of the Conference Secretaries.
Did you have in mind having an evening meeting again this year as in the past? If so it will be
necessary for you to secure some sort of entertainment for the evening program.
Should anything else come up, please write to-me.
P.S. Suppose you saw in the papers where the old lady left $25,000 to the Appalachian Mountain
Club to be used for reforestation in Penobscot and Piscataqua [sic] Counties. I don’t suppose we
can steer any of this our way but it might be a good thing if you wrote to their President and feel
him out. We need shelters very badly there. While this is not reforestation they might be willing
to lay out a little from a fire protection angle.
September 16, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Frank Bell.
Dear Frank,
I tried to reach you by phone last week end, but you were out. I have wondered several times
how you made out on your 50-mile trip. Did I lead you astray at any point? How did the boys
stand it? Did you have any unique experiences? I should very much appreciate your dropping me
a line to let me know how it went. Actually you should write up the trip and get it into the
newspaper to give both your boys and the Appalachian Trail a little publicity. Then, if you want
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me to, I'd be glad to write a brief note for Appalachian Trailway News, Washington, D. C. on
your trip. Just let me know.
I hate to discuss finances, but I got those rucksacks off in such a hurry that I forgot to tell the girl
whether they should go collect or prepaid. (Incidentally, I’m sorry I could send only 7 rather than
the 8 I promised.) Consequently I am sending the $1.99 express receipt; there is no particular
hurry about it, but I have no right to pay it from Outing Club money without authorization of the
group. I'm sure you understand. Also, first chance you get, will you return my A. T. book?
Hoping all is going well at Franklin St.,
September 21, 1952. Jean Stephenson, Dresden Arms Hotel, Dresden Row, 103, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
After two weeks painting blazes on the Trail between Rainbow Lake and Lower Joe Mary Lake
and part way to Yoke Ponds, and two weeks around Katahdin, I came on down to Nova Scotia
where I have been doing some research in the Archives. I still have much to do, but must be
getting back to Washington, so am planning to leave here a week from tomorrow, which is
Monday, September 29. I will have to stop in Augusta to see about the Katahdin Collection and
am writing today to see if Tuesday afternoon will suit the state officials I wish to see. I am sure it
will, so I am planning accordingly, that is, to go on to Lewiston for Wednesday, October 1st. (If
it doesn't, I will stop a day in Bangor instead, to attend to some matters there, and still be in
Lewiston Wednesday, returning to Augusta after that.)
This is, of course, predicated on the assumption that on Wednesday, October 1, you would be
free in the evening and could see me, and also Clair Sawtelle. I have written Clair and just heard
from him; I had asked whether we could get together at Bangor, Lewiston, Augusta or Portland,
and he says Lewiston would suit him. So I will write him today and suggest he come over for
Wednesday night, Oct. 1, unless I wire him to the contrary before that time.
To be perfectly frank, I would like to see you for a short time when he is not present, preferably
before, and as I will be in Lewiston from around 11 A.M. on Wednesday, possibly I could run in
to see you for half an hour sometime before he arrives in the evening. If so, let me know by a
note to the hotel, or give me a number I can telephone on my arrival around 11 A.M.
Wednesday.
You have probably heard from Lawson of the people he has seen and plans in the making, etc.
etc. I had intended to wait about a month and then see you, Clair, Helon, Lawson and others and
work out some plans. I had in mind suggesting, for many reasons, that you take the job of
President of the Maine A.T.C. Lawson, however, beat me to it, which is probably a good thing. I
talked over matters with Helon at great length while with him early this month. He had seen you
for a few moments, I understand. Then Lawson and Louis stopped to call on Helon on their way
to Katahdin, and found me there, so we three had an hour's conversation; they came back that
night when Helon was there and again we all talked at length. Then I wrote Clair, and Marion
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

142

Park and Thekla Stephan in Washington, and also Ben Hadley. Lawson was going to see Clair
also. So I guess there is a meeting of minds on most points. However, I do feel it is most
important that you and Clair and I go over some matters, and work out detailed plans as to the
calling of the fall meeting and the appointment of a nominating committee.
After talking with you and Clair, we can decide whether I should also talk to Stanley Atwood,
Prof. Sawyer and others there. If so, I can do that on Thursday, and go on to Boston Friday;
otherwise I will leave Lewiston on Thursday.
You have probably heard all the plans from Lawson, and Helon and I are in accord with most of
them. Helon asked that we not have the meeting until November, and preferably not prior to
Nov. 8, so that he could attend. Probably Sunday of Nov. 9 or of Nov. 16 will be best. There is
another meeting I have to go to which is scheduled for November and I haven’t the date now; but
it is probably Nov. 9. I suggested we have this one on a different date so I could come to it, and
Lawson agreed. So I have written to find the date of the other one. Anyhow, it will depend a bit
too on your schedule and the convenience of Bates College, since it is to be our host. Would
Nov. 9 or l6 suit you, and particularly the latter date?
Lawson wants Clair to appoint a nominating committee, and of course, he, as Secretary is the
one to do it. However, Lawson has about picked out the officers already. They are logical
choices, of course, and I think the nominating committee will go along with most of them.
Lawson differed from Helon and I on one name. He wanted to drop Ben Hadley, Superintendent
of Acadia Nat. Park and put on some one from U. of Maine. Helon and I felt Ben should stay, if
he wanted to, especially as your vacancy can be filled from the Piscataquis Fish & Game, and
there is no one available just now from Maine. Lawson then suggested Arthur Hatch from
Wilton, who would be good, but I still think it would be too bad to drop Ben Hadley. Lawson
and I agreed I should write Mr. Hadley, and tell him that all officers would have to do their
share, etc., in view of changed conditions, and that to lessen the work of the nominating
committee, each of us was writing to a director, etc. to ask whether he could accept, in view of
such changed conditions and the additional work, if the nominating committee chose him, etc. I
had Helon read the letter before I sent it, and Helon felt Mr. Hadley would say he could not do it
and rather regretted I had made it so strong. Well, I just heard from Mr. Hadley, and he says he
would like to stay, if the nominating committee picks him; that he has had two coronary
occlusions in the past two years, so now has, beginning immediately, a years’ leave of absence
from his job, and after the next three months, when he will be south with his sons, he will have
time and can make up for his inability to help in the past. So I think we should keep him. But, of
course, that is a matter for the nominating committee, after all. I don't think Lawson will be
pleased, but I think everyone else will be. I will write Lawson about this some time this week.
He may agree, after all.
I am very glad indeed that you are receptive to the idea of being President. You are the logical
choice and I feel strongly that the next three years are the vital ones, and you are the best one to
hold the job during that time. Do not be disturbed about the clerical work involved; I have some
ideas on that which I think you will approve and which will ease that situation quite a bit. I am
thankful that your thesis is out of the way so you feel you can help out by taking on this job.
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Did I tell you I sent Murray Stevens your letter suggesting a Myron H. Avery Memorial Fund?
He agreed strongly, and we are announcing it in the September TRAILWAY NEWS. We are
wording it so that the M.A.T.C. can borrow from it to finance the guide book, which has to go to
the printer by December. ((That is one reason I am having to go back now.)
If Wednesday, October 1, does not suit you for any reason, write me at once, or wire me. If
before Sept. 26 (Friday) send it to me here. (As I do not know whether there is special delivery
service on Saturday or Sunday, it better be a night letter, unless you are sure mail will reach me
by Friday.) If too late to reach me here by that date, send it to the Augusta House, Augusta,
Maine. In such case, let me know what date would suit you, and I will plan accordingly. In such
case, I can either stop in Bangor, or go to Portland, until the day that does suit you. I have many
things to look up and much to do in both places, so the time can be profitably employed. I merely
suggested Wednesday, as it fits in with leaving here Monday, Tuesday in Augusta, Wednesday,
and possibly Thursday in Lewiston, and then on to Portland or Boston, hence to Washington. But
my program is quite flexible.
The rest of the news and gossip can wait until I see you.
P.S. I just had a thought. As I will arrive in Lewiston about 11 A.M., I can adjust my entire
schedule to yours. But you are probably busy during the day except possibly for lunch time.
Could you and your wife be my guests at lunch at the Hotel DeWitt that day? Or if lunch doesn’t
suit you, how about being my guests at dinner that evening? Then we could adjourn to some
place around the College, where Clair could join us on arrival, for our discussion of sundry
matters. That would give me a chance to talk over a few things with you, but would also bring in
the pleasure before business, i.e. the pleasure of really getting acquainted with your wife and
having a chance to discuss other matters of mutual interest with you.
If this can fit into your plans, either send a note to the DeWitt to that effect, indicating the time,
or call me after 11:15 A.M. that day there. J.S.
September 23, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Jean,
Thanks for your good letter of September 21; received it this afternoon, which means it was only
2 days out of Halifax. Thought I’d better write to Augusta, however, to insure your receiving the
note before coming to Lewiston.
Wednesday, Oct. 1, is alright for me. I am through classes at 11:20, so Maryllyn and I would be
delighted to have lunch with you at the Dewitt if you wish. Then, that evening, we'd like for you
and Clair to come here to the house for the meeting. Will it be all right with you if the time is set
for 8 o'clock? That is Outing Club night, our first meeting of the year; consequently I should be
“on deck" with the group from 7 until 8. If I do not hear from you to the contrary, shall we
assume that this is O.K.
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As for Nov. 9th and 16th, they are sufficiently far away at the moment to warrant reserving both
of them until you've had an opportunity to check your engagements. Assuming we are not having
a general meeting, but only an officers' gathering, I can get away with a week's notice insofar as
place is concerned here on the campus. The Women's Union is fairly accessible, and I believe the
upstairs smoking room has served adequately in the past, has it not?
I would go along with you on the Ben Hadley question, even though I've never met the
gentleman. I doubt if Lawson raises any very serious objections. Furthermore, I'm not so sure we
should have three directors in any one town, much as Arthur Hatch has worked.
Have dozens of questions to ask you on the 1st. Glad, however, that the Myron Avery Fund is
commencing. At the appropriate time, determined by you, shall present the issue to the Bates
Outing Club.
September 24, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Sometime ago, I wrote to Clair Sawtelle, suggesting that he appoint a Resolutions Committee for
our fall meeting. This would expedite the business and avoid long discussions and delays.
Clair has appointed Louis Chorzempa and myself as two of the members with us to appoint a
third member of our selection. Louis and I have met and selected you as the third member. We
feel that where you will be elected the next President, that you would want to be consulted and
have a voice in the proposed resolutions. Will you please drop me a card stating that you will
serve on this committee.
Louis and I will get together and draw up resolutions which we think would be desirable. These
would be mailed to you for your criticism. You would do the same with us. Then if we find it
advisable, Louis and I could come to Lewiston when it would be convenient for all of us and we
could discuss things further if necessary.
When the notices are mailed out announcing the meeting, the names of this committee should be
listed and a date line set for members to submit their resolutions to us by mail. If you have any
further suggestions along this line we would be glad to hear them.
Since Clair listed my name first I assume that he wanted me to serve as chairman of the
committee.
CC: Louis Chorzempa, Clair Sawtelle
September 30, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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We will get started on the resolutions very soon now. Re: the Saddleback trip, I believe that I
told you that you can now drive clear to Eddy Pond. The road that you take is the one that goes
in to Saddleback Lake Camps, you turn off this road to the right on the lumber camp road, stop at
the camp and ask permission to drive up the private woods road. From last reports this road is in
good condition. As far as I know they are still operating this camp this year, altho they have
moved some of their operations into Reddington Pond.
October 2, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Henry E. Childs 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford,
Rhode Island. [Hand-written]
Dear Hank:
Little did I realize that the summer would skip by before I had a chance to check over Section
#13 from Moxie Pond to the Kennebec River. I assume from Myron’s letters last Spring, that
your group has taken over the maintenance of this section. On Sept. 28, I had an opportunity to
see this section for the first time, and I was impressed by the excellent condition of the trail, as
no work had been done on this section the past two years.
I am enclosing a copy of my report on this section. It follows generally the pattern of Myron’s
former trail reports. The section compares very favorably with other sections of the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. Among the items of needed work is the fireplace at Pleasant Pond Mtn. campsite,
which needs rebuilding, the mile markers need repainting, and 5 board direction signs need
replacing. Mr. Reeves will make these signs this winter, and we can mail them to you next
Spring, or when you request them.
I noticed where you registered on Mt. Sugarloaf, Aug. 28, 1951.
Copy: Lawson Reeves
Roy P. Fairfield
October 3, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Professor Fred W. Luehring, Hutchinson Gymnasium,
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Penna.
Dear Professor Luehring:
It was good to talk to you for a few moments last month; sorry to have been so long in getting
the Outing Club material off to you, but we’ve been having quite a show here trying to get
college going the past couple of weeks.
I am sending a copy of our constitution and a pamphlet which we put out last year. The former is
based upon the Dartmouth constitution, although we have made many changes from time to time
to make the organization more functional ie. theory coming after fact! Our presidents have been
very constitution conscious, however, and it has saved many a dispute from time to time. Every
other year we try to publicize the club’s activities by means of such a pamphlet. Then, during the
odd year we publish a small pocket calendar with the names of the directors and a list of coming
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events printed, on it. I think most of this material is self explanatory, but I‘d be glad to answer
any specific questions you might have.
Not much is said about the Appalachian Trail, but we do have about 41 miles of it to maintain.
We try to cover the entire section every three semesters. Our greatest problem is finding time to
do the clearing work, for there is little time between the time the snow is out of the mountains
and final exams; the same applies in the fall. But we keep struggling. This week end we are
running an all-college mountain climb with 150 participants, the largest in Bates history. We’re
going up Saddleback Mountain; at the same time we shall have a group working on this section;
if Bates students do not get a proper introduction to the trail and our part in it, it will not be the
fault of the directors!
Hoping we may meet for a chat about the trail someday, …
October 3, 1952. Roy Fairfield to [?].
Dear Jim:
A word to say “Hello” and to hope you are well. Hear that you did well in grades last semester;
Bob Crandall dropped in for a few moments today, and told me. Bob seems well, and seems
particularly happy to be located at Boston. We had a good chat.
Bob also gave me an idea. I’d better fill you in on background first, however. Did you see where
Myron Avery passed away this summer? He was forced to retire in April, went down to Lubec,
was recovering beautifully, then passed out very quickly on a trip to Nova Scotia. As you well
know, we have lost a tremendous man, one who was an idealist, and one who, in a sense, gave
his life for the Appalachian Trail. His successor here in Maine is none other than yours truly, and
maybe I don’t feel the pressure of his example! But, c’est la vive! [sic] One of the problems
which we face in reorganizing the Club to co-ordinate the maintenance of the trail in Maine is
finance. Few knew it, but Myron did much in the way of under-writing trail activity. Our idea is
to get more people who would be willing to be Class “D” members, ie. Individuals who are
interested in the trail, may not be physically able to work on it (because of age or distance from
it), but those who would be willing to give it their support. They will receive a newsletter which
we shall get out four times a year as well as an occasional issue of Trailway News. Also, we
shall encourage them to attend the annual spring meetings. Bob applied for membership this
afternoon and suggested that you might be willing to take up the same type of affiliation. If you
are, Jim, fill out the enclosed blank, and send it back to me. I’ll send your name and money to
Washington, and we’ll welcome you with open arms.
Largest mountain climb in Bates history scheduled this week end, 150 signed up to go up
Saddleback…where Dick Brenton and five others will be working when the group goes by!
How’s that for propaganda? Be sure to write.
October 3, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Jean,
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It was good to see and talk to you last Wednesday. Have been so busy haven’t had time to sit
down to say so. Maryllyn and I enjoyed our lunch very much, too.
Am enclosing an application for annual membership of the dues-paying type. Only 69 more to
go! Seriously, though, Bob Crandall was one of the boys who put more into the A.T. during his
college days than three others. You may remember my saying so a couple of years ago. He
dropped in this afternoon, and I hit him up! He hopes to come to Maine to live once he finishes
his service stretch. In fact, he wants to go into the paper business, ie. with one of the big
companies. Thus, he is a potential maintaining member if his plans go through, I suspect his card
will go out within a few days, will it not?
Shall let you know when 1 learn which week end we hold the I.O.C.A.
October 6, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Had a letter from Clair Sawtelle today giving a resume of your meeting with him and Jean. When
we talked with Jean and Helon last Labor Day it was their thought to have an open meeting
rather than just an officers meeting. The officers meeting is agreeable with Louis and myself. It
does change somewhat the resolutions, since when we drew up these resolutions, it was
understood by us that it was to be a general meeting and that another meeting would be held in
the Spring also.
Louis has discarded the two resolutions that he had been working on since there will be
committees to take care of these matters anyway.
You are at liberty to revise any or all of these resolutions, or rephrase them. What we tried to do
was set in operation the mechanics. If I have taken the initiative in these matters it was simply
that no one else seemed willing to, and someone had to.
There are two other matters that has came to my mind that you might be interested in. We did not
draw up any resolution in regards to them. In the first place, if you think best, you can write up
the resolutions, secondly, the President would have the authority to take action on them without a
resolution if he wished to.
(1) Should we have a committee appointed to make a study of the slide collection? Said
committee to report back at the spring meeting. The Maine set of slides belongs to the MATC
but is kept in Washington and we have to request them from the Conference custodian and pay
the express charges both ways on them. This has been a very touchy subject with Clair.
However, Clair is using these slides more for a personal business interest rather than for the
purpose for which they were intended. Should any action be taken on something of this nature, it
would be best to have a committee to draw up a set of regulations to go by.
(2) The shelters are fast deteriorating and new shelters are needed. Should we have a committee
appointed to make a study of this and report back at the spring meeting?
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I will be glad to get your comment on any or all of these subjects.
October 7, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson,
Many thanks for your good letter of Oct. 6. I think you and Louis did an excellent job on the
resolutions. I have gone over them, filling in the blanks, and making a few suggestions. You will
observe that I have underlined and enclosed in brackets those words which might be deleted and
added in ink those which I would substitute. I do not feel rabid about any of these changes, but I
felt that #5 might be toned down just a little bit lest some of the oldtimers feel that we were
criticizing them personally. Actually we’ll get just as far by soft-peddling the negative side, don’t
you think so?
Regarding the meeting, I do feel that we can accomplish more under the circumstances by having
an officers’ meeting (plus any members you might want to invite personally) than we could with
an open meeting where we might have to wash some of our dirty linen in public. Won’t we be
better organized for that by next spring? As for your initiative, Lawson, I for one am grateful for
it. I say keep it up; I personally feel that human inertia is man’s greatest curse!
Jean and Clair had quite a discussion about the slide collection here at the house last Wednesday.
Possibly you’re right about the committee, but I gathered from the tone of the discussion that a
compromise could be worked out wherein we would have the slides here 11 months per year and
that Mrs. Jacobs would schedule all the outside engagements during the other month. This is
certainly a topic which we should discuss freely and openly at the November meeting.
Your suggestion about studying the shelter situation is a good one. To bring the matter to the fore
I would not see it out of order for Louis to write a resolution to the effect outlined in your letter.
October 10, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Jean,
Guess what! I have obtained another dues-paying member for the M. A. T. C. Perhaps the
problem is not so great as Clair and I anticipated as we kidded you here in the front room last
week!
I am also enclosing a check for $25 as the Outing Club contribution to a good cause. I was
particularly pleased with the picture on the front page of the News as well as the items within
about Myron. The development of his philosophy in his last report was worthy of being placed in
italics.
I am enclosing still further a write-up which I have made on last Sunday’s expedition. You said
you’d be interested in one for the News. It also occurred to me that you might be able to use a
picture; consequently I am sending two, one showing the large group bolting off up the trail as
we left the busses and the other from timber line looking down toward Eddy Pond. We had a
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reporter with us on the trip. She didn’t get back in time get a picture into Monday’s Sun, but
there a short article. The enclosed picture appeared Tuesday. She is now working on a feature
article for the Magazine Section of the Journal; will send you a copy when it comes out. So, you
see we did get some local coverage. Am also enclosing material from the Student, the campus
publication.
October 11, 1952. Franklin Sargent, Phillips, Maine [Firewarden on Bigelow], to Louis
Chorzempa. [Hand-written copy of original]
Dear Louis:
Glad to hear from you. Everything is fine on Bigelow. I missed seeing you this year. I think you
were up twice last year. But I expect there has been plenty to do at other points.
I haven’t heard of any work on Bigelow except that which you spoke of. I’m glad you repainted
from Stratton brook to Bigelow Village. They did have some trouble there this summer.
Two weeks ago I covered the trail from here to the other end of Little Bigelow, and it is in pretty
good shape. Down here about 2 miles where the trail swings right to go over Little Bigelow one
or two girls followed the old abandoned Dead River route to the lake. The “Abandoned” sign
was in such a position it could easily be missed so I put it up with the other signs. Hope you
don’t mind. I also covered the Mt. Abraham side trail from Mt. Abraham to the top of Sugarloaf,
and then down the ski trail. The side trail has not been cleared as you probably know. The trail
from Spaulding Lean-to is very good.
They have had quite a little trouble where that 90° left turn is opposite the Ledge House. It seems
[Missing Page]
Trail data recorded by Robert W. Hayman enroute from Mt. Katahdin Sept. 28, to Maine
Highway 4, Oct. 12.
Trail for the most part is very good.
Section from East Branch of Pleasant River to West Branch Ponds road is rather overgrown with
not too many blazes. Particularly poor after crossing Logan Brook. Just a few blazes would be
very helpful. Also after going by the lumber camp.
The poorest section is after crossing Sandy Stream and Middle Carry Pond. The Trail is so
overgrown due to lumbering that it is just about impossible to follow. Until it is corrected
running a compass line is the travelers best alternative.
October 13, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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I was just sitting down to write you when your letter arrived with the nice check for the Myron
H. Avery Memorial Fund and the new member. Thanks a lot for both. They will be duly
acknowledged by the proper officer in due course.
You are certainly "going to town" on the new memberships; let’s hope the available candidates
continue to show up in your office. As soon as I get caught up a bit and Thekla quits working
nights (which she has been doing for the past week), she and I are going to start our campaign. I
think that by spring we can have enough annual members to give the Club the financial
underpinning it needs.
I remember meeting Bob Crandall at one of the meetings--seems to me it was the very first in
Lewiston--and I was quite impressed with him. It is to be hoped that he does get located in
Maine.
The two young men whose addresses I was to get for you are:
Frank T. Gutmann, 120 Highland Avenue, Auburn, Maine. {B15A Morrow Hall, Amherst,
Mass.}
He was at Camp Winona in 1950 and Hank Childs took him on the trail work trip to Little
Wilson. After working there and with the Piscataquis Fish and Game group (which joined them
on the weekend), he wrote to become a member and said he liked trail work and wanted to do
some. In the ensuing correspondence it developed that he was attending Phillips Exeter so only
had the summers free, but thought he might manage to make connections with some group
anyway. I passed his name to several officers but do not believe anyone got in touch with him.
J. Fremont Joy, 70 Googin Street, Lewiston, Maine.
He was the good-looking, quiet young man brought to the meeting of the Directors by Mr.
Theberge, who wanted to organize the Scout work on a definite basis. Unfortunately, about the
time they were ready to get started, he had to go in the Army. He is supposed to be out this fall.
I do not know whether he has come home yet or not, but you might inquire. I made some
inquiries about him and everyone agreed he was most capable and extremely interested. He, like
Mr. Gutmann, is a dues-paying member of the M.A.T.C. He had another friend, whose name
escapes me now, who said two and a half years ago that he wanted to do trail work and help out
but that he was already signed up for the army and would he leaving Lewiston in a few days, but
on his return would he available. Mr. Joy may remember who it was -- or I can look back in my
old records and get the name the next time I am at headquarters.
In fact, I think I will look over the registration books and pick out those who were not from Bates
and send you the addresses and names, as they might be interested in joining a new young group.
Thanks a lot for the clippings, pictures and account of the Saddleback trip. I will use the account
you wrote, in the January issue of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. I would like to use the
picture on the front cover, but I have already promised Jim Denton, Vice Chairman of the
Conference, that I will use a picture of the scenery on the new re-location he is making at the
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

151

same time I use his announcement of the relocation. I think that is to be ready for the January
issue. But if it isn't, I can use the picture also. If Jim's stuff is ready, then I might use the picture
alone, later. Both of them are good, but I think the one with just the few, going up, is the best for
a cut.
I have already started things to see that you get a copy of the Nova Scotia history for the schools.
It will be yours to keep. (I have already read it, and have several old and large histories of Nova
Scotia for the period of my interests. This one interested me merely because of its approach. A
similar thing for each state would be good.)
Marion Park had left for her long-postponed vacation just the day before I finally reached
Washington (having been slightly delayed en route). When she returns we will check up and
prepare a complete list of the M.A.T.C. membership and send it to you. Thekla says she will fix
up a duplicate of the "Minute Book" she sent Clair and send it to you; it may take her a week or
so to do it, since she is pretty busy just now, and is also taking over Marion's job, during her
absence, of keeping an eye on headquarters and synchronizing the activities of the various
assistant secretaries there.
I think this covers most of the points I wanted to mention, except to say that I enjoyed ever so
much having the chance to talk to you and Maryllyn and I now feel we are beginning to get
acquainted. It was such a pleasure to have you all come to the hotel to lunch, and I enjoyed the
night (not "evening" since it was 2 A.M. when I left) with you all and Clair also.
When you let me know which weekend your I.O.C.A. meeting is, so we will know the week end
free for the meeting, I can make plans accordingly. By the way, had I known in time that my
nephew had just been transferred to Fort Devens, I might have asked if you could take him along
on your Saddleback trip. Would that have been entirely out of line? He is a bare twenty-one
(birthday day after tomorrow), but young for his age in many ways. He is over six feet tall,
weighs 175 lbs., and loves the woods and to work on lean-tos, etc. He enlisted in the Army
Communications Service last June, having gotten tired of waiting for them to draft him, and has
just been sent to Fort Devens for six to ten months training. Seems to be somewhat at loose ends
on weekends.
October 15, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
I have received a letter from Mr. Franklin Sargent, Firewarden on Mt. Bigelow, dated Oct. 11,
together with a letter by Mr. Robert W. Hayman recording his observations along the
Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Highway 4, which Mr. Sargent forwarded to me. These
letters contain so much information on trail conditions that I am sending copies of both letters to
you, Mr. Sidney Tappan, and Mr. Reeves.
October 15, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Franklin Sargent, Phillips, Maine. [Hand-written]
Dear Franklin:
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Thanks very much for your letter of Oct. 11, which I have read and re-read to absorb the
information contained in it.
When I last saw the left turn opposite the Ledge House that you referred to, a tree had been felled
across the old trail leading down to the lake, and it was well blocked off. That was in May, 1951.
Either this has been moved or some hikers may not have the revised trail data concerning the
new relocated trail and thus persist in going down to the lake in spite of the marking to the
contrary. I will keep in mind to put a sign at this point at my first opportunity. There is already a
double blaze and metal marker marking this turn.
Thanks for setting the sign “abandoned” in a more conspicuous place at the junction of the
Appalachian Trail and the former Dead River Route, so that hikers will see the sign and not use
the former Dead River Route. I do not recall the sign and it may be something that Scoutmaster
Flagg put up this summer.
Mr. Reeves and I painted and did some rough clearing on the Mt. Abraham side trail in July,
1951. Hope to get some real work done on it next year.
Am glad to hear that the trail on Little Bigelow is in pretty good shape.
The observations of Mr. Robert Hayman on his trip from Katahdin to Highway 4 are very
helpful. I will see to it that these observations are passed on to the proper persons who maintain
these sections so that the bad spots can be corrected as soon as possible.
I wish to express my appreciation for the time you have taken to pass on to me your observations
along the Appalachian Trail and also those of Mr. Robert Hayman.
Copies to Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson Reeves
October 15, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Clair Sawtelle. [Hand-written]
Dear Clair:
I have just received information concerning your section which I am passing on to you, since the
statement of trail conditions may aid in carrying out your work trips on the parts of your section
where it is most needed.
A Mr. Robert W. Hayman, enroute from Katahdin Sept. 28 to Maine Highway 4, Oct. 12,
submitted the following observations: “the poorest section is after crossing Sandy Stream and
Middle Carry Pond. The Trail is so overgrown due to lumbering that it is just about impossible to
follow. Until it is corrected running a compass line is the travelers best alternative.”
I also had a letter from a Mr. John G. Ochab of New Jersey, who traveled this section from South
to North earlier in the season but did not report any particular difficulty in following the trail on
this section.
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However, two Farmington Boy Scouts, who made a 282-mile hike from Katahdin to Gorham in
1951, reported getting off the trail near Middle Carry Pond. This does indicate an area where
difficulty could be encountered.
Am looking forward to seeing you at the Fall meeting.
Copies to Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W. Reeves
October 16, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Jean,
Many thanks for your full letter of the 13th. I shall act on those sections where necessary. I do
hope we may get a young group going again here in town. Shall also follow up on Frank
Gutmann.
Wish I’d known about your nephew a few days ago; we could have invited him to go on the
Baldpate trip which we’re conducting this week end. why don’t you send me his address;
possibly we can invite him to some event or other about the campus.
The IOCA conference has been set for November 15—16. Since we’re to have only a Sunday
meeting, we could still do it the 16th if that would be more convenient for you. My running mate
as Faculty Adviser to the O. C, said she’d be glad to cover the conference on Sunday if I’d go
down Friday night and Saturday. Incidentally, I’d like to show the work film which has just been
revised, also any other film which you might have on the trail. Would it be too much to ask you
to speak to Mrs. Jacobs about this detail? It would save me a letter; perhaps she’d better drop me
a postal to confirm the date.
Thanks for the thought on the Nova Scotia book. From what you say, possibly I have a field for
some action. Did I tell you that I had rewritten one portion of my thesis for The N.E. Social
Studies Bulletin and am doing one for the Bulletin of Business History and the New England
Quarterly. Of course, still hoping the local historical society will come through on the
publication of the entire thing (rewritten, of course) but the wheels of the gods sometimes
revolve slowly…however inexorably!
Shall appreciate your setting of the date at as early a moment as possible so I can go through the
necessary motions in staking out a claim to the Women’s Union. Looking forward to seeing you
again soon…
October 17, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
Many thanks for your card of Oct. 17 about your trip on Saddleback Oct. 5. Lawson told me
previously that you were planning this trip. Your information facilitates my records on the A.T.
in Western Maine. I presume that you know I have been compiling accurate and comprehensive
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reports on trail conditions and trail data throughout Western Maine the past few years. Have also
made a study of the Trail and surrounding terrain from Moxie Pond to the Maine-New
Hampshire line, having personally traveled all this territory (except for Section 16), so that I
could better perform my duties as Overseer of Trails in the Western part of the state.
I would like to suggest that instead of having assistant overseers of trails, we should have, for the
time being at least, two Overseers of Trails to be known as: Overseer of Trails, Western Maine;
and Overseer of Trails, Eastern Maine (Mr. Sidney N. Tappan). The matter of the location of the
Trail, its route and policies in connection therewith, should be under the direct supervision of the
Overseers of Trails in their respective districts, with the President coordinating all functions. In
assigning Sponsors to sections of the Appalachian Trail, whether by the Overseers, Directors, or
other Officers, final decision should be by the President.
I believe the above requisites are necessary so that we can more efficiently perform the duties of
our office. I would say that the Overseers of Trails spend more actual time on the trail attending
to trail matters than most of the other officers. Mr. Tappan puts in close to three weeks on the
Trail in Eastern Maine. In 1950 and 1951 I put in more than 20 actual days on trail work each
year. This year has been somewhat less, 8 days, but had additional help from former firewardens
Roy Cushman, and Clifford [sic] Bradley, who went on work trips with me this summer.
Mr. Clifford Bradley, Farmington, Me., is former proprietor of Reddington Pond Camps, and
also served 5 years as firewarden on Saddleback Mtn. (1941 to 1946). He is thoroughly
acquainted with this territory, interested in the A.T. and should certainly be added as a
maintaining member in the M.A.T.C. this Fall. He is an excellent woodsman and well
experienced in trail clearing. I will try to bring him down to our Fall meeting.
I will be glad to get your report on trail conditions over Baldpate Mtn. so I can compare them
with my observations in June.
I believe I mentioned to you my intention to repaint this entire section (Baldpate) this year when
I obtained 5 quarts of white paint from you last spring. Part of this paint I used in repainting
from Bigelow Village to the top of Sugarloaf and around Stratton Brook Flowage. I also had
some paint left from the previous year on these sections.
I made a full report on my two work trips on Baldpate in June to Myron in my last letter to him
dated July 9, which he answered July 11, and said he was forwarding the reports to Miss
Stephenson.
Since you are to be our new helmsman, I shall give you here a report on what was done on
Baldpate Mtn. this summer.
On June 15, I put in 14 hrs. working on the trail with Roy Cushman, from the Andover-B Hill
Road to the summit of East Peak. We painted the trail (3.72 m.), put up 28 metal markers (14
each way), put up a new board sign on the summit, No. 266, bolted to angle iron post.
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I placed a new notebook in the registration cylinder and removed the old one which was filled
up, and which I have mailed to Miss Stephenson. We were the first ones to register this year.
At the Frye Brook Lean-to, we put up a Latrine and Tin Can sign, hastily recleared the trail to the
Latrine and blue-blazed it, repainted the water sign on the rock, and put up a wooden Forestry
Service Campsite sign on the lean-to.
We cut out all logs and blowdowns except 7 large old logs (15 in. and over) which are flat on the
ground. These are thru the hardwoods from about (1 m. to 2 ¾ m. N. to S.) before reaching the
conifers. Also cut back the evergreens widening the trail in a number of places descending from
the East Peak to the hardwoods and we did a little rough clearing in blind spots thru the
hardwoods and at bad turns.
There are still small conifers that need cutting out with pruning shears and the trail needs general
improving and widening. The first 1 ½ miles from the highway to old dam on Frye Brook is
grown up considerably with bushes and needs a lot of work with pruning shears.
On June 28 I put in 12 hrs. working on the trail with Clifton Bradley from Grafton Notch to the
summit of East Peak. We put up two new board signs at the highway (Nos. 268 and 269) bolted
to a flat iron post.
At the Grafton Notch Lean-to we changed the direction of the Tin Can and Latrine sign, built a
rough latrine and cleared and blue-blazed the side trail to it.
We cut out all the logs and blowdowns except 5 old logs which are flat on the ground (2 of these
are 18 in. yellow birch). A number of new blowdowns had come down thru the blowdown area
but most of our work was ascending West Peak from the brook at (5.3 m. N. to S.). We repainted
the trail from 6 m. (N. to S.) thru the blowdown area to summit of East Peak (about 2 miles) (the
½ mile thru the blowdown area was also painted last Oct. when Lawson and I were there). Also
put up 10 metal markers from Brook (5.3 m. N. to S.) to summit of East Peak (5 each way). The
old paint blazes on rocks and ledges from West Peak to East Peak were badly faded and in some
cases gone. This section of trail and over Little Baldpate needs repainting about every 3 years.
Rock cairns are good. We rebuilt a few. A week-end could easily be spent improving and
widening the trail as some spots are badly ingrown. There are no important guidebook changes.
I will keep you informed of progress in Western Maine in the future, as I have done in the past
with Myron.
Will see you at the meeting in Nov.
Copy to: Mr. Sidney N. Tappan
October 19, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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I hasten to reply to your letter of October 16th.
November 23 will suit me just as well as Nov. 16, and it will suit Marion even better. Thekla
Stephan is not sure yet that she can go either date, and suggests she be left out of the
"accounting” in determining on the date. As you will be pretty busy on Friday and Saturday
before Nov. 16, I suggest that we agree in November 23, if that suits Clair and Lawson.
Unless I hear from you to the contrary., I will assume it will be November 23, and make my
plans accordingly. I will probably leave here on November 16, however, as I have to spend
several days in Hartford and also a couple in Boston, on the way up.
I understood from Clair that as soon as you let him know the date he would send out the
necessary letters to all the Executive Committee, etc.
I tried to call Eleanor Jacobs just now, but apparently she is out. I will call her tomorrow and ask
her to send you a card confirming the date for the Trail Technique reel. I know you can have it,
for only last week we were discussing certain uses for it and she had no bookings in November.
We have another reel but it will have to be examined before we can send it out (since it has just
come back to us after being out for a long, long time) and also one of our members has one taken
on a work trip in Maine but showing mostly the "lighter" side, that is the hiking, swimming,
canoeing, etc. instead of work. If I can get hold of it, we can send it also. I will let you know.
If there is anything from here you think: we should bring up with us, let me know. Marion got
back last night and as soon as we can catch up on other matters, we will make up lists, reports,
etc. and send to you, or bring them along. Thekla Stephan is going to make up a duplicate of
Clair's minute book for you, I expect otherwise things are pretty well on hand.
Be seeing you before too long - but if anything comes up before then, let me know.
October 20, 1952. Eleanor Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Ave., Bethesda 14, Maryland, to Roy
Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Professor Fairfield,
Jean Stephenson told me you wanted the Trail Technique Film for Nov. 14, 15 and 16. The film
is available at that time and I am asking the previous user (Mr. H. Hansell Ritter, 134 West Mr.
Airy Ave., Philadelphia 19, Pa.) to send the film to you on or before the 3rd of November. I am
asking him to send it by Parcel Post, Special Handling so that it should reach you well in
advance of your showing date. The film is now on one reel and you should arrange for a machine
which will accommodate a 1600 ft. reel (16mm) to project it.
I would appreciate your letting me know the number of showings and approximate number of
people to see the film. When you are finished with it please return it to me at my Bethesda
address insured for $200.
October 20, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Louis Chorzempa.
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Dear Louis,
I told you I’d give you a report on trail condition on Baldpate.
Well, sixty students and two faculty members went over the mountain yesterday, or should I say
that they started over. Two “crumped out” on us within a half hour, one with a nose bleed and
the other weak from having given a pint of blood in a local blood drive last week.
All went well until we reached the West Peak, at which time it began to snow,,,and HARD! I’d
have given my left arm to have had a walkie-talkie (something the O.C. may adopt for use on
mass trips!!) with me so as to have contacted the leader who was up and over the top before the
blizzard set in. Since I (taking up the rear with five slower students) did not, we had to go ahead.
Never was so frightened in my life as when we scaled those rock slabs on the west side of East
Peak; it was a hands-and-knees affair. Managed to holler back and cut off four of the stragglers,
sending them back to Highway 26. Meanwhile, our real trouble was only beginning. After
turning to the left to go down the north face, we could not follow the cairns the wind was so
strong, and the snow so blinding, and the cairns so poorly constructed. After about five to ten
minutes of scouting we finally found the trail as it went into the timber, and from there on down
to the end of the snow it was touch and go to keep two of the freezing girls in motion, especially
over those crevices! To be perfectly honest about it, it was a close as I care to come to perishing
on a mountain top!
The trail is not too bad for the first mile up from H 26, but it could stand some intense work from
the top of that first knob to the crossing of the brook at 1.9. My chief recommendation, however,
pertains to cairns. If ours was a crucial test, and I hope I’ve convinced you that it was (!), there
should be more frequent cairns on the north sides of both East and West peaks. This is the way
from which the snow could be expected to blow most often in a similar situation. Those four
students who went back from the sag between East and West said they had a difficult time
finding the way. Also, I’d suggest some intensive axe work to "open up" the “timber” at those
crucial points. Perhaps a four-foot cairn at each of these entrances would eliminate the problem
to some degree. I feel rather strongly about this, for we might have been up there yet if we'd been
unable to locate those spots.
The annual growth should be attended to before next summer. There are six or seven bad
blowdowns (cross-cut saw required) between mile markers 3 and 2. We didn't see these
particular markers, but that is the general area.
Looking forward to seeing you in November…
{We are enclosing a Memorandum on a book we propose to write. We should appreciate any
consideration you can give to our project.}
P.S.S.—Much later, in fact, Oct. 21:
Just received your letter, Louis; many thanx. I’m glad I hadn’t sent this along, for I wouldn’t
want you to think that I reacted negatively to the entire Baldpate section! I noticed that the trail
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had been recently repainted. As a matter of fact the rear group commented upon it several times,
for it was mighty reassuring to see those marks in the small conifers once our scare was over.
I think you have a good point regarding the title for the overseers; I can see no objection to your
suggestion. I shall bring the matter up at our November meeting (Nov. 23) so you will not be
embarrassed about it. May I say that I am not the only officer who is grateful for the way in
which you have given yourself to the A.T. in the past few years.
October 20, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair,
Just received a letter from Jean Stephenson saying that November 23 seemed to be the best time
for her to come North for our meeting. This is all right for me and I have reserved the Smoking
Room of the Women’s Union from 1 to 6 P. M. for that day. The Women’s Union, incidentally,
is on Frye Street (#29), should you want to include this information in your notification memo.
To save time I’m writing a postal to Lawson and Louis, asking, them if this is O.K. with them. If
not, they should contact you immediately before you pass the word around formally.
October 20, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Guy P. Butler, Executive Manager, Maine Publicity
Bureau, Gateway Circle, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
I am glad to learn from your letter of October 17 that the Highway Department is willing to put
up signs where the Appalachian Trail crosses State Highways. The Commonwealth of Virginia
Highway Department did this some twelve years ago, and it met with much approval from the
touring public.
I have noted on a State Highway Map the various crossings, and enclose it. I am also enclosing
two pages listing such crossings and giving detailed descriptions as to where the signs should be
put and the direction they should point. These will probably be sufficient for the purpose.
I expect to be in Maine in November, and will probably be in Augusta for a day or so. If you
will send me the name of the gentleman to see in the Highway department, I will take with me
some detailed maps (of which I have only one copy) and from them and my own knowledge
“pin-point” on the Department’s large-scale Master Maps the exact point each sign should go.
You did not mention the wording they expect to use. I assume, however, it will merely be “The
Appalachian Trail” with a pointer in the appropriate direction. I can, of course, discuss this with
them in November.
We certainly appreciate the interest you have taken in arranging for the Highway Department to
mark the Trail. More and more persons who are on motor trips to Maine and Canada plan on the
party they drive with dropping them at a Trail crossing, taking a trip of one to fourteen days, and
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being picked up at an agreed on Trail crossing at the end of that time. Such signs will be most
useful for such purpose.
If you need any further information, please let me know.
Copies sent to: Louis Chorzempa, Sidney Tappan, Clair Sawtelle, Roy Fairfield
October 20, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson. {Sunday, Oct. 19, 1952.}
Dear Jean,
Many thinks for your letter. I’ve passed the word on to Clair after having reserved the Women’s
Union at 29 Frye St. for 1-6 P.M. Nov. 23rd. Feel quite sure this will be O.K. all around, but
you’ll know soon if it is not. Thanks on contacting Mrs. Jacobs.
Tis letter answers yours immediately, because I think I may have a postscript on our Saddleback
[Baldpate] Trip and thus make the title more meaningful! Though I’ve never been a publicity
hound, I’m not sure that I’ll not become one if we have many more days like yesterday!
We left here at 8:45 yesterday morning under clearing skies and with a promise of ‘‘fair and
warmer” from the weatherman. Before reaching Bethel the sun came through to add touch of
beauty to the otherwise fading foliage. By the time we had reached Grafton Notch, however,
clouds were beginning to whip over Old Speck, dumping a shower on us as we left the two
busses, sixty strong. A student leader, well prepared with trail instructions set off for the top of
Baldpate at a rapid pace with the two faculty advisers bringing up the rear to coax the slow
students on. We all ate lunch together at 1.9 miles then became spread out again before reaching
West Peak. By the time we reached the relatively protected summit of West Peak the hail had
stopped and it was beginning to snow. Having no walkie-talkie (something we may adopt in the
future for such mass onslaughts of the A.T.) we in the rear had no way to communicate with the
head of the line, by that time at the summit of East Peak. Knowing that the busses were going
around to wait for us at the end of the 7.2 mile section, we felt compelled to go, lest the group at
the front worry about what had happened to us.
When the last seven members of the group began the ascent of East Peak, the rock slabs making
up its west surface were extremely slippery. It was a hands-and-knees proposition. But the
descent of the north wall of the peak caused the most hardship, By this time, about 1:30 P.M., the
wind had reached 30-40 miles an hour and was blowing the snow horizontally across the summit,
In the face, of these bitter elements, with the thermometer falling rapidly, we worked from cairn
to cairn, only to lose our way just as we were about to plunge down the last steep surface into the
timber. We were all a bit frightened at this point, but some exploration about the giant rock slabs
eventually located the trail. Then, with the wind still biting through to the bone and couple of the
women becoming virtually numbed by the cold, we slipped and slid for a quarter of a mile. At
several points in the crevice filled trail we worked safely along only by forming a human chain
and passing first one and then another of the seven down the rocks. The entire experience was
harrowing; for, despite the beauty of the snow-laden evergreens one could not forget that these
mountains had claimed human beings under similar circumstances in the past. One person
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remarked later that the building of more cairns on that crucial north wall might save the
construction of crosses! It WAS that bad. But by coaxing the cold ones, who might have stayed
there if they could, we managed to get down without any serious damage. The advisers of the
Outing Club learned several lessons from the experience, believe me! Either luck, will power,
intelligence, or Divine Providence (or perhaps a mixture of them all) were with us. In fact,
except for one sprained ankle on the Saddleback trip 187 people travelled 12 miles of A. T.
without serious injury.
Yours for bigger and better climbs, but with the advantage of greater maturity.
P.S. Hope never to come so close to perishing again on a mountain. Snatches: reaching in pocket
to see if matches were dry when we lost our way; blue hands of Pat Pennington; chilled form of
Iona Burke standing against King Hempel high on a rock against the blizzard Ann Chesebro’s
worried face; her saying afterward that it seemed like a nightmare; the chilled and seemingly
benumbed minds of Pat and Iona who did not want to go on at one point; walking barefooted into
the restaurants of Bethel; ditto across campus, feet so wet and cold; the feeling of hot water in
the shower!
Les and Maryalice up for tea and cake and chatter before we went to bed at 11.
October 23, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy,
I have received your letter dated Oct. 20, and appreciate very much what you have written.
It is good to get a report on the trail under such adverse weather conditions as you encountered
on Baldpate, so that in the future we can prepare the trail to take care of such situations which
may occasionally come up. Knowing of your proposed trip I often thought of your group last
Sunday, and wondered whether you had started early enough to get over the top before the
blizzard set in.
I thoroughly agree with you that there is still much work left to do on this section, as I mentioned
in my letter which you received Oct. 21. As you noticed in my letter, I referred that the needed
work was mainly cutting of bushes and widening of the Trail, as we had already done most of the
other work. The trail over the top was well painted, but as most of the paint blazes are on the
rocks and ledges, I can readily see that when these were covered by a skim of snow, all you had
left to rely on were the rock cairns and the few paint blazes on the scrub growth. The cairns on
Baldpate are relatively small. Under the conditions you encountered it must have been very
difficult to follow. Am certainly glad to hear that everybody made it without any serious
mishaps.
You made no mention of the register on Baldpate, so I take it everybody felt that wasn’t worth a
stop in such weather.
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I will make a note in my records, so at least one trip can be spent this next summer in building up
an uninterrupted trail of large, tall, rock cairns, from the summit of West Peak, over East Peak,
and as far as Little Baldpate, a distance of 1 ½ miles. These should be fairly close together and
we will make a special note to put them in spots where the trail enters scrub growth along the
way, and trim the growth well back in those spots.
In my 4 trips over Baldpate Mtn. since 1949, I have noted only three remaining mile markers:
Nos. 1, 5, 6. The others have apparently faded and been lost. The only way to restore them now,
would be to go over the section with a measuring wheel.
P.S. I will pass your letter along to Lawson, so he may read of your experiences over Baldpate.
October 23, 1952. Lawson Reeves to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
Had a card from Roy Fairfield yesterday in regards to the date of the Officers meeting for Nov.
23rd. This date is satisfactory to both Louis and myself.
I am also enclosing copies of the resolutions that the committee has prepared, so that we can
have a clearer picture before the meeting as to what the committee had in mind. When Louis and
I talked with Jean and Helon they both talked of a general meeting rather than just an officers
meeting and that is the assumption that the resolutions committee worked on. It is true that with
an officer's meeting, it will be easier to get organized. On the other hand, it doesn’t look so good
to have an election of officers, even on a temporary basis, with just the officers present. It makes
it self perpetuating. However, I do not think that anyone will object. It just goes to show the
need of something more defined in the By-Laws.
Roy asked Louis to prepare a resolution in regards to appointing a committee to study the shelter
situation. Louis has not done this as yet but will before the meeting.
cc. Roy Fairfield
October 26, 1952. Clair Sawtelle to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Thanks for your letter. Have received confirmation from Lawson and Lewis that the 23rd of
November is all right with them, so am sending out official notices accordingly. In view of the
nomination by the Committee of Manford Knowles as a Director, would it be in line to invite
him to attend the meeting? If you think so, will send him a notice. I don’t have his address.
{OK}
October 29, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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Thanks for the advance notice on the date of the meeting. Marion and I have arranged to come
up, probably arriving in Lewiston about 2:45 Saturday afternoon, although we might not come in
until on the 8:40 P.M. Anyhow, we will be there that night, so will be in ample time for a
meeting at 1 P.M. Sunday. I spoke to Eleanor Jacobs about the movie, and it has now been
mailed to you. The other reel I mentioned is not in suitable shape for showing until it has been
fixed.
I read with much interest your account of the Baldpate trip and certainly will add it to the report
on the Saddleback one. You all were very lucky, but having been lucky, it is probably a trip that
the final seven will remember and talk about when other trips have been forgotten. It isn't a bad
idea for such a thing to happen every now and then, for otherwise we can so easily forget how
suddenly a change in weather can create actual danger. People used to often object to Myron
over our habit of warning people of hazards, etc., but once they had an experience like yours they
agree whole-heartedly that the warning is wise, even if some people are lucky enough to go all
their lives without having any reason to realize what it really means.
I finally dug out the name of the Maine Outing Club Faculty Advisor. It is Dr. Frederick T.
Martin, Maine Outing Club, Amherst Hall, Orono, Maine. Do you want to write him or
telephone him or anything prior to the meeting?
I have just heard from Clair Sawtelle, who needs some stationery (which we have promptly
sent). He also asked for Manfred [sic] Knowles address, thinking maybe he should be asked to
the meeting. I certainly agree. If there is anyone else whom you think will be a responsible
worker, I would suggest you ask Clair to send them a notice. I had meanwhile sent Clair a list of
the members, and also one to Dr. Will Sawyer. I enclose a copy for you. You will note that I had
made a mistake. I had asked Marion how many annual members we had and she said (I thought)
30, but I misunderstand - she said we had $30 from them, i.e. 10 members. That doesn't bother us
much for it only means we will have to get 90 instead of 70, and we got one more here and your
two, mean only 87 more to go! Once we get time to get started on it, it will go fast, I think.
I am working hard on the "copy" for the Maine Guidebook, which should go to the printer in
December. I will have some questions for you and Louis on it when I come up.
"Be seeing you!"
P.S.
Thanks for your offer to have "Sonny" come up to something or join you on some trips. He was
down this week end on a three-day pass, and we had a long talk over the telephone. I did not see
him since his parents live in a suburb some 12 miles out, and his sister lives five miles further,
and by the time he saw them, attended to some matters for his father, etc. and visited around a bit
out there, there was no time to come on into Washington.
He tells me that on weekends and over holidays he must stay within 200 miles of camp, but he
figured it out and Lewiston and even Baldpate is within that limit, so that would be fine. He is
wondering a bit about the transportation connections, as on the normal Saturdays he cannot leave
camp until 6 P.M, (although he need not be back until 10 A.M. Monday), and he is afraid bus
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and train connections on Saturday may be bad. On holiday week ends or those in lieu of
holidays, he gets away earlier. Anyway when he gets back: he is going to look up possible means
of travel and connections so if you do notify of anything he can join you in, he will know at once
whether he can make it.
His address is
Pvt. Guy B. Stephenson, Jr., RA 13431924
Co. "D". TASATH Stn. Bn.
8622 A.A.U.
Fort Devens, Mass.
Copies sent to: Louis Chorzempa, Sidney Tappan, Clair Sawtell, Roy Fairfield
November 10, 1952. Dick Lamb, Philadelphia, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written postcard]
Dear Roy,
Early last week I arrived home safely after having finished walking the full 2,050 miles of the
“A.T.” Let me share with you now my foremost recollections of picturesque New England,
where I scaled Mt. Katahdin after sleepless night due to frost; got drafted by a ranger to fight a
local forest fire; was awakened at dawn by a curious deer overhead; swam in a few of Maine’s
many secluded lakes; clambered through ice-cooled caves in Mahoosuc Gorge; camped on Mt.
Washington to behold breath-taking sunrise; crept across cloud-enveloped peaks in rain at
nightfall; hiked also the whole 261 miles of the Long Trail; encountered an untimely blizzard in
New York State; coped with sub-freezing weather in New Jersey; and walked over leaf-strewn
trails on Blue Mt., enroute home.
Retrospectively, your hiking friend…
Undated, 1952. Pvt. Guy B. (“Sonny”) Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy-You don’t know me personally, but probably heard of me through my Aunt, Miss Jean
Stephenson. My name is Guy B. Stephenson and Aunt Jean suggested that I write and let you
know what kind of time I have to myself as you had invited me to come up to Bates and go out
with the Club. I am free from 6 Saturday evening until 10 Monday morning. If you have any
thing doing in the future and want me to come up let me know. (This is Confidential. I am
looking for a good looking and nice young lady to take out while I am up here. So if you can
help me out I will appreciate it.) I know you as a man can appreciate it.
November 16, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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Thanks for inviting my nephew up to Lewiston for this week-end. Not only do I appreciate it for
his sake, hut it solved one of my problems in getting to Lewiston for the meeting.
Due to delays at the printer's, the Appalachia meeting was postponed until November 22, so I
could not get away from Boston until after 5:30 P.M. As you know, the Gull does not run on
Saturday, so Marion (who is coming up to Boston on Saturday) and I were faced with the
unpleasant experience of taking a train to Portland, waiting there an hour and a half and taking
that late bus into Lewiston arriving about 12:30 A.M., which meant we would not get to bed until
nearly 2 A.M.
Providing nothing happens so Sonny can't get away from camp, he has arranged for a car. He can
leave there at 6:30 P.M., as soon as they are dismissed for the day. He starts at once for
Lewiston, and stops at Lawrence railroad station and picks up Marion and me, we having gone
out from Boston on the 6 P.M. train. So we get into Lewiston in time to get to bed at a reasonable
hour! So you can see I am doubly grateful. This will not interfere with any arrangements you and
Sonny have made for his time, and it does help me out a lot.
So Marion and I will be at the Hotel DeWitt from about 10 P.M. Saturday night. I have written
Louis Chorzempa about some other matters and told him that we would be there, so that possibly
when he and Lawson come down they may look us up. I have some questions of Trail data for
the new edition of the Guide to check with Louis and maybe he will want to do it before the
meeting.
We are bringing up all sorts of notes of things that should be planned or arranged, so things can
function smoothly. (By the way, I am going to suggest that instead of Thekla Stephan being an
"Assistant Secretary", we appoint her to the office of Corresponding Secretary. I found a few
days ago that was how the Green Mountain Club managed the situation we face, of wanting a
man to attend to the important matters of representing the Club, being the "official" who signs
the documents with the President (when there are any to sign), and have a name on the
letterhead, and yet not be burdened with the trivial correspondence, inquires as to where to hike,
inventories of publications, distribution of paint and supplies, and the million things required to
keep the office work in order. They have one of their most distinguished members as Secretary
and then have Miss Tye for a Corresponding Secretary who attends to the office work. We could
well follow suit.)
Looking forward to seeing you,
I leave this afternoon for Hartford (Hotel Bondmore) until Wednesday, then Bellevue Hotel.
Boston.
November 18, 1952. Thekla G. Stephan to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
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I mailed to you, on Saturday, a Record Book of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. This is a
duplicate of the book which I prepared for Mr. Sawtelle a few weeks ago, and is intended for
your own use. I trust it will reach you safely and in time for your meeting next Sunday.
I am enclosing herewith a typed set of Trail Reports; these were copied from the reports which
were submitted by Mr. Sidney Tappan, Louis Chorzempa and Miss Stephenson, and cover the
work done on the A.T. during the summer of 1952.
I have retained here the original, typed set of these reports for insertion in the permanent record
book which is maintained here. I am sending a full set to Miss Stephenson, as well as copies to
Mr. Tappan and Mr. Chorzempa covering the portions of the Trail which they covered.
I hope that you will have a successful meeting.
November 19, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Jean,
Just a note to say that I received your letter and am glad things are working out well insofar as
getting to Lewiston is concerned. I am writing to give Sonny instructions for finding the roller
skating pavilion, but just in case the letter does not reach him in time: the skating rink is at the
Fair Grounds on Upper Main Street. Anybody can direct him to it. He’ll probably save time by
going directly there, then coming back here after the party is over. I regret that my own plans
have changed since I last wrote him. I had originally intended to “cover” the skating party as a
chaperone, but an unexpected opportunity arose for a special occasion in Portland. Thus, I shall
be in Portland, probably until midnight. Shall have things arranged for Sonny, however, so he
can return here to get cleared up on details.
Received the complete records of the meetings from Thekla today. Shall acknowledge receiving
them when I can officially welcome her help to the club, I think your idea re: “Corresponding
Secretary” is a good one, and I have passed on the idea to Will Sawyer who is presenting the
slate of officers. Hope I can get through the minutes by Sunday; honestly, this place has been a
mad house of late. I have comitteeitis, studentitis, and fatigue, all wrapped up in one. One of the
other profs and I are organizing a group whose sole function will be to never meet. Want to join?
P.S. Also received Phyllis Blakeley’s book on Nova Scotia. Again, have thumbed through it, but
have had no opportunity to make a penetrating analysis. Shall do so soon. Meanwhile, many
thanks.
November 20, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Frank Gutmann.
Dear Frank:
Your name was given to me by Miss Stephenson, who said that you had worked on the
Appalachian Trail in 1950. I believe that some one of the officers of the club was supposed to
have contacted you, but I guess that it was never done.
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I talked with your mother last night over the phone and she said that you were still interested in
the trail. While I realize that this is the off season, I thought you might be interested in becoming
affiliated with our organization with the view that another spring and summer might bring
opportunities to do maintaining work. The local Alpine Club has slowed down a bit, but some of
us are hoping that some of the younger members of that organization may well form a nucleus
for future responsibility on the trail.
Does the Amherst Outing Club do anything on the Appalachian Trail?
While I shall not be home during the Thanksgiving week end, I expect to be here between
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Possibly we could chat for a few minutes by phone at that time.
We are always looking for co-operative workers and sincerely hope that you will forgive us for
the long delay between your working on the trail and this note soliciting your continued interest.
November 22, 1952. Frank Gutmann, Bl5 Morrow Dormitory Amherst C o 11 e g e,
Amherst, Massachusetts, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thank you very much for your letter. It comes at an opportune time, as I am about to renew my
membership in MATC and am in the process of considering what I shall do next summer. I was
not under the impression that someone was supposed to contact me. Last winter I talked with Mr.
Ovid Theberge (of the Maine Alpine Club?) and made tentative plans to work on the Trail last
June, but I was unable to work after I finished school at Phillips Exeter Academy.
Later in the summer I worked for eight weeks for the Randolph Mountain Club as caretaker for
their hut, Crag Camp, in the White Mountains of New Hampshire.
I certainly am interested in doing work on the Trail. The Amherst Outing Club does not do any;
it is influenced by the proximity to Smith and Mt. Holyoke Colleges and is therefore more social
than functional. I managed to organize one trip to the White Mountains in October, but except
for IOCA outings the club stays pretty close to home. (I believe that the Bates Outing Club
receives a copy of the AOC Log in which this trip is written up.)
I would like to talk with you at Christmas time about work on the Trail. Any time between
Christmas and New Year’s Day will be convenient. I look forward to seeing you then.
November 23, 1952
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC
MINUTES OF MEETING
A meeting of the officers and directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was held Sunday,
November 23, 1952, at the Women's Union, Bates College, 29 Frye Street, Lewiston, Maine.
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Present were Messrs. Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W. Reeves, Helon N. Taylor, Louis Chorzempa,
William H. Sawyer, Percy G. Canham, Clair Sawtelle, and the Misses Jean Stephenson and
Marion Park.
Clair Sawtelle presided as President pro tem. Letter of the Nominating Committee, together with
their list of nominations, as follows:
President, Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Secretary, Clair Sawtelle, Oakland, Maine
Treasurer, Miss Marion Park, Washington, D. C.
Publicity Director and Editor, Miss Jean Stephenson, Washington, I). C.
Corresponding Secretary, Miss Thekla Stephan, Washington, D. C.
Trail Overseers:
East of the Kennebec - Sidney N. Tappan, Beverly, Mass.
West of the Kennebec - Louis Chorzempa, Dryden, Maine
Board of Directors:
1. Ben L. Hadley, Bar Harbor, Maine
2. Manfred [sic] Knowles, Guilford, Maine
3. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine
4. Helon N. Taylor, Millinocket, Maine
5„ (The Fifth Director was left open until the Spring Meeting.)
Discussion was had re the above. The name of Arthur Hatch, of the Franklin County Fish and
Game Association was suggested by Mr. Reeves as a possible candidate for a third Overseer of
Trails [crossed out and “Director” penciled in, with question mark] for the Central section
of the State.
On motion duly made and seconded, the Secretary cast one vote for each of the officers and
directors as recommended by the Nominating Committee.
The newly elected President, Roy P. Fairfield, then took the chair. Discussion re amendment of
the Constitution was had, and it was suggested that that portion dealing with Overseers be
amended to read: "One or more Overseers".
There was a unanimous vote of appreciation to the Nominating Committee for their efforts in
behalf of the Club.
Miss Marion Park presented the Treasurer’s Report, a copy of which is made a part of these
Minutes.
There was an extensive discussion of the Club finances, publications, guidebooks, etc. This
discussion included a detailed report by Miss Jean Stephenson of the Myron H. Avery collection
of Katahdin literature, photographs, etc., and the relationship of the Club to the State Highway
Department, and the State Forestry Department, re campsites, location of lean-tos , etc.
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Director Helon N. Taylor spoke briefly re developments at Katahdin, and the increase in
attendance at the mountain.
After discussion it was unanimously voted that Miss Stephenson take charge of having 5,000
copies of the green sheet "To Those Who Travel The Appalachian Trail in Maine" printed, at an
approximate cost of $35.00; also, to have 5,000 copies of the folder "The Appalachian Trail in
Maine" made by the photo offset process.
Mr. Lawson Reeves reported for the Resolutions Committee, composed of Messrs. Reeves,
Chorzempa, and Fairfield. The Committee submitted seven Resolutions, as follows:
Resolution No. 1:
WHEREAS, Divine Providence has called our colleague, Myron H. Avery, so suddenly
to Himself, and
WHEREAS, Myron H. Avery has for so many years been President of both the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and The Appalachian Trail Conference, and during this time has given
so unstintingly of his time and energy to organize, perfect, and maintain the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, where his services will be missed so much, therefore be it
RESOLVED: That the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, assembled at this
special meeting extend to his widow, Jeanette, and his sons, Robert H., and Haliburton L., our
heartfelt sympathy in the loss of their husband and father, and be it further
RESOLVED: That this resolution be made a part of the Minutes of this meeting and that
a copy be sent to Mrs. Jeanette Avery, to Robert H. Avery, and to Haliburton L. Avery, at 4531 45th Street, N. W., Washington 16, D. C.
Resolution No. 2:
WHEREAS, Myron H. Avery was President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for so
many years prior to his sudden death, and during this time, gave so unstintingly of his time and
ability, therefore be it
RESOLVED: That the newly elected President appoint a committee on the feasibility of
providing some suitable memorial in his memory. Said committee to report at the next regular
meeting to be held in the spring of 1953.
Resolution Ho. 3:
WHEREAS, The Bates College Outing Club has again been host to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club for this special meeting, and because the facilities of Bates College and
the Women's Union have been available and have made the meeting so enjoyable and successful,
therefore be it
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RESOLVED, That the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, assembled in special session,
express to Bates College Outing Club and the Women's Union their deep appreciation for their
hospitality, and be it further
RESOLVED: That this resolution be made a part of the Minutes of this meeting, and that
a copy be sent to Mrs. Paul McIntire, President of the Women's Union, and a copy to Dean Harry
W. Rowe.
Resolution Ho. 4:
WHEREAS: Roy P. Fairfield has for several years been Faculty Advisor to the Bates
College Outing Club, which maintains forty miles of The Appalachian Trail, and
WHEREAS, Roy P. Fairfield has since the reorganization of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club served on the Board of Directors and has now been elevated to the Presidency of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, therefore be it
RESOLVED: That the Maine Appalachian Trail. Club assembled at a special meeting
express to Roy P. Fairfield, the new President, their wholehearted support and co-operation in his
new office.
Resolution No. 5:
WHEREAS, the membership list of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club needs revision
badly, and
be it

WHEREAS, the Club now has provision for Annual Dues Paying Membership, therefore

RESOLVED: That the newly-elected President appoint a committee with authority to
revise and submit a new list of maintaining members. Said committee to submit the list to the
President not less than thirty (30) days prior to the date of the regular spring meeting in 1953.
And be it further
RESOLVED; That the name of Mrs. Jeanette Avery be placed on the mailing list of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
[Resolutions No. 6:]
WHEREAS, because of the perfection of the organization of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club in the past few years, and the fact that the present Constitution and By-laws are vague
on certain points, therefore be it
RESOLVED: That the newly-elected President appoint a committee to study completely
and revise, where necessary, the By-laws; and to submit their copy in time to be mailed with the
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notice calling the regular meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Clan in the spring of 1953, so
that action can be taken at that time.
Resolution No .7:
WHEREAS, many of the existing lean-tos along The Appalachian Trail in Maine are
slowly deteriorating, and
WHEREAS, the chain of lean-tos is still incomplete, therefore be it
RESOLVED: That the newly elected President appoint a committee to study the
feasibility of a long range program, whereby the existing shelters can be kept under repair, and
additional lean-tos built at the established campsites until the chain is eventually complete. Said
committee to report its findings at the annual Spring Meeting in 1953.
After discussion, and on being moved and seconded, it was unanimously moved that the seven
resolutions be accepted as read.
A general discussion was had with reference to the membership. A general letter from the new
President, stating the plans for the Club, is to be sent to the present complete membership list.
The following names were submitted for Club membership, as maintaining members: By Mr.
Chorzempa: Mr. Clifford [sic, Clifton] Bradley, Farmington, Maine, formerly proprietor of
Redington Pond Camps; five years fire warden on Saddleback, and a licensed Maine guide: by
Mr. Reeves; Mr. Arthur Hatch, R.F.D, Wilton, Maine. By unanimous vote, these men were
elected maintaining members.
The President appointed Jean Stephenson, Lawson Reeves and Clair Sawtelle as a Committee on
Membership. The Committee is to send a letter to Maintaining Members, making inquiry as to
whether the member addressed desires that his name should continue to be carried as a member;
to check the membership list carefully; and to make recommendations following the response
from the letter. The Committee will also make suggestions as to the requirements for
membership which may later be incorporated in the By-laws of the Club.
The President appointed a Lean-to Committee, consisting of Messrs. Chorzempa, Chairman;
Sidney Tappan and Manfred [sic] Knowles, to explore the possibilities and report to the officers
at the Spring Meeting.
Mr. Louis Chorzempa reported in detail with reference to trail maintenance.
President Fairfield reported on the trail maintenance activities of the Bates Outing Club.
A report from Sidney Tappan was commented on by Miss Stephenson.
It was unanimously voted that a letter of appreciation be directed to Mr. Francis M. Spofford, the
watchman at Moxie Bald fire tower, c/o Mr. George E. Martin, Chief Warden, Maine Forest
Service, Caratunk, Maine, for his work in maintaining the Trail, and also for the courtesy he has
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extended to Mr. Tappan and other workers on the Trail; also, a similar letter to the proprietors of
the East Carry Pond Camps.
The group present unanimously agreed to an official expression of appreciation to Miss Jean
Stephenson for the beautifully written obituary tribute to Myron H. Avery in Appalachian
Trailway News.
A general discussion was had re the Spring Meeting. The date of April 19 was approved; place,
Bates College. In the afternoon will be reports and discussions, with an entertainment program in
the evening. It was suggested that Harold Dyer be asked to show his Katahdin slides. The
officers’ meeting will be in the morning, from ten to twelve.
There was a discussion re a Club display at the various sportsmen’s shows, particularly for the
Bates Outing Club, to display at the Lewiston show.
Clair Sawtelle,
Secretary.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
Treasurer’s Report
April 30, 1951 – November 15, 1952
Balance on hand, April 30, 1951

$123.63

RECEIPTS

Dues
Sales of Publications:
Guidebooks
Katahdin Section
Witherle Mss.
Miscellaneous Publications
Miscellaneous Maine Maps
Map Cases
Contributions:
By Individuals
By Narragansett Chapter of A.M.C. in lieu
Of Trail Work
Transfer from Walter D. Greene Fund for
lean-to repairs

54.00

$614.30
685.45
11.90
13.25
285.75
67.05

1,677.70

61.05
50.00

111.05
42.29
2,006.67

EXPENDITURES
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Repairs to lean-to
Maps:
For Katahdin Section
New Map No. 3 for old Maine Guide
New Maine Guide
For Reprint of Map No. 3
“Safety & Comfort” Leaflet
Katahdin Section, 1950 Edition
Katahdin Section, Supplement
Katahdin Section, 1952 Edition
Bank Service Charge
Express
Rubber Stamp
Balance on Hand, November 15, 1952

42.29
300.00
50.00
45.00
90.00

485.00
46.22
574.60
136.00
600.00
6.25
4.14
1.26

1,895.78
$112.89

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND ACCOUNT
April 30, 1951 – NOVEMBER 15, 1952
Balance on hand, April 30, 1951

$579.95
RECEIPTS

Contributions
Interest in investments and savings

$206.23
15.92

222.15
$802.10

EXPENDITURES
Transferred to General Account
Balance, November 15, 1952
Invested in:

1 Series G War Savings Bond, cost price
Savings account in Union Trust Company, Washington, D.C.

42.29
$759.81
$500.00
259.81
$759.81

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
Balance Sheet, November 13, 1952
Assets
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Cash
Accounts receivable
Inventory (publications in
stock for sale
Investment in government
Obligations

$ 372.70
192.50
1,863.25
500.00

$2,927.65

Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Contributions by officer to pay
for publications; if and when
returns from sales justify to
be contributed to the preparation
and maintenance of the
Katahdin Collection

467.06

1,932.75

Net Worth

2,419.81
507.84
$2,927.65

November 24, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
This is just a note to confirm your appointment as chairman of a committee to act upon the
resolution passed at the officers’ meeting yesterday; namely, to investigate the conditions of the
lean-tos and make recommendations of a long-range nature to maintain and extend the shelter
system. As you know, you will serve with Sidney Tappan and Manfred Knowles.
It was good to see you yesterday. I think we accomplished considerable, don't you?
cc Mr. Sidney Tapnan, Mr. Manfred Knowles
P.S. Louis, one thing on which I’d like to get a bit more perspective is the assignment of
sections. If we’d had time yesterday, I should like for you to have given me a clearer picture as
to precisely who is responsible for what. I’m clear about it from the New Hampshire line to
Orbeton Stream, but I get fuzzy on it east of that. Would you be so good as to give me a
breakdown of the section numbers or parts and those responsible for each east of that. If you
know about them in Sidney Tappan's region, I’d appreciate them too. Perhaps I won't be so
ignorant after awhile!
Also, do you have Manfred [sic] Knowles address, so I can send him a copy of the above. You
can contact him whenever you wish on the problem, but I thought I'd better write him a personal
letter to welcome him into the club.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

174

November 24, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Thekla Stephan.
Dear Miss Stephan;
May I take this opportunity to welcome you officially into the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The officers of the organization are very appreciative of the work you have done already, and we
know that we shall have many occasions in the future to commend your work as Corresponding
Secretary. I should like to express my own thanks for your efforts in assembling the data for the
“book” which you sent me. It enabled me to gain a comprehensive picture of the past fifteen
years’ experience.
Our meeting went very well yesterday; we met from 1 until 6:30, just chatting! Jean suggested
that I write a letter to the members and have you get it out at your earliest convenience in view of
the fact that several people have inquired about the future of the organization. This I have done,
and I am enclosing it. If you find any glaring errors, I’d appreciate your fixing them up.
I meant to ask Jean if she’d send me some postage. I don’t want to be picayune about this topic,
but writing letters does cost quite a bit of money. I have long since used up the stamps sent me
some years ago. Perhaps you’d handle this detail for me.
Again, a warm welcome to the group. I hope we may receive you personally at our spring
meeting.
Bates College, November 24, 1952
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
(Incorporated)
TO: MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
FROM: Roy P. Fairfield
We are all familiar with the old saying that “a prophet is not without honour, save in his own
country;” and I suspect that most of us have seen many grains of truth in this observation.
Wouldn’t we agree, however, that this did not apply to Myron Avery? Few people with whom he
worked and talked were unaware of his profound integrity and enthusiasm; he gave a creative
and accurate bent to whatever he touched. This is what makes it so difficult to think of going on
without his guidance. But I am sure that he would want us, as members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, to continue with hope rather than regret. This we MUST do although,
we shall miss Myron very much.
Several have already inquired about the future of the organization, so I am writing to tell you
what has been done to assure its continuity.
Yesterday the officers met on the Bates campus to tentatively elect the writer as Myron’s
successor. Three other appointments were necessary at this time: Manfred Knowles of the
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Piscataquis Fish and Game Association became a director; Clair Sawtelle, formerly a director,
became the new Secretary; and Miss Thekla G. Stephan of Washington, D. C., became the
Corresponding Secretary. The latter will handle the hundreds of details at the Washington end
and help Misses Stephenson and Park co-ordinate the activities with the Appalachian Trail
Conference. These offices, as well as a fifth directorship, will come up for formal confirmation
(or rejection!) at the annual meeting next April.
The details of organization ironed out, we settled down to a five-hour discussion of trail
maintenance, membership, publicity, equipment, etc. Only a brief break for coffee and cookies at
4 o’clock stopped our tongues! I think you will be interested in some of the main features of the
conversation. The resolutions committee (Reeves, Chorzempa, and Fairfield) presented seven
resolves, two of which concerned Myron’s loyal service, and two with Bates Outing Club efforts
to co-operate with our group; the fifth provided for a committee on membership; the sixth called
for a committee to revise the by-laws, while the last set up another committee to study the lean-to
situation. Messrs. Chorzempa, Tappan, and Knowles will not only investigate the present
conditions, but they will also come to the spring meeting with recommendations for a long-range
plan to insure the maintenance and the extension of our shelter system.
Louis Chorzempa also gave us a comprehensive picture of Trail conditions in Western Maine.
During the past three years he has surveyed the entire distance from the Kennebec River to
Grafton Notch (except for nine miles), and is in a good position to report on trail conditions. We
also had occasion to refer to one or two places in Mr. Tappan’s most excellent and
comprehensive report on the eastern section of the Trail. Helen Taylor spoke briefly about
conditions at Katahdin, pointing out that the number of people using Baxter State Park facilities
has increased sharply during the past two or three years.
We further discussed plans for the spring meeting, the value of holding exhibits at Maine
sportsmen shows, the mutilation of metal markers at highway crossings, measuring wheels, cooperation with the State Forestry Department, the seeming lack of interest by the local scout
groups, the advantage of having equipment at private camps across Maine, the possibility of
enlisting the aid of boys’ camps in the state, and a dozen other related topics. I sincerely believe
that your officers felt that they had accomplished much during the course of the afternoon.
As the new president, I have no illusions about being able to walk in Myron’s footsteps. I shall
merely do my best. I believe firmly in the ideals for which the Trail was constructed, ideals
beautifully delineated in our late president’s last report printed in the Appalachian Trailwav
News for September. I hope I may count upon your support in carrying these ideas into practice.
No organization can be very strong unless each member does his level best to contribute his own best self whenever and wherever he can. Even if you do not feel able to swing an axe,
possibly you can swing a paint brush and make some signs. If you are handicapped by time or
geographical location, I am sure you can drop us a note once in a while to add your moral
support. I am sure you are all willing to talk about The Appalachian Trail, whether you live in
Maine or Georgia; this, too, will help. Feel free to write to any of your officers to offer
constructive criticism and new ideas or to suggest new members. We all want to make this a
dynamic and creative organization. Finally, we hope you will make an effort to attend the spring
meeting, about which you will be more fully informed in the not-too-distant future.
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Sincerely,
Roy P. Fairfield
President
November 25, 1952. [Hand-written note]
This material turned over to Roy Fairfield Nov. 25, 1952.
82 A.T. Metal Trail Markers
2 Wood A.T. Arrow Signs
1 ½ lbs. Galv. Nails – 2 ½ in.
Approx. ½ qt. Blue Paint
Approx. 2/3 qt. of White Paint
1 Weed Cutter (Lively Lad)
from Maine Alpine Club
November 26, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written][Note the correct
spelling Manford Knowles.]
Dear Roy:
In answer to your letter of Nov. 24th, Manford Knowles’ address is:
Mr. Manford D. Knowles - A.T. Trails Committee, Chairman
Guilford, Maine
The other two members of the Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association whom you may
wish to correspond with are:

and

Mrs. Ray Wise
Route #2
Guilford, Maine

-

President of the Piscataquis County Fish & Game
Association

Mrs. Faye Mithee
Route #2
Guilford, Maine

-

Secretary of the Piscataquis County Fish & Game
Association

Both Mrs. Wise and Mrs. Mithee endorsed Manford as a Director in the M.A.T.C. when Mr.
Reeves and I talked with them, and they seemed very enthusiastic about their club’s project of
sponsoring a section of the Appalachian Trail.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

177

Enclosed is a separate list of the A.T. sections and their sponsors from Orbeton Stream to
Katahdin.
Wishing you the best of luck in your new office as President of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club.
November 27, 1952. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I find I failed to give you the address of Prof. Luehring and also of the Director of Pine Island
Camp. While Clair is going to write them that he is willing to swap sections, it seems to me that
you as President will want to write Mr. Swan and make the official assignments. So here are the
addresses:
Frederick W. Luehring, Professor of Physical Education, University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia 4, Penna.
Mr. Eugene L. Swan, Jr., Director, Pine Island Camps. Belgrade Lakes, Maine. Winter
address: 108 WhitmanAvenue, West Hartford, Conn.
It is Mr. Swan who wants the section from East Carry Pond to Long Falls Dam Road assigned to
Pine Island Camp.
Prof. Luehring says he will contact Mr. Joseph Ferdinand of the Devereux Schools, which
operates the Devereux Camps, at Embden Pond, as he knows they want a section. I suggest you
ask him to suggest to them the section from the Kennebec River to East Carry Pond. That would
make the two camps have contiguous sections, extending from the Kennebec to Long Falls Dam
Road. (Then Clair could take the four miles west of Long Falls Dam Road, leaving the mountain
part of Bigelow for Floyd Flagg's group. I spoke to Louis about this and he was much in favor of
it, and on the way to Waterville l mentioned it to Clair and he too would welcome such an
assignment - said he could really handle that and the other he would try but was not sure of being
able to do it.) I mention this because sometimes when a concrete suggestion is made, a person is
more willing to consider the project.
I will try to report briefly on our trip after leaving Lewiston. We saw Mr. Kelso of Hollingsworth
and Whitney on Monday. He gave me a large map of their holdings which will enable me to
correct the Trail data and the maps; also he said they would restore the Trail where it has been or
will be obliterated but there might be a time lag of several months sometimes, so he would
advise us to warn those using the White Cap section to use care to pick up the Trail on the
opposite side of a bulldozed road. They have already bulldozed an approach road on the old side
trail leading from White Cap Mountain Campsite to West Branch Ponds road between the Camps
and its junction with the Frenchtown Road. (Sidney had reported this side trail was so ingrown as
to be almost obliterated. I will plan on going in next summer and blue-blazing the bulldozed road
superimposed on it now.) Their cutting will not reach the Trail until the end of summer of 1953
but will be over it by the end of 1954. They will restore it as rapidly as they ruin it, or within a
month or so. (He commented on the difficulty of getting orders from the office carried out in the
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field in connection with such a matter and that it sometimes wasn't done until an inspection was
made or was expected! That was also our experience with St. Regis in the same situation.)
In Augusta, we arranged with the State Highway Department to correct the official highway map
to show the correct route of the Trail (there being errors in three places in the last one), and also
corrected four campsites along the Trail that were wrong. They were most cooperative.
We also arranged with the Highway Department to make the signs for some 12 highway
crossings. The signs will be simple white and black ones, not the fancy heavy wood (stained)
ones used in State Parks. (They feel those are too "attractive" to be put in unguarded places like
along highways; said that though the State Police arrest anyone they find molesting such signs,
or taking them, it is hard to find who did take them when they "disappear" and there was no use
inviting trouble.) The signs will merely say "Appalachian Trail" and show by an arrow where the
Trail goes. I am to send him full particulars as to where they go and how the arrows should point.
However, there is one thing I did which I hope will meet with your approval. He said they could
make the signs but the trouble was getting them put up, and explained at length why that was the
case. It is too long to go into here but I agreed with him on the problem it made for the Augusta
office. So, I agreed that we would put them up. After they are made, Mr. Sawyer will let me
know and I will give him the addresses and he will have the signs sent to whoever we designate.
I have checked over the locations and it should not present any problem. Those in the Monson
area we can send to M.A.T.C. member Harry Davis, and I know he will have them put up. Those
in the Caratunk area can go to M.A.T.C. member George A. Martin (who is Chief Forest Warden
there) and he will be glad to do the same thing. For western Maine, I will write Louis and see
whether he wants them all or if he would prefer to have some sent directly to other members in
the area. Anyhow, there is a value in having the signs; the Department was told to do it to satisfy
some important person who made the suggestion, and the slight feeling of resentment at having
to do the job vanished when they found we were willing to meet them halfway on it. In fact, it
wound up with Mr. Sawyer offering to make for me a sqeegee or rather a silk screen to use with
a sqeegee of the state seal so I can use it on the signs we are making here for the Forest Service.
(That matter of getting the seal was presenting a real problem, so I feel our efforts to assist with
the sign erection has paid off already.)
We also had the usual long talk with the Forest Commissioner. Marion may have mentioned
some of it to you, as I understand she is writing you. However, it will do no harm to repeat that
Mr. Nutting said Helon Taylor had been in that morning and had mentioned about the possibility
of the Club deciding on recommending that the East Peak of Bigelow be named Myron Avery
Peak. Mr. Nutting thought it a splendid idea but said that the best way to do it would be to have a
bill introduced in the Legislature, but to remember that it would have to be in not later than
January 15; further that the time to do it was now, that if we missed this dead line of January 15,
nothing could be done for two years, and now was when everyone would be willing and
interested, etc. He also said that once the Legislature had acted, we could then, here in
Washington, initiate action with the Board on Geographic Names. That, actually, that Board did
the official naming as far as Federal records were concerned but that the Maine State
Legislature had generally acted first on things in Maine, and where there would
[MISSING PAGE]
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Undated note from Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield, Louis Chorzempa, Sidney Tappan.
Enclosures are self-explanatory. A "Maine Booster" asked the Maine Publicity Bureau to mark
the Trail crossings. The Highway Department agreed, and asked me to stop in to see them about
it when in Augusta. I did so, and the enclosed sums up the arrangement.
It seemed advisable to agree to put up the signs. I do not think it will he too much of a chore.
Helon will have the one at Katahdin Stream put up. I know M.A.T.C. Member Harry Davis at
Monson, and can get him to put up Nos. 2, 3, and 4, I also know M.A.T.C. Member George
Martin at Caratunk and can get him to put up Nos. 5, 6, and 7.
Louis, I will appreciate it if you will let me know what to do about signs 8 to 17 inc. Do you
want them all sent to you, or should I have them sent to the maintaining group or to a member I
happen to know who will undertake to put them up?
We established a very pleasant contact in connection with this, and I think we can get more help
from them at some time in the future. Meanwhile, he is giving me the necessary "pattern" from
which to put the State seal on the Campsite signs we are to make down here.
November 28, 1953. Marion Park to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
On our way back to Washington, we stopped in Augusta to see Mr. Nutting, Forest
Commissioner, and he said that Helon Taylor had been in to see him and they talked about
naming the East Peak of Mt. Bigelow the "Myron Avery Peak". He said the way to do it was to
get a bill through the Legislature so I am writing to pass that information along to you so it can
he prepared and introduced in this session of the Legislature. I believe it has to be ready by
January 15th. Will you please pass this information along to Mr. W. H. Sawyer, who is on the
Committee. He will know what needs to be done to prepare such a bill for introduction into the
Legislature.
I am sending you the check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for $5.00 for you to use for
postage, etc. You asked Jean to have me send it, I believe. When that amount is near exhaustion
(as I am this minute at the end of a very busy day), let me know and I will send you more money.
I thought we had a very successful meeting on Sunday and I was glad I had been able to attend.
November 28, 1952. Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director and Editor, to Ralph Sawyer,
State Highway Department, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
This is to confirm the understanding we reached on Monday with respect to the signs to be
prepared by the State Highway Department to mark the crossings of The Appalachian Trail of
highways in Maine.
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The signs are to be simple functional signs, of any colors or materials you find advantageous to
use. They will bear the words “Appalachian Trail” with an arrow at each end to indicate the
direction the Trail takes at that point. As they are primarily for the use of those on the highway,
they are to be erected in the same manner as other highway directional signs, i.e., facing the
direction of travel like route signs, an arrow pointing down meaning that the Trail at this point is
following the highway in the direction from which the highway traveler is coming, one pointing
up meaning the Trail follows the highway ahead of the highway traveler, and one pointing right
or left meaning the Trail leaves the highway in the direction indicated.
I have prepared and enclose a list of the 17 highway signs on which we agreed, indicating the
direction of the arrows in each case.
I agreed that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club would put up the signs. For this reason I did not
give, on the enclosed list, the exact point where each sign will be put, but merely indicated the
intersection and side of the highway. Our men, in putting them up, being familiar with the Trail
crossings can find the proper spot without any trouble.
You said that you would have the signs sent to the various persons who will put them up. When
the signs are completed let me know, and I will send you shipping directions for them.
I think this covers the various points we discussed, but if I have omitted anything, please let me
know.
Your offer to furnish me with something to be used in putting the State seal on the signs we are
having made here, which are to have such seal, is much appreciated. We will be ready for it
anytime after January 15.
Under separate cover I am forwarding a map of the Katahdin area, which I think you will find
interesting. I enclose one of The Traveler region.
SIGNS FOR HIGHWAY CROSSINGS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
1. Greenville-Millinocket Road at Katahdin Stream Campground.
←Appalachian Trail→
2. Maine Highway 15, where Trail comes into #15 over Elliotsville Road, 0.45 m. north of
Monson. Sign to go on east side of road.
↓Appalachian Trail→
3. Maine Highway 15, in Monson, where trail turns right on dirt road north of Post Office. Sign
to go on west side of road.
↓Appalachian Trail→
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4. Blanchard; at junction of Greenville Road with road across bridge; west side of Greenville
Road.
↓Appalachian Trail→
5. Pleasant Pond Road which leaves U.S. 201 at Caratunk – at end of state maintenance.
←Appalachian Trail→
6. U. S. Route 201, in Caratunk, at junction with Pleasant Pond Road; east side.
←Appalachian Trail↓
7. U. S. Route 201, where Trail leaves this highway to cross river. West side.
↑Appalachian Trail→
8. Long Falls Dam Road

←Appalachian Trail→

9. Maine Highway 27; east side; where Trail from Bigelow comes in.
↓Appalachian Trail→
10. Maine Highway 27; west side; in Bigelow Village where Trail leaves road for Sugarloaf.
↓Appalachian Trail→
11. Maine Highway 4.

←Appalachian Trail→

12. Maine Highway 17.

←Appalachian Trail→

13. Maine Highway 5.

←Appalachian Trail→

14. Andover – B Hill Road, east side, where Trail comes in north of bridge over Frye Brook.
↓Appalachian Trail→
15. Andover – B Hill Road, west side, where Trail leaves road south of bridge.
↓Appalachian Trail→
16. Maine Highway 26; east side; 0.44 m. north of Old Speck Trail.
↓Appalachian Trail→
17. Maine Highway 26; west side; where Appalachian Trail follows Old Speck Trail west.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

182

↓Appalachian Trail→
November 30 1952. Roy Fairfield to Manford Knowles.
Dear Mr. Knowles:
May I take this opportunity to welcome you as a new director of our organization? I am sure you
will enjoy working with the group. I wish you might have attended our November 23rd meeting
so as to have participated in our discussion; furthermore, I should have liked to meet you. I
sincerely hope that I may have this pleasure in the spring.
Possibly you noted in my general letter that you had been appointed to a committee,
along with Messrs. Chorzempa and Tappan, to study the lean-to situation. I hope you will feel
free to serve.
Looking forward to seeing you in the near future…
December 1, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Eugene L. Swan, Jr., Director, Pine Island Camps,
Whitman Avenue, West Hartford, Conn.
Dear Mr. Swan:
I believe you have been in recent correspondence with Mr. Clair Sawtelle of Oakland, Maine,
with reference to the exchanging of sections with him when it comes to maintaining the
Appalachian Trail. Possibly Mr. Sawtelle has confirmed the decision made by our officers and
directors at our November 23rd meeting. But it is my pleasant duty, as the newly-elected
president of our organization, to welcome you into the club as the official maintainers of the
section from East Carry Pond to Long Falls Dam Road. We look forward to this affiliation.
As a maintaining member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club you will receive the Appalachian
Trailway News quarterly and thus keep up-to-date on the "doings" along the trail. We also hope
that you will join us at our spring meeting when we shall discuss various problems concerning
the trail. Details pertaining to this event will come along in March. If you have any questions
about the trail, the availability of equipment for maintaining it, etc., please do not hesitate to
communicate with me. I shall do everything in my power to help you.
Looking forward to meeting, you in the not-too- distant future…
December 1, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Mr. Tappan:
You have probably learned of our November 23rd meeting by this time. I wish you might have
been present to have participated in the discussion; furthermore, I should have liked to meet you.
1 sincerely hope that I may have this pleasure in the spring.
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The occasion for this note is to notify you officially of your appointment to the committee to
investigate the conditions of lean-tos and to make recommendations pertaining to the
maintenance of the system. I know you have enough to do, but as overseer of the eastern section
you are in a good position to advise what the club should do insofar as this detail is concerned.
I hope you will free to work with Louis and Manfred [sic] Knowles on this problem.
Looking forward to seeing you sometime next year and expressing appreciation for your cooperation…
December 2, 1952. Louis Chorzempa to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I have received your letters regarding the signs to be prepared by the State Highway Department,
and the list of the highways showing the spots where the signs are to be put up at the crossings of
the Appalachian Trail.
In regard to signs 8 to 17 inclusive, you may have them mailed to me if you wish. Mr. Fairfield
may wish to put up those which would go on the Bates Outing Club section. If so, I can forward
those to him. At any rate, have them mailed as soon as they are ready, and we will see to it that
they are all put up. At most of the highway crossings the signs can be conveniently nailed to
trees. Some spots will require posts.
c.c. Roy Fairfield, Sidney Tappan
December 4, 1952. Thekla Stephan to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thank you for your kind letter, telling me that I have been appointed Corresponding Secretary
(pro tempore) of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I appreciate that gesture very much, indeed.
I shall do my very best to help out in that capacity.
May I extend to you congratulations on being elected President of the Club, or, perhaps, the
congratulations should go to the Club in having secured the services of so able a successor to
Captain Avery. I feel sure that, under your leadership, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will
flourish and will be able to carry out the fondest dreams of its late President.
As you perhaps have observed, I mailed out, immediately, your letter of November 24 to the
1952 membership of the Club. These were mailed out on Thanksgiving Day. I hope you will
forgive my tardiness in acknowledging your letter; however, I had a tremendous rush at the
office and, also, I prepared and mailed out for the Appalachian Trail Conference some 350 letters
(copy of which was mailed to you) in regard to the Myron H. Memorial Fund. I sent a copy to
you so that you would know what is being done in that connection. I realized that the Bates
Outing Club, through you, had already made a very generous contribution to this Fund, but
thought you would like to have a copy of the letter, anyway.
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I asked Marion Park to send you $5.00 for postage for use in connection with Club business, and
she tells me that this went forward last weekend. Also, I am sending to you, under separate
cover, a few extra copies of the mimeographed letter, just in case you wish to send it to anyone
else. I have placed copies of the letter in the permanent M.A.T.C. file here.
Thanking you again for your letter, and with all good wishes for the success of the Club under
your leadership…
December 4, 1952. Sidney Tappan to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy,
Thanks for your letter which reached me yesterday. I had heard about your meeting from Louis
Chorzempa, Thekla Stephan, and Jean Stephenson and I have already sent Louis my first
reaction to the lean-to project. There are three lean-toes east of the Kennebec, (1) at Rainbow
Lake near “big spring” between the main camps and those at the dam, (2) at the lower end of
Nahmakanta Lake, and (3) at Breakneck Ridge between Blanchard and Bald Mt. Pond. Three
other lean-toes have been burned down: (1) on the Hunt Trail on Katahdin, (2) at the West
Branch of the Penobscot, and (3) at Bald Mt. Pond. The shelter at Rainbow is two years old and
was in good shape last August. The lean-to at Nahmakanta is the oldest but is still serviceable.
The one at Breakneck is brand new.
My experience teaches me that it is futile to build lean-toes which are readily accessible either to
fishermen or to persons who “come in” by automobile. Shelters should be located if possible
where the forest fire watchman can keep an eye on them or where the owner of a sporting camp
could. Do you suppose that owners of sporting camps along the trail would consider building a
shelter near their camps which they could rent for a modest fee per person per night as is done at
Baxter Park. What folks pay for they take care of. They (the camp) owners might sell some
meals too—the old A.M.C. breakfast and dinner idea. Another idea to prevent fire damage to
shelters and to adjacent woods might be to use corrugated aluminum sheets for roof and side
walls. The Rainbow Lake shelter cost $100 two years ago. I would rather defer making
recommendations for possible new shelters until I have completed my trip next summer since I
have only traversed the trail from Moxie Pond to the top of White Cap once. From the top of
White Cap to Katahdin I have been over the ground at least twice. I would suggest a new shelter
site between White Cap and Lower Joe Mary, maybe at Cooper Brook campsite or at Crawford
Pond outlet. While Crawford Pond is accessible to automobile one has to get permission to get
beyond the locked cable at Yoke Pond. There are two cabins available on White Cap and one at
Lower Joe Mary. At Katahdin Stream shelter, with the new Abol-Ripogenus road open to
automobiles a shelter at the West Branch would not be practicable. Nor would the Maine
Forestry Service OK one. The park under Hal Dyer would not rebuild the Hunt Trail lean-to and
I don’t suppose Helon Taylor would either. There should be a shelter in the Chairback-Barren
area. Cloud Pond is off of the relocated trail and I would want to see that section again before I
make any suggestions. You know I presume that I plan to traverse the trail next summer from
Louis’ easternmost right through to Katahdin with emphasis on the Chairback-Barren range
between the bog and Long Pond. Well this is sort of a start. Louis has this information, so
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1952 – Compiled by David Field – Page

185

perhaps you will be kind enough to forward this to Mr. Knowles for his comments. Thanks. I’ll
do all I can to help you carry on in Myron’s life work.
December 9, 1952. Frank T. Gutmann to Marion Park.
Dear Miss Park:
I am enclosing a U. S. Postal Money Order for $3.00 in payment of my dues to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club for the coming year. Please correct me it this is not the correct amount.
I hope to be free this summer to participate actively in maintenance work on the trail.
Unfortunately, I was unable to do so last summer.
My Amherst address is, of course, only temporary. My home address: 120 Highland Avenue,
Auburn, Maine, you should have in your records.
December 9, 1952. Clair Sawtelle to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
This will confirm that transcript of minutes of the special meeting of the officers and directors of
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club held November 23, 1952 has been forwarded to Jean
Stephenson, and that all the letters, copies of' resolutions, etc. which the Secretary was to send as
a result of said meeting have been mailed to the respective parties. These include an official
notice to Pine Island Camp, Eugene L. Swan, Jr., Director, 108 Whitman Avenue, West
Hartford, Conn., that, in accordance with their request, the section of the Trail from Long Falls
Dam Road to East Carry Pond is now officially assigned to them. A copy of my letter to Swan
was sent to Louis Chorzempa.
Copy to Miss Jean Stephenson
December 10, 1952. Manford Knowles to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written note]
Dear Sir:
I am flattered to hear that I have been selected as a director of A.T.C. [sic]. I am sorry that I was
unable to attend the Nov. meeting.
I am quite in the dark as to what my duties will be, and as to how much time I will have to apply
to this job. Can you give me any enlightenment to all the duties? Do we travel around much?
What do we have to know about trail conditions.
I see that a step in the right direction is being taken about shelters which are sadly needed all the
way in Maine.
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In the near future could you give me what information you can. I am willing to do what I can
along with my other work.
December 16, 1952. Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Chairman, Dept. of Biology, Bates College, to
Helon Taylor, Warden for Katahdin District, Millinocket, Maine. [It is curious that Sawyer
did not know that Taylor had been appointed Supervisor of Baxter State Park some time ago.]
Dear Helon,My information is that you, Ben Hadley of Acadia Nat. Park, and I have been chosen by the
Maine A.T. Club to carry out plans for a memorial here in Maine to Myron Avery; that this
memorial is to include the naming of the east peak of Mt. Bigelow the Myron H. Avery Peak;
and that some substantial marker in Myron’s honor be erected on the peak.
Before a new name can be officially added to a mountain, a resolve to that effect must be passed
by the State Legislature and then approved by the Board on Geographic Names in Washington.
In order to get things started I have asked Mr. Samuel Slosberg, the Director of Legislative
Research for this state, to draft the Resolve. Then, if this meets with your approval, I will ask Mr.
Dominique Tardif, a local representative, to guide it through the legislature. If passed, as it
should be, the matter can then be taken up with the geographic names people in Washington.
1 wish you and Mr. Hadley would give thought to the subject of an appropriate memorial to be
erected on the East Peak, after it is named for Myron. I believe someone has suggested a lean-to;
another suggestion is that a bronze plaque be affixed to a granite boulder beside the trail over the
peak. I can see some objections to both ideas. Also, how is the memorial to be financed? Will
you both please give thought to these matters and write me, so that we can get under way without
delay when the time comes. Tell me what you want done.
Copies: Ben Hadley, Roy Fairfield, Jean Stephenson
December 16, 1952. Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Chairman, Dept. of Biology, Bates College, to
Samuel H. Slosberg, Esq., Director of Legislative Research. State House, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Slosberg:
Thank you for your letter of Dec. 11th. The exact designation which the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club desires for the east peak of Mt. Bigelow is as follows:
THE MYRON H. AVERY PEAK OF MT. BIGELOW
December 18, 1952. Thekla Stephan to Lawrence E. Ward, Hampden Highlands, Maine.
Dear Mr. Ward:
That was perfectly wonderful team-work!
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Your letter came today, with the enclosures, and I am hastening to send to you, herewith, the
membership card for yourself and for your son, David. I trust these will reach you in ample time
for Christmas.
May I take this opportunity to welcome you into the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and I hope
the same wonderful team-work will prevail for us there.
I am notifying Mr. Clair Sawtelle, who is the Club’s Secretary, that I am forwarding the cards to
you direct, in order to save time. I am also advising Professor Roy P. Fairfield of Lewiston,
Maine, of your affiliation with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
He, as you know, is our new President.
Cc:

Mr. Clair Sawtelle
Professor Roy P. Fairfield
Miss Marion Park, Treasurer

P.S. literature is being sent to you under separate cover.
December 28, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Harold Dyer Director State Parks Augusta, Maine.
Dear Harold,
We are trying to get lined up for an annual A. T. meeting on April 19th, to be held here at Bates.
We plan on an officers’ meeting in the morning, a general meeting to discuss trail conditions,
etc. in the afternoon, and entertainment for the evening. I wonder if you’d be willing to show
your Katahdin slides and discuss the Katahdin region in general that evening. It will be just about
the same set-up as we had a couple of years ago when you showed the state park slides. We shall
certainly be grateful to you if you can help us in this way.
As you know, we’re going to try to carry on in Myron’s footsteps, difficult though it may be.
Sending every good wish for the Holiday Season to you and Mrs. Dyer…
December 28, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Jean,
Should have answered your letter of November 27 long since! The period between Thanksgiving
and Xmas vacations was a mad one!
You certainly accomplished a great deal on your Augusta jaunt. The Bates Club will be glad to
co-operate in putting up the highway signs; I shall inform Louis to that effect.
Dr. Sawyer and I have discussed the Memorial Project and he has contacted the other members
of his committee. We shall make the January 15 deadline.
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I am in the process of doing the dozen odd chores which we discussed at the November meeting.
You’ll recall that we agreed to revise the By-Laws and submit them to the organization 60 days
in advance of the Spring meeting. I wonder if you’d be willing to take on the chairmanship of
this committee; your legal experience plus your familiarity with other A.T. organizations should
enable you to do this expeditiously. If we have our spring meeting on April 19, as planned, this
will mean that the other members of the committee should receive the revision in time to get the
data into mimeographed form before February 22. I thought it might be a good idea to have
Percy Canham on this committee in view of his continued interest, even though he can no longer
get out on the trail. I am open to suggestion as to other members of the committee. We have the
officers pretty well booked up with committee work at the moment; I like your idea of putting
additional annual and maintaining members on committees. At this point, however, the list is not
sufficiently reduced to give me any inkling as to whom is most interested.
Incidentally, the April 19 meeting is O.K. insofar as use of college property is concerned and
I’ve started to work on official procedure to seal the date at this end. I shall write to Harold Dyer
today to ask him if he’ll show his slides that evening.
Am enclosing a couple of articles from the local papers for your scrapbook.
Have written to Sidney Tappan and Manford Knowles, both of whom have pledged their support
to our effort to pick up where Myron left off.
Wonder if you’d ask Thekla to send me the latest sign list, perhaps a couple of copies; also four
metal highway markers to replace those badly damaged on Highways 5 and Andover B Hill
Road.
Hoping all is well with you and sending the best wishes of the Holiday Season.
December 28, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Dr. Frederick W. Luehring, Professor of Physical
Education, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 4, Penna.
Dear Professor Luehring:
I suspect that you miss A.T. traveling as much as I now that the winter blasts have begun to hit
the northeast. If you haven’t heard about Bates Outing Club exploits of last October, I hope
you’ll have the opportunity to see the January issue of the A. T. News; I’ve tried to write up our
experiences.
Miss Stephenson tells us that you were going to contact Mr. Joseph Ferdinand of the Devereux
Camps in an effort to obtain their assistance on a section of the Maine Trail. At our November
meeting it was suggested that they take the Kennebec River to East Carry pond section; then they
would have a section contiguous to that recently assigned to Pine Island Camps. I sincerely hope
that you are successful in your efforts and that you will keep us posted.
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December 28, 1958. Roy Fairfield to Rupert Amman, President, University of Maine
Outing Club.
Dear Rupert,
In trying to check the list of tools for which I am responsible as keeper of the tool cache for the
M.A.T.C., I find that we have you charged for three weeders and three pairs of clippers. I’m not
trying to suggest that you send them back or anything of the sort; we want you to use them. But
I’m trying to get my records into better condition. Would you be so good as to confirm my
figures?
It was good to see you at Camden. Enjoyed your rock-climbing exhibition even tho it was a “dry
run”. Sorry I could not stay around for the entire week end.
December 28, 1952. Roy Fairfield to Manford Knowles.
Dear Mr. Knowles,
Excuse my long delay in answering your letter of the 10th. Sometimes things happen so fast
around this college that one wonders if he’s foot or horseback!
With reference to your questions about duties of the directors. In general being a director means
attending the one or two meetings which are held each year to discuss trail conditions and to
formulate plans for meeting emergency situations and the like. One of these meetings is held in
the fall (usually for the officers only); the other is the annual spring meeting, usually held in
April. (This year we are planning it for the 19th and will consist of a morning meeting for the
officers, a general meeting in the afternoon, and entertainment (a lecture or the showing of
slides) in the evening. A director also does his best to keep the section of trail to which he or his
affiliate organization (in your case the Piscataquis Fish and Game Club) is assigned in tip-top
condition. Some of the directors try to publicize the trail by showing the two sets of colored
slides (one on Katahdin and the other on the Maine trail in general) to clubs and organizations in
their home towns or in the vicinity. The secretary of the organization as well as the Washington
office attempts to keep the directors informed about events that are taking place along the trail.
So, you are not expected to travel around any more than you are able and willing. Sometimes the
officers find it necessary to throw their entire weight behind the clearing of a particular section,
in the event of emergency; in this case it is good to have as many directors and other members of
the M.A.T.C, get together for the occasion. The A. T. Guide, of which you should have a copy (if
not, write a note to Miss Thekla Stephan, 1228 Eye St,, N. W., Washington 5, D. C.), will give
you the general history of the trail as well as specific information about particular sections.
I hope this will give you a general idea about the directors duties. Should you have any more
specific questions, do not hesitate to write to me.
Undated Memo from Eleanor Jacobs to Clair Sawtelle, Lawson Reeves, and Roy Fairfield.
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Last fall when the Katahdin slide collection came back to me from Maine I noticed that one of
the slides was missing. It is K-119, a picture of Doubletop from Sentinel Mountain. I thought
that I would let you know so that if it should turn up somewhere you would know that it
belonged in the Katahdin collection. I suppose there is a chance that it might have been put in the
Maine collection along with those extra slides. When the Maine collection gets back to Maine
from Wisconsin it might be a good idea to look in it to see if K-119 is there by mistake.
CC: Miss Jean Stephenson
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Leaflet [Revised from 1950 original]
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
The Appalachian Trail is a footpath through-the mountainous. regions of the Eastern Seaboard. It
extends from Katahdin, in Maine, 2,021 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. The Trail
takes its name from the Appalachian ranges, the crest of which it follows generally. Of the Trail's
2,021 miles, 269 miles are within the State of Maine.
The Appalachian Trail commences at the summit of Katahdin, Maine's mile-high mountain. It
crosses the Penobscot West Branch by a cable bridge at Nesowadnehunk Falls and continues past
Daicey Pond [sic—the Trail passed Daicey Pond before reaching the West Branch] Rainbow,
Nahmakanta, Pemadumcook and Joe Mary Lakes. Beyond Joe Mary Mountain, Cooper Brook is
followed. From Yoke Ponds, the way is up the East Branch of Pleasant River, by Third West
Branch Pond, then over White Cap. In this area a blue-blazed side trail traverses Gulf Hagas,
Maine’s miniature "Grand Canyon”. Beyond Long Pond, the Trail follows the Barren-Chairback
Range, with its five peaks, then by Little Wilson Stream to Monson, first of the three towns on
the Trail route in Maine.
From Monson, through Blanchard, the Trail leads over Moxie Bald Mountain. After crossing
Moxie Pond by canoe ferry, Pleasant Pond Mountain is climbed and the Kennebec River reached
at Caratunk. Another ferry here and then the historic Arnold Trail is followed across the "Great
Bend” of Dead River, past Pierce, East Carry and West Carry Ponds. Skirting Lake Flagstaff, the
route then leads up Little Bigelow and across Mt. Bigelow with its high-lying Horns Pond, then
over Sugarloaf, Maine' s second highest mountain, Saddleback Junior and Mt. Saddleback's twin
cones. The route reaches Maine Highway 4 just south of Rangeley. Then comes more of the
wilderness area of western Maine, with Elephant Mountain, C Pond Bluff, Baldpate and Old
Speck. Beyond, the Mahoosuc Range is followed to Carlo Col, where The Appalachian Trail
crosses into New Hampshire.
Mountains and valleys, rivers, waterfalls, large lakes and lonely mountain ponds, follow one
another in constant succession. It is, indeed, a wilderness trail through an unbroken forest.
Westward from the Kennebec to the New Hampshire line, there is a continuous chain of 17 leantos, providing a campsite and shelter at intervals of a day's journey. To the east there are 4 leantos and 14 approved campsites.
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Throughout the Trail, there are sporting camps, at intervals of a day’s journey, making it possible
to cross Maine in 26 days if this type of accommodation is used.
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE furnishes detailed information needed in
planning and making a trip over the Trail in Maine. Two or three days or two or three weeks can
well he devoted to such an expedition. (This GUIDE is available from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, Inc., 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington 6, D.C.; 600 pages, 13 maps,
$3.25.)
Traveling across Maine on The Appalachian Trail is the ideal vacation for those who find
pleasure and relaxation in the woods.
WHO MAINTAINS THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL?
This is the question most frequently asked about The Appalachian Trail.
The Appalachian Trail is a voluntary recreational project. Not only is its use recreational but also
the maintenance of the Trail is recreational.
Work on the Trail is volunteered by interested individuals.
Various sections of the Trail are assigned to individuals and clubs for the performance of the
maintenance work.
Occasionally it has been necessary to make arrangements with public authorities to care for
specific and unusual problems but in each case the funds to cover the cost have been contributed
by interested individuals through the sponsoring club.
The organizations and individuals maintaining the Trail are banded together in The Appalachian
Trail Conference. This Conference has determined and set the standards to which the Trail is to
be maintained. These standards cover width, type of clearing, marking, signs, types of shelters,
guidebooks, maps, etc. These are uniform throughout the entire two thousand miles.
Maintenance of the Trail in Maine
One-eighth of the entire Appalachian Trail is in the State of Maine. It is most definitely a
"wilderness section”. It is far from the large outing clubs which furnish the manpower to
maintain the Trail in other areas; the maintenance is, therefore, more difficult than in other
sections. Yet it is a most unique sections of the Trail and is a definite asset to the State of Maine,
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club coordinates the activities of clubs and individuals
maintaining the Trail in Maine. It publishes GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, a reprint of the KATAHDIN SECTION, other miscellaneous literature and maps of the
Trail area.
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The Bates Outing Club, Wilton Outing Club, University of Maine Outing Club, Franklin County
Fish and Game Association, Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club,
Piscataquis County Fish and Game Association, Pine Island Camp, and several other groups and
individuals are now maintaining specific sections of the Trail in Maine. Maine Appalachian Trail
Club members spend their vacations on work trips to sections requiring work. Officers of the
Club, with the help of other interested workers, make "flying trips" to spots which need clearing.
Through these various ways the Trail has been cleared and is being kept up.
More workers are needed by groups and individuals having the responsibility for specific
sections; maintainers are also needed for the other sections.
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?
This is the second most frequently asked question by those meeting Trail workers or receiving
Trail literature.
Work on the Trail
If you can devote four or five days a year to Trail work and will spend a little time with an
experienced Trail worker to acquire knowledge of the special techniques used, you may either
join one of the present groups or individuals in maintaining their sections or you may apply for a
short section to maintain. (Remember, however, that everyone cannot have just the section he
prefers, as many want the same area. Remember, also, that your capacity to do the work and your
ability to follow standard practices will have to be demonstrated prior to such an assignment. For
these reasons, accompany a work party several times before requesting assignment of a section.)
To join a work party, get in touch with the nearest officer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
or with the President of that Club, who will see that an opportunity is forthcoming.
If you have already done Trail work and know the technique followed on the Appalachian Trail,
or for other reasons are already qualified for sponsorship of a section, get in touch with the
President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Support the Project Generally
Those interested in the Trail project can assist by becoming Annual Members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club (dues $3.00 per year). Through "letters" issued from time to time,
members are kept informed of Club activities and Trail developments.
An application for membership may be secured from any officer of the Club. When it is returned,
properly filled in, such officer will take the necessary steps to submit the application for action.
When accepted a membership card will be forwarded as indication of such action.
The dues paid by members are used for the necessary purposes of supplying paint and markers,
publication of maps, guides, etc., and in general for the furtherance of the Trail in Maine.
OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
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President: Roy P, Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Secretary: Clair Sawtelle, 121 High St., Oakland, Maine
Corresponding Secretary: Thekla Stephan, c/o Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916
Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
Treasurer: Marion Park, Apt. 206, 1228 Eye St., N.W., Washington 5, D.C.
Overseer of Trails, Eastern Maine: Sidney N. Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass.
Overseer of Trails, Western Maine: Louis Chorzempa, Dryden, Maine.
Directors:
Ben L. Hadley, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Me. [“Arthur Hatch, Wilton,
Maine” written in as apparent substitute.]
Lawson Reeves, Box 47, Dryden, Maine
Manfred [sic] Knowles, Guilford, Maine
Helen N. Taylor, Baxter State Park, Millinocket, Maine
Publicity Director: Jean Stephenson, Apt. 1100, 1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington 5, D. C.
Requests for lists of literature available, or orders for guidebooks, maps, and other literature,
should be sent to the Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington
6, D. C., as the Conference acts as distributing agent for literature of the federated Clubs.
Undated.

MAINE TRAIL REPORTS
1952

The original of the Trail Reports for Maine, Section by Section, is contained in this notebook.
(Earlier reports have been destroyed.)
The first carbon of the Trail Reports is contained in MAINE file, Part 57. This part also contains
extra copies for “field use”.
There are additional carbons listed under the caption “TRAIL REPORTS” in the Maine file
drawer at Headquarters.
{4/52. See letter to Tappan listing trail reports sent him 1960 & 1951, Kennebec to Katahdin.
Sent “List of Tools” also original in grey-[??]}
List of Members
1952
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Stanley B. Attwood
Harold G. Bailey
Bruce Beach
Frederick S. Best

Box 165, Lewiston, Maine
(address unknown)
172 Brooklea Rd., Rosemont, Pennsylvania
Box 37, R.R. #1, Berkeley Heights, N. J,
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Herbert S. Blackwell
Mrs. K. S. Boardman
K. S. Boardman
Percy G. Canham
H.E. Childs
Louis Chorzempa
Mrs. John W. Clark
John W. Clark
Arthur C. Comey
Roy Cushman
Harry W. Davis
Lyman Davis
Harold J. Dyer
Roy P. Fairfield
Floyd Flagg
John P. Fox
Miss Sadye Giller
Roy A. Gray
Bronson W. Griscom
Ben L. Hadley
Osborne 0. Heard
Fred, Jr Heitkamp
George Helmke
Miss Marjorie Hooker
Gordon Hunt
Fred L. Hutchins
Robert 0. Hutton
Lt. Col. A.E. Jackman
Prof. W. H. Leavitt
Elwood Lord
R. B. MacMillen
George C. Martin
Hon. A.D. Nutting
Miss Marion Park
Shailer G. Philbrick,
Charles C. Pryor
Lawson W. Reeves
Clair Sawtelle
Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer
Dr. J. Frank Schairer
Dr. L.F. Schmeckebier
Lloyd C. Smart

Stratton, Maine
6539 32nd Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
6539 32nd Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
84 Harvard Street, Auburn, Maine
335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, Rhode Island
Box 64, Dryden, Maine
South Windham, Maine
South Windham, Maine
Beaver Pond Rd., Lincoln, Mass.
R. F. D. #1, Phillips, Maine
Monson, Maine
Monson, Maine
Director of State Parks, Augusta, Maine
23 Russell House, Bates College Lewiston, Maine
Stratton, Maine (mail returned)
440 Richmond Avenue, Maplewood, N. J,
2123 Eye Street, N. W. Washington, D. C.
New Vineyard, Maine
25 THE Place, Glen Cove, N.Y., or Phillips, Maine
Supt. Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
3940 Lowndes Avenue-, Baltimore, Maryland
235 Glenside Avenue, Summit, New Jersey
P, 0. Box 47, Gillette, New Jersey
Ingleside Ter., McLean, Virginia
Rangeley, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine
1758 Lee Blvd., Falls Church, Va.
University of Maine, Orono, Maine
Monson, Maine
8249 Troy Avenue, Niagara Falls, New York
Caratunk, Maine
Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
1228 Eye Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
426 Walnut Road, Pittsburgh 2, Pennsylvania
3306 Shepherd St.,Mt. Rainier, Maryland
Box 49, Dryden, Maine
121 High St., Oakland, Maine
Bates College Lewiston, Maine
2801 Upton Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
4401 Dexter Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
(address unkown)
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Seymour R. Smith
Dr. R. B. Sosman
Thekla Stephan
Miss Jean Stephenson
Hon. G. J. Stobie
Mrs. Adelaide Storey
Elwyn E. Storey
Sidney N. Tappan
Helon N. Taylor
Mark Taylor
Charles P. Thomas
Eric Vickery
Charles P. Warner
G. Herbert Whitney
Dan Wight
Austin H. Wilkins
Mrs. C. W. Williams
Mr. Viles Wing
Earland S. Winter
Hugh Donald Chase
Mrs. Robert R. Crandall
Miss Mary Dorsey
James L. Faulkner
Frank T. Gutmann
Howard E. Holmes
J. Fremont Joy
Donald D. Kennedy
John E. Libbey
Miss Dorothea M. Marston
Howard Niels Mikkelsea
Robert J. Tomberg
James F. Welch

Box 713, Watertown, Conn.
117 West Dudely Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington 5, D, C.
1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington 5, D, C.
Augusta, Maine
West Carry Pond Camps North New Portland,
Maine
West Carry Pond Camps North New Portland,
Maine
8 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass
Eustis, Maine
1705 Newton St. N. E., Washington, D. C.
6759 Eastern Avenue, Washington, D. C.
Unity, Maine
764 Rock Street, Fall River, Massachusetts
Lewiston, Maine
656 Prospect Ave., Rumford, Maine
Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Ednor, Maryland
Flagstaff, Stratton, Maine
Kingfield, Maine
ANNUAL MEMBERS
Unity, Maine
1057 Regent Street, Schenectady, New York
2001 Jefferson St., Wilmington, Del.
Ridlonville, Maine
120 Highland Avenue, Auburn, Maine
384 S. Broad Street, Trenton 10, N.J.
70 Googin Street, Lewiston, Maine
Kidney Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
40 Sheriden Avenue, Lewiston, Maine
Hallowell, Maine
R. F. D. #6, Portland, Maine
8600 Boulevard East, Hudson Heights, N.J.
14 Savoy Road, Salem, Massachusetts

Undated draft of Bates Outing Club activities. [Looks like Spring, 1952.]
Since last spring we have done nothing as “spectacular” as the winter trip of February, 1951 (cf.
Appalachian Trailway News, May, 1951, 16-17), but we did run a three-day co-ed trip to the CPond section of the trail in May. It was a fly-biting, porcupine-disturbing, and unseasonablywarm experience, but 15 students and the faculty advisers had fun and accomplished much.
Those of you who have worked here will remember how inaccessible and “slashy” it is between
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Surplus and C Ponds; we were pleased to relocate about ¾ of a mile through a stand of spruce in
the Mountain Brook area. Since we also attempted to foster the growth of small evergreens
beside the trail, the trip become known as “Operation Little Spruces.” (See A.T. News, Sept.,
1951, 34-35.)
Last fall we ran three trips. Two groups of six fellows cleared from Bemis Stream to Elephant
Mountain Lean-to and widened the trail near Long Pond. Many of you will remember
crosscutting spruce logs on Elephant Mountain. Your work was not in vain, but we still have
difficulty keeping this section clear. High winds take their toll of those hurricane-stricken trees.
But we’re struggling to maintain high standards.
Early in November three carloads of students and faculty made an assault on the eastern end of
the C Pond section. We hoped to do the full six miles, but cleared the trail so conscientiously that
we made only four. Early in May, however, six more fellows went back, completed this work,
and did something we’ve been trying to accomplish for years: cleared and marked the C Pond
Bluff trail. Before exams begin we shall put the much-lumbered Saddleback trail into first-class
condition. Pleasant memories.
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